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_ADVERTISEMENT. 


I Have collected the Speeches of Mr. Wilkes 
in the prefent Houfe of Commons from news- 
papers and oral tradition for two reafons. The 
firft is, they contain, in my opinion, many bold 
truths, efpecially refpeGting America, which are 
of importance, and in this convenient form 
they will be found more ufeful. The other 
reafonis, if that gentleman fhould ever fwerve 
from the great line of public duty, and declared 
attachment to the people, which he has often 
pledged himfelf to purfue through life, the 
moft general infamy may overtake him, and 
punifh his apoftacy. 


The Protefs of the Lords on the fame fub- 
jet with fome of the Speeches I thought would 
be acceptable to the political reader. 


Some Notes are added, chiefly by way of il- 
juftration, for which I am aafwerable. 


THE EDITOR. 
London, July 9, 1777. 


Vor. I. B VorEs 


Norns of January 26, 1775. 


A motion was made, and the queftion being pro- 

| pofed, << That the Chaplain to this Houfe do 
<* preach before this Houfe, at St. Margarets, 
“ Weftminfter, upon Monday next the ther~ 

tieth day of chis inftant ‘Fanuary, &c.” 


Ts E Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes, faid, that 
fhe was for the obfervance of the day, not in 
the ufual manner by fafting and prayer to de- 
precate the pretended wrath of heaven, but 
in avery different way from what fome other 
gentlemen had propofed that it fhould be ce- 
Tebrated as a feftival, as a day of triumph, not 
kept as a fatt ;, that the death of the firft Charles, 
a determined enemy of the liberties of his 
country, who made war on his people, and 
murdered many thoufands of his innocent fub- 
jects, an odious, hypocritical tyrant, who was, 

| 2 it 
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in the great * 14i/ton’s words, ipfo Nerone neronior, 
fhould be confidered as a facrifice to the public 
juftice of the nation, as highly approved by 
heaven, and ought to be had in folemn remem- 
brance as the moft glorious deed ever done in 
this, or any country, without which we fhould 
at this hour have had no conftitution, degene- 
rated into the moft abject flaves on the face of 
the earth, not governed by the known and equal 
Jaws of a limited monarchy, but fubje& to the 
imperious will of an arbitrary fovereign. 
— Vores of Feb. 1, 1775. 

A motion was made, and the queftion being put, 
“© That leave be given to bring’in a bill for 
¢ fhortening the duration of parliaments, 
‘&c.” | a | | + . 
The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes, faid, that 

the queftion now before the houfe had been fo 
| | fre- 


* In another place Milton fays, Eam animi magnitu- 
dinem vobis, 6 cives, injecit Deus, ut devigtum armis 
veftris et dedititium regem judicio inclyto judicare, et 
condemnatum punire, primi mortaliam non dubitaretis. 
Poft hoc facints tam illufire nihil humile aut anguftam, 
nihil non magnum atque excelfum, et cogitare et facere 
dtebetis,...amore libertatis, juftitiz, honeftatis, patriz 
Aenique caritate accenfos, tyrannum puniiffe. 

Joannis Miltoni, Angli, pro popule 
* Anglicano defenfio. _ 


“ ( 5.) 
frequently afd ‘fo ably fpoken to by the ho 


nourable gentleman*, who made the motion, 
and that it was in general fo perfely well un- 
derftood, that he fhould trouble the houfe with 
few words on that occafion, and that he rofe 
chiefly to return the worthy member thanks 
for this truly patriotic endeavour, and noble 
perfeverance in a bufinefs of fuch importance. 
He added, Frequent Parliaments, Mr. Speaker, 
are'the ancient conftitution of England, and 
the right of the people to thent arifes from the 
nature of all delegated power, and the necef- 
fity of acontroul. If-a reprefentative in the 
fir(t feffion of a parliament acts contrary to the 
duty of the truft repofed-in him, is it fit thac 
his conflituents fhould be compelled to wait till 
the end of atedious period of feven years before 
they can have an opportunity of depriving him 
of a power, which he fo early abufed? I think 
the cafe mow mentioned actually exifts in-the 
_ very dawn of this new parliament. Several 
gentlemen have talked of the laf parliament in 
the terms of reproach and indignation, which 
that profligate aflembly. moft juftly merited. [ 
fear, fir, the prefent parliament are tseading in 
- Bac the 

* Mr, Alderman Sawbridzé, Member for Loadon- 


(a) 


the fame fleps, which conducted their imnres 
diate predeceffors to the utter hatred of the nas 
tion. They feem to advance with giant ftrides 
to a like deteftation from this age, and from alf 
pofterity. The people without doors, efpeci- 
ally in the capital, make no fcruple to affirms 
that the majority of this houfe have even thus 
early, in one great inftance, ated contrary to 
the plain daty, which they owe to their coun- 
try, and to the facred truft repofed in them. 
T allude, fir, to the contempt fhewn of the 
Petitiont of fo refpetable a body as the Mer- 
chants of the city of London trading to North Ame- 
rica, This the majority have done in defiance 
of all decency, and of the great principles of the 
conftitution. Jam forry to obferve, that the 
alarm is already become general, that from this 

"early 


a ne) 

+ The fecond petition of the Merchants, Traders, 
and others of the City of Lomdon, prefented by Mr, 
Alderman Hayley, Member for Loridon, to the Houfe 
of Commons, Jan. 26, 3775, Rates, “ that bythe re- 
“ folution to which the houfe hath come, refpecting 
“‘ the reference of their faid petition, [the frf Peti- 
“tion of Jon. 23, 1775,] they are abfolutely pre- 
** cluded from the benefit of faces g hearing, in fapport 
“* of their faid petition, as can alone procure them that 
“« relief, which the i importance and prefent deplorable 
** fate of their trade require.” 
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early abufe of their traft, the delegated powers, 
which the fame men have fo lately received 
for the fecurity and prefervation of the rights 
of their conftituents, will be employed through 
a courfe of the next feven years for their de- 
ftruction, and that of our fellow-fubje&s in 
America, uniefs the excellent motion of the 
honourable gentleman fhould arreft them in 
their career. 

A new argument, fir, in favour of the mo-~ 
tion in your hand feems at this time to arife 
from the nature of moft of the Petitions com- 
plaining of undue ele&tions, which have been 
prefented to us in this firft {effion of the parlia- 
ment. The general complaint is that of bribery 
and corruption. Short parliaments, fir, if they 
did not totally eradicate this moft pernicious 
practice, muft neceflarily diminifh the evil in 
no {mall degree. By the frequent return of 
appeals to the people, the public money in the 
minifter’s hands would not be found always 
adequate to the crooked counfels of an infidious 
_ ‘court, nor to a determined purpofe of regularly 
counteracting the wifhes of a nation. The 
floodgates of the treafury, however widely 
opened, would on fuch repeated occafions 

B4 {carcely 
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Acarcely afford torrents copious .and impetuous 
enough to carry away all fenfe of duty to the 
conftitution, all regard to the laws and liberties 
.of the country. If this houfe were elected for 
a * fort term only, a commerce of corruption 
between the minifter and the reprefentative 
could not grow up to aequire the ftrength and 
confifteney, which is given by a period of 
feven years fecurity and independency on the 
power,’ by which we were created. 

| I beg 


* The Houfe of Commons---was confidered as a con- 
troul, iffuing immediately from the people, and /peedt- 
"ty to be refotved into the mafs from whence it arofe. 

Thoughts on the caufe of the prefent difcontents, 
8vo edition, page 66. 


If the perfons to whom. the. truft of government is 
committed hold their places for /oort terms; if they 
are chofen by the wnbiaffed voices of a majority of the 
Sate, and fubjeé& to their infrudctions ; liberty will be 
enjoyed in its higheft degree. But if they are chofen 
“for long terms by a part only of the ftate; and if dur- 
ang that term they-are fubje& to no controul from therr 
conftituents; the very idea of liberty will be loft, and 
‘the power of chufing reprefentatives becomes nothing 
‘but 3 power, lodged j in afew, to chufet at certain pe- 
iods, a body of majflers for themfelves and for the reft™ 
of the community. 

: Dx. Price's obfervations on Civil Liberty, 

Afth edition, p. 30. 
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I beg the indulgence of the houfe, fir, for 
only one more fhort obfervation. This motion 
ftrikes me as a kind of parliamentary teft, 
which brings every thing home to our con- 
fciences. It cannot fail of meeting in this 
houfe the fupport of alh the true friends of the 
ancient conftitution of England, of all, who 
mean to.act honeftly, for they run no rifque. 
They are fure of the applaufe, and free choice 
of their conftituents, on every frefth appeal. 
The venal and. interefted ; all, who think light- 
ly of their tics and obligations to their mafters,, 
and do not hold themfelves bound to hear and 

redrefs the injuries of the nation they repre- 
fent, but ase regardlefs of the feelings + of 
| | the 


f¢ The virtue, {pivit and effence of a Houfe of Com- 
_mons confilts in its being the exprefs image of the teel- 
Ings of the nation. (mot of 558 gentemen met in’ St. 
Stephen's Chapel. }: 
Thoughts on the caufe of the prefeat 
Difcontents, p. 67. 

Many in all ages, and fometimes the whole hody of 
the Commons, have retufed to give their opinion jn 
fome cafes, till they had confulted with thofe that fent 
them: the houlfes have been aften: adjourned to give 
them time to do it; and if this were done more fre- 
quently, or that the towns, cities, and counties, had 
on fome occalicns given infruiens to their deputies, 

inatters 
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the people, intent only on the public plunder 5 
all thefe have their terrors, and certainly not 
ill-grounded, on the firft fuggeftion of an ap- 
peal to their conftituents. From fuch men only 
-2n oppofition to this motion is to be expe&ed. 
The reprefentative, who is confcious of having 
‘merited well of his conftituents, will always 
rejoice at the opportunity of applying for fre- 
quent proofs of their regard and truft, will defire, 
will earneftly folicit, this appeal, while the man, 
who has acted contrary to the clear ditates of 
/his duty, and betrayed his truft, will naturally 
.dread every fuch occafion, will tremble even 
at the diftant view of the fpirited indignation, 
with which he would be rejected. A guilty 
mind, fir, frequently braves the filent reproaches 
of a wounded confcience, but can feldom bear 
up againft that public contempt and infamy, 
which | troft will always purfe parliamentary 
proftitution. 

Vores 


matters would probably have gone better in parliament 
‘ than they have often done. 
Algernon Sydney, gto ed. of 1763, p. 4346 


( a ) 
Vorxs of Feb. 6. 1775: 


Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, ** That an humble Addre/s be 
“ prefented to His Majefty, to return His 
“° Majefty our moft humble thanks, for having 
“* been graciouflly pleafed to communicate to 
““ this Houfe, the feveral papers relating to the 
“ prefent ftate of the Britis Colonies in America, 
“ which, by His Majefty’s commands, have 

** been laid before this Houfe, and from which, 
** after taking them into our moft ferious con- 
*¢ fideration, we find, that a part of His Ma- 
“6 jefty’s fubjects in the province of the Maffa- 
“* chufet’s Bay have proceeded fo far to refift 
** the authority of the fupreme legiflature, that 
“© a rebellion at this time a€tually exifts with- 
“Sin the faid province—that we beg leave, 
“© in the moft folemn manner, to aflure His 
© Majefty, that it is our fixed refolution, at 
** the hazard of our lives and properties, to 
“ ftand by His Majefty, againit all rebellions 
‘¢ attempts, in the maintenance of the juft 
“ rights of His Majeity and the Two Houfes 
of Parliament.” 


And 


C r2 } 


And a motion was made, and the queftion 
put, ** That the faid refolution be | re-com-= 
‘© mitted.” - 8 


The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes, faid,, 


Mr. Speaker, 


The bufinefs before the Houte, i in its full ex— 
tent refpecting the Britifb Colonies in Anerica, is 
of as great importance as was ever debated im 
parliament. It comprehends almoft every quefti- 
on relative to the common rights of mankind, 
almoft every queftion of policy and legiflation. [ 
do not mean to enter into fo vaft, fo well-trodden 
afield. 1 will confine myfelf tothe immediate 
bufinefs of this day. The Addre/s now reported 
from: the committee of the whole Houfe ap- 
pears to me unfounded, rafh, and fanguinary. 
It draws the {word unjuftly againft America ; 
but before adminiftration are fuffered to plunge 
the nation into the horrors of a civil war, be- 
fore they are permitted to force Englifhmen.to 
fheathe their fwords in the bowels of their 
fellow-fubjects, I hope this Houfe will ferioufly 
weigh the original ground and caufe of this 
unhappy difpute, and in time reflect whether 


juftice 
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pfice* is on our fide, and gives a fanétion to 
the intended hoftile proceedings. Theaffum- 
ed right of taxation without the confent of the 
fubject is plainly the primary ‘caufe of the 
prefent quarrel. Have we then, fir, any righe 
to tax the Americans? That is the great impor- 
tant queftion. The. fundamental laws of ‘hu- 
man nature, and the principles of the Englifh 
conttitution, are’ eqyally repugnant to the 
claim. The very idea of property excludes the 
right of another’s taking any thing from me 
withaut my confent, otherwife I cannot call it 
my own. No tenure can be fo-precarious as 
the will of another. What property have I 
in what.another perfon can feize at his plea- 

fure? 


* The enquiry, whether the war with the Colonies 
is a juff war, will be beft determined by ftating the 
power over them, which it is the end of the war to 
maintain: And this cannot ke better done, than in the- 
words of an Act of Parliament, made .on purpofe to 
define it. That A&, [paffed in 1766] it is well 
known, declares, That ‘‘ this kingdom has power, 
‘* and of right ought to have power to make laws and 
46 ftatutes to bind the colonies, and people of America, . 
4¢ in all cafes whatewer.”’----Dreadful power indeed 
I. defy any one to exprefs flavery in ftronger language. - 
Iris the fame with declaring, ‘‘ that we have a righe 
to do with them what we pleafe.”” . 

Ds. Price’s Obfervations on Civil Liberty, p. 34. 
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Gore? If any part of my property is fubje& to 
the difcretionary power of others, the whole 
may be fo likewife. I£ we can tax the Ame- 
ricans without their confent, they have no 
property, nothing they can call their own with 
certainty, for we might ‘by. violence take the 
whole as well asthe part. The words liberty © 
and property, fo dear to an Englifhman,. fo 
pleafing ‘in our ears, would: become a cruel: 
meckery, an infult to. an American. The 
Jaws of fociety are profefledly calculated to fe- 
cure the property of each individual, of every 
fubje& of the ftate. This point is: no lefs 
clearly: determined by: the great principles of 
that happy. conftitution, under which we live. 
All fubfidies to the crown have always been 
confidered, and exprefsly declared, to be grants 
from the Commons of the realm, free gifts 
from the people. Their fulf confent is ftat- 
ed in the grant. Much has been | faid of 

’ the 


'@ The preamble of the A& paffed in the year 1775, 
th. 42. intitled, “ An A& for granting to His Ma- 
$¢ jefty a certain fum of money out of the Sinking Fund, 
*¢ and. for applying certain monies therein mentioned 
“* for the fervice of the year 17753 and for further 
* appropriating the fupplies granted in this feffion of 
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the Palatinate of Chefter, and the Principality of 
Wales, and the period of their taxation ; but, 
fir, there is a more remarkable cafe-in point, 
which alone wosild dptermine this: queftion. 
If gentlemen will fearch the -Records in the 
Tower, and the Chapel of the Rolls, they. 
will find that the town of Calais in France, 
when it belonged to the imperial crown of this 
realm, was not taxed till it fent a reprefenta- 
tive to parliament. A Thomas Fowler aQually 
fat and voted in this Houfe as a burgels of the 
town of Calais. From that period, and not 
till chen, was Calais taxed. “The Wit out of 
Chancery, and the Return in the reign of 
Edward VI. are ftill extant. © I faithfully gave 
them to the public from attefted copies.* 

. It 
#¢ parliament,” is in the following words, “#2, “your 
* Majefy’s moft Autiful and loyal fubjects, the Commons 
sc of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled, towards 
“* raifing the neceflary fupplies, avbich we have chear- 
“* fully GRANTED to your Majefly t in this fefion of par- 


4‘ liament, bave refolved to give and GRANT to your 
* Majefly the fum herein after mentioned, Be. Ge." 


* Retornamentum Parliamento de Anno. Regai Regis 
. Edwardi Sexti primo. 
Edwardus Sextus dei gratia Anglix Fraxie & Hi- 


hernise Rex, fidei defenfor & interea. ecclefse Angtica- 
nz 


~“ 
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Tt will, I forefee, fir, be objected, Is Ame- 
sica then to enjoy the protection of Great 
Britain, and to contribute nothing to the fup- 
port of that parent ftate, which has fo long af- 
forded it fafety and fecurity, which has carefully 
and tenderly nurfed it to this hour of its prefent 
ftrength and greatnefs? The Americans them- 
felves have given the fulleft anfwer to this ob- 

jection 


nz & Hibernie fupremum caput, dileétis & fidelibus 
fubjeftis deputato & confilio ville fuz Califiz falutem. 
Quia de avifamento & affenfu confilii fui pro quibufdam 
arduis & urgentibus negotiis, nos ttatum & defenfio- 
nem regni noftri Angliz & ecclefie Anglicane con- 
cernimentibus quoddam parliamentum noftrum apud 
civitatem noftram Weftmonafterienfem quarto die No- 
vembris procedentis teneri ordinavimus, & ibidem cum 
prelatis Magnatibus & preliberis di&i regni noftri 
colloquium tenere & traQatum, vobis Mandamus fir- 
miter iri jungentes quod immediate poft receptionem 
hujus brevis noftri nominari & elegi facietis unum ho- 
norabilem & difcretum inhabitantem intra villam nof- 
tram preditam ad affendendum Burgenfem pro parlia- 
mento noftro predi&to pro villa preditta & Marchiis 
ejufdem, pro negociis in codem parliamento agendis 
juxta formam cujufdem aétus in parliamento domini 
Henrici nuper regis Anglia oétavi, nuper patris noftri 
percariffimi, apud Londinum predifte die Novembris 
anno regni fui vicefimo ‘primo & exinde per diverfas 
prorogationes ufque Weftmonafterium quarto die Fe- 
bsuarii anno regni {ui vicefimo feptimo adjornato & 
ei tune 
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jection in a manner not to be controverted, by 
their conduct through a long feries of years, 
and by the moft explicit declarations. Equal- 
Jy in words and actions, of the moft unequi- 
vocal nature, they have demonftrated their 
Jove, their ardour, their ftrong filial piety to- 

Vou. I. C . wards 


tunc edito & poftea vis, eumque ad diétos diem && 
‘locum venire facietis. -Ita quod idem Burgenfis ple- 
nam & fufficientem poteftatem pro fe & communitate 
ville 8 Marchiarum pseditarum habeat ad faciendum 
£¢ confentiendum iis que tunc ibidem de ¢0 conflio 
-diGi regni noftri -favente Deo contigerint ordinari 
fubter negoeiis antediftis. Ita quod per defe&u po- 
teftatis hujufmodi {cripture, improvidam electionem 
Burgeniis predi&ti diSta negocia infra non remaneant 
quovis modo, & cum ele&ionem & nominationem iJlam 
fic faceretis, illas nobis in Cancellariam noftram dif- 
jtinéte & apte fub figillis veftris ad digtos diem & locum 
debite certificetis, indilate remittentes nobis hoc breve 
una cum retorpamento nominis ejufdem Burgenfis digto 
-brevi confuto. Telte meipfo apud Weftmonafterium 

fecundo die Augufti anno regni noftri primo. | 
This is atrue copy of the original record remaining 
in the chapel of the Rolls, having been examined. 
' Hen. Rooke, Clerk of the Rolle. 


Excellentifimo & metuendiflimo domino nofro 
,Edwardo Sexto Dei gratia Anglise Francie & Hiber- 
‘nize Regi fidei defenfori & interea fupremo capiti An- 
zglicane & Hibernicw ccclefie, Nos veltri humiles 

‘Major 
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wards the mother country. They have always 
appeared ready, not only to contribute towards 
the expences of their own government, but 
Jikewife to the wants and necefiities of this 
ftate,. 

nD 
‘Major Burgenfes & liberi homines communitatis Ville 
veftr#: Califie benigniffimo modo quo poterimus gratiz 
veftre: certificamus, qued virtute honorabilis brevis 
weftri de fummonico parligmenté nuper nobis direéti & 
deliberati cui iftud retorsementum nimirum ef aneex- 
aim, per aflenfurm & confenfum tots Comitatis villse 
veftre Califiee predi@as & Marchiarum. ejufdem unum 
hominem de mmetioribus.& diferetioribus ville veftre 
Calrhe predicts elegi fecimus, videlicot Thomam Fow- 
Jer digtz villse veftre generofum ad afleadendum Bur- 
genfem ad parliamentum veftrum predictam ad diem & 
Jocum in predicto brevi veltro fpecificavsm, qui quidem | 
Burgenfis plenam & frfficientem poteftatem pro fe & — 
tota comitate villz vekre-Califie prediite. & Marchia- 
ram ejufdem habet ad faciendum & conftntiendum — 
jifque tunc & ibidem de Communi Confilio veftro Dee 
favente contigerint ordinar}, prout breve villam pre- 
diam in fe exigit & requirit. In quorum premifforum — 
teRimonium nos prediéti viri humiles Major Burgenfes 
& liberi hommes communitatis ville vedtes: Califize pre. 
die S Marchierum ejufdem Sigilum Majoratatus 
Officii Vilke vettre Califie predi&e prefentibus feci- 
mus apponi. Datum vicefimo die-O&obris anno regni 
‘gratiz veftre primo. 
This is atrue Copy of the original record remaining 

in the Chapel of the Rolls, having been examined. 

“+ Hen, Rooke, Clerk of the Rolla. 
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ftate, although perhaps they may not be ovér 

fond of all the proud, expenfive trappings of 
royalty. Inthe two laft wars with France 

they far exceeded the cold line of prudence. 
With the moft liberal hearts they chearfully 

gave you nearly their all, and they fought gal- 

Jantly and vidtorioufly by your fide, with equal 
valour, againft our and their enemy, the com- 
mon enemy of the liberties of Europe and 
America, the ambitious, faithlefs French, whom 

now we fear and flatter. Our Journals, fir, 

will bear witnefs to the grateful fenfe we had 

of the important fervices of our brethren in 
America, by the great fums we fhall find voted 

to he repaid them for what they expended in the 
{pirited warlike expeditions, which they carried 
through with equal courage and condu@. The 

fiege and capture of Louifburgh, the various 
fuccefeful operations againft the general foe, 
without the leaft knowledge, much lefs parti- 

cipation, on our part, are the fulleft proofs of 

the warm affection of their hearts to this 

country, and of their readinefs to bear more 
then their fhare of the public expence and 

-burthen. But, fir, the whole was the gift of free- 
men, our fellow-fubjeéts, who feel that they are, 
C2 wha 
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who know they have a right to be, as free as 
ourfelves. What is their language even now, 
at a moment when you are planning their de- 
ftrudtion, when you are branding them with 
the odious appellation of rebels? In the late 
Petition of the Congrefs to the King they de- 
clare, they are ready and willing, as they ever 
have been, when confiitutionally required, to de- 
monfirate their loyalty to bis Majefly, by exerting 
their moft Arenuous efforts in granting fupplies 
and raifing forces. This is the unanimous re- 
folution of a Congre/s, :compofed of Deputies 
from the feveral colonies of New Hamphhire, 
Maffachufet’s Bay, Rhode Ifland and Provi- 
dence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, 
New Jerfey, Penfylyania, the counties of New- 
caftle, Kent, and Suffex on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia and the two Carolinas, I have 
heard, fir, of a plan of accommodation, which 
I believe would reconcile all differences. But 
alas! fir, it does not come from any fervant 
of the crown. It comes from the *aoble Lord, 
to 
ee en em ee) 
* The Earl of Chatham. In the honfe of Lords 


on the 30th of May 1777 Earl Gower, Lord Prefident 
ef the Council, with that mild, winning at of mo- 


defy 
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to whom this country has the moft effential 
obligations, to whom it is fo highly indebted 
for its /ate fplendor and glory. The plan is to 
affemble another Congre/s in the fpring, the 
parliament of Great Britain, and the depu- 
ties of the feveral colonies to meet together, 
jointly empowered to regulate the various 
quotas to be paid by each province to the ge- 


C 3 - Neral 
rr enemies 
defty and meeknefs, which chara&terife the Bedford 
fchool, declared, that ‘he muft affirm, no public 
‘© notice whatever by any man, or body of men, by 
<*any Affembly, or Congrefs, by any printed Ameri- 
‘‘can newfpaper, or pamphlet, had been taken of 
¢¢ Lord Chatham's plan of reconciliation between Great 
¢§ Britain and her Colonies, that it funk immediately 
“‘into abfolute oblivion, for not even a hint was 
<6 thrown out on the other fide the water complaining 
“ that the propofition was rejected, or acknowledging, 
« that if the Bill had paffed into a law, it would have 
«¢ produced a reconciliatioh, or that it contained even 
«« the outlines of a fit accommodation, or any thing to 
<* proceed upon, and therefore he was plainly right in 
« giving his vote aguinft the noble Earl's propofition, 
¢¢ and the Bill that accompanied it, two years ago,” 
The words were taken with great exaétnefs. The 
Duke of Grafton heard them, and anfwered many 
parts of Lord Gower's fpeech; but, whether from ig- 
norance, or malice to Lord Chatham, I do not deters 
mine, his Grace was filent on the plan of reconcilia. 

tion, 


( 22 } 


neral treafury of the whole empire. I would 
in addition to that plan propofe, that a regu- 
lation, fimilar to what actually takes place with: 
refpect to Scotland, be adopted.as to America. 
The proportion.of each colony might be fet-. 
tled according the land-tax in England, at 
one, two, or more hhillings im the pound. I 
am not deep politician enowgh to know what 
the 
Neen anata nen Ee eee 
tion. To eftablith the weractty of Ear] Gower, I thalk 
produce an extract of only one public a&, the Ad-. 
drefs of the General Affembly of Virginia, prefented- 
on the 14th ef June 1775, to his Excellency the Right 
Hon. John Earl of Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, 
&c. &c. and printed in all the American Newfpapers. 
It is reprinted in Almon’s’ American Remembrancer, 
vol. 3. p. 133. 
“© There was, indeed, a plan of. accommodation of-- 
“¢ fered in parliament; which, though not entirely’ 
<¢ equal to the terms we had a right to afk, yet differ 
‘¢ ed but in few points from what the General Con- 
‘¢ orefs had held out. Had parliament been difpofed: 
“¢ fincerely, a8 we are, to bring about a reconciliation » 
5 reafonable men. had hoped, that by meeting us or 
‘* chis ground, fomething might have been done. Lord 
&s Chatham's Bul, on the report, and the terms of the 
«‘ Congreis on the other, would have formed a bafis 
< for negociation; which a fpirit of accon.medation on 
*¢ both fides, might perhaps have reconciled. It came 
** recommended, too, from one whote fuccefsful expe _ 
£ s¢ rience 


é 
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the proportion fhould be of each Provinces: 
which will vary greatly in half a century, 
but I fpeak of each quota being at all times: 
to be regulated’ aecording ‘to the land-tax 
of this country. The very extenfive -and 
flourifhing colonies of the Maflachulet’s Bay,. 
Virginia, and’ South. Carolina, for inftance,. 
fhould contribute more, the fmaller and poorer 

Cz - colonies 


* rience in thé art of government fiould have enfered 
** to it fume attention from thole to whom it wae ren¢ 
“dered. He had fhewn to the world, that Greap 
«* Britain, with: her colonies, united firmly under a 
“+ juft and honeft government, formed a power whick. 
* might bid defiance to the mok potent enemies, With 
«* a change of minilters, however, a total change of 
6* meafures took place: the component parts of the 
€ empire have, from that moment, been falling afun- 
“¢ der; and a total annihilation of its weight, in the 
*¢ political {cale of the world, feems juftly to be ape 
<* prehended.” 

Oh! happy Privy Councid of England, where fise 
cerity and truth prefide |! 

«© When Earl. Gower was appointed Prefdent of the 
8¢ Couacil, the King, with his a/wal jncerity, affured 
s¢ him, that he had not had one happy moment, fince 
“ the Duke of Bedford left him.” 

Junius, vol. x. p. 172.. 


** Ts there any one-mode of thinking or aéting with 

** refpect to America, which the Duke of Graftox has 

~ not fucceflively adopted. and. abandoned? p. 89. ta 
“ 
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colonies of New Hampthire and New Jerfey 
lefs; but, fir, I infift not a fhilling can be 
taken without their confent. After this day’ 
debate fhoald the ddre/s now moved for be 
carried in this Houfe, I greatly fear that not 
only this wife plan of the noble Lord, but 
every idea of a reconciliation between this 
country and her colonies will be utterly im- 
practicable. - 
The Americans, fir, have of late been 
treated, both within doors and without, in a 
manner, ‘which marks no fmall degree of in- 
juftice, and even a wantonnefs of cruelty. We 
have been repeatedly told  tovdays that they 

com- 


‘© In America, we trace you [the Duke of Grafton] 
¢¢ from the firtt oppofition to the Stamp-Aét, on prin- 
s¢ ciples of convenience, to Mr. Pitt's {urrender of the 
<¢ sight; then forward to Lord Rockingham’s furrender 
.. «© of the faé&t; then back again to Lord Rockingham’s 
s* declaration of the right; then forward to taxation 
¢cwith Mr. Townfhend; and, in the laf inftance, 
‘6 from the gentle Conway's undetermined difcretion, 
‘to blood and compulfion with the Duke of Bed- 
“ford.” P. 83. 

«© Was not Lord Chatham the firft, who raifed the 
*¢ Duke of Graften to the rank and poft of a Minifter, 
‘¢ and the firft whom he abandoned? Did he not join 
¢¢ with Lord Rockingham, and betray him? P, 88, 
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complain of the Navigation-A, and infift ot 
the repeal of it. We have authentic evidence 
to the contrary. In the refolutions ‘of the 
Congreft they defire only to be put on the foote 
ing they were at the clofe of the late war, 
“* as to the fyflim of flatutes'and regulations 5” 
nor among the various acts, of which they 
- folicit the repeal, have they once mentioned 
either the Navigation, or Declaratory AG. It 
has Jikewife been afferted, that they are fro- 
ward and angry enough to wif to throw off 
the fupremacy of the *mother country. Ma- 
ny exprefs refoiutions, both of the General 
Congrefs, and the different Provincial Affem- 
blies, are the fulleft evidence of the fenfe, 
which the Americans entertain of their obe- 
dience and duty to Great Britain. They are 
too numerous to be quoted. Their full claim, 
as ftated by themfelves, is fo explicit and clear, 
that I beg leave'to read it to the Houfe from 
their Petition to the King. It declares, We afk 
but for peace, berty and fafety. Surely, fir, no re- 

queft 


ey 
* I never faw a froward child mended hy whipping, 
and I would not have the mether country become a 


Acpmother. Our trade with America brings in, coms 


munibus annis, two millions a year. 
Lord Chefterfield’s Letter of Dec. 25, 17650 


oe Pa 


F ne Ne tells eatin aed 
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quef— was ever more modeft and reafonable, rro: 
elaim better-founded: It exprefsly mentions, W¢ 
wifh not a diminution of the prerogative, nor do we 
Solicit a grant of any new rightin our favour. Your 
royal authority ever us, and our connedtion with 

Great. Britain, we foall always.carefully.and zea~ 
laufly endeavour to fupport and maintain. Whata 
contraft,. fir, does this make with the proceed~ 

ings of adminiftration athome! They are fe- 

duloufly endeavouring to tear afunder thofe 

powerful ties, which have long and happily- 
knit and bound us together. 

The ‘Addrefi, fir, mentions. the particular 
province of the Maffachuffet’s Bay. asin a ftate 
of actual: rebellion. ‘The other provinces are 
held out to our indignation as aiding and abet- 
ting. Many arguments have been employed 
by fome learned gentlemen among us to in- 
volve them in all the confequences of an open, 
declared rebellion, and to obtain the fulleft or- 
ders for our officers and troops to ac again{t 
them as againft rebels. Whether their prefent 
tate is that of rebsllion,* or of a fit and juft 

refift- 


® The oath of allegiance binds no private man to 
more than the law direéts, and has no influence vpn 
; the 


( a7 J 

refiftance to unlawful aéts of power, to ou® 
attempts to rob them of their property and liber~ 
ties, as they imagine, I fhall not declare. This 
I know, a fuccefsful refiftance isa revolutiony 
not a rebellion. Rebellion indeed appears on the 
back of a flying enemy,. but Revolution flames 
on the breaft-plate of the victorious warriord 
Who can tell, fir, whether in confequence of 
this day’s violent and"mad Addre/s to His Ma- 
jefty, the fcabbard may not be thrown away 
by them as well as by us, and fhould fuccefe 
attend them, whether in a few years the in 
dependent Americans may. not celebrate the 
glorious xra of the revolution of 1775, a8 we 
do that of 1688? The generous efforts of our 
forefathers for freedom heaven crowned with 
fuccefs, or their noble blood had dyed our 
feaffolds, like that of ScottifA traitors and re@ 
bels, and the period of our hiftory, which 
does us the moft honour, would have been 

deemed 
the whole body of every nations many princes are 
Anewsn to their fubjeGs only by the injurics, leffes, and 
mifchiess brought upon them :---REBELLION---of itlelf 
is neither good nor evil, more than any other war, 


but is juft, or unjult, according to the caule or man- 
ner of it. 


Algernon Sydney, p. 436, 
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deemed a rebellion againft the lawful authority 


of the prince, not a refiftance authorifed by all 
the laws of God and man, not the expulfion 


. Of a tyrant. 


: The policy, fir, of this meafure.I can no 
more comprehend, than I can acknowledge 
the juftice of it. Is your force adequate to the 
attempt? Jam fatisfied it is not. What are 
your armies, and how are they to be kept up 
and recruited? Do you recolleg that the fingle 
province of. Maflachufet’s Bay has at this mo- 
ment 30,000. men well trained and difciplined? 
Do you not know that they can bring rear 
90,000 men into the field? They will do it, 
when every thing dear to them is at ftake, 
when they have their liberties to defend againft 


cruel.oppreffors and invaders... You will not 


be able to conquer and keep even that fingle 
province. The “noble Lord .with the blue 
ribband propofes only 10,000 of our troops to 
be there, including the four regiments now 
going from Ireland, and he acknowledges with 
great truth, that the army cannot enforce the 
Jate a€t of parliament. ' Why then is it fent? 
Bofton indeed you may lay in afhes, or it may 

be 


wt, + Lord Norru, 
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be made a ftrong garrifon; but the province 
will be loft to you. Bofton: will be like Gib- 
raltar. You will hold in the province of 
Maffachuffet’s Bay, as you do in Spain, a fin~ 
gle town, white the whole country remains in 
the power and poflefion of the enemy. Your 
fleets and armies may keep a few towns on the 
coaft, for fome tine at leaft, Bofton, New- 
York, St. Auguftine, butthe vaft continent of 
America will be irsecoverably ‘loft. A few 
fortrefles on the coaft, and fome fea-ports on- 
ly, will remain: in your poffleffion. All the 
back fettlements wilt be independent of you, 
and wil thrive in the rapid progreffion of your 
violences and unjuft exactions. on the towns. 
A new, and amazing Janded intereft will be 
created. The ancient ftory of the Carthagi- 
‘nian hede will be verified. Where. you tread, 
it will be kept down; butit will rife the moze 
in all other parts.. Where your fleets and ar- 
mies are ftationed, the. pofleffion will be fe- 
‘cured, while they continue, but all the reft 
will be loft. In the great {cale of empire, 
you will dectine, I fear, from the decifion of 
this day, and the Americans will rife to *inde- 

pendence, 


—S* The Declaration of - Independeny by the Repre- 
. Sentativag 
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spendence, td-pawer, to all the gréatnefs of the 
‘moft renowned ftates, for they build on the 
Aolid bafis of *general, public diberty. 

I tremble, fir, at the almoft certain confe- 
-quences of fuch an Addre/s, founded in cruelty 
and injuftice, equallpcontrary tothe found. max- 
ims of true-policy, and to the unerring rule of 
natural right. The Americans will certainly de- 
fend.their property and their liberties with the 
Spirit of freemen, with the fpirit our anceftors 
did, and I hope we fhould, exert on a like 
-occafion. They will fooner declare themfelves 
independent, and rifque every confequence of 
fuch a conteft, than fubmit to the galling 
‘yoke, which adminitration is preparing for 
them. An Addrefs of this fanguinary nature 
-cannot fail of driving them to defpair. They 


-will fee.that you are preparing not only te. 


-draw the-fword, but-to burn thefcabbard. In 
the moft harfh manner you are declaring 
them rebels. Every .idea of a reconciliation 

will 


:fentatives of the Duited -States of America in Con- 
grefs aflembled was made on the qth of July 1776, 
about a year and ahalf after this Addre/s of the Houle 
of Commons. 
* In Congrefs at Philadelphia, April 16, 3776, 
-Refolved, That no faves be imported into any.of the 
United Colonies. 


- 
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will vanifh. They will purfue the moft-vigo- 
sous meafures in their own defence. The 
whole continent of North America will -be 
.difmembered from-Great Britain, .and.the wide 
arch of the raifed empire fall. But I hope the 
juft vengeance of .the people will overtake the 
-authors of thefe pernicious .counfels, and the 
lofs of the firft province to the empire be 
fpeedily followed by the lofs of the heads of 
thofe minifters, who advifed -thefe wicked and 
fatal meafures. 
Voras of Feb. 22, 1775. 
A motion was made, and the queftion put, . 
‘© That the.Refolution af this Houfe of the 
“© y7th day of Febuary 17609, that ‘fobn 
‘6S WPilkes, Efqutre, having been in this feffion 
«* of Parliqment expelled this Hoxfe, was, and 
‘$6 is, imeapable of being eledted a Adember to 
86 forue in this profent Parliament, be ex- 
‘S¢ punged. from the Journals of this Houfe, 
‘66 ag. being -fubverfive of the rights of the 
‘66 whole-body of electors of this kingdom.” 


The Lord Mayor, Mr: Wilkes, faid, 
Me. Speaker, : 
‘The motion, which‘T fhall have the honour 
cof fabmittng to .the Nouft, affeéts, in ‘my | 
OPINION, 
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yncommon wrath, at my devoted head. 1 wos 
f{corched, but net confumed. The broad thield 
of the Jaw protected me, A generous publics 
and my noble friends, ‘the freeholders of Mid- 
diefex, the ever fteady friends of liberty and 
their cauntry, poured balm into my wounds. 
‘They axe healed fo that fcarcely a far re~ 
mains. But, fir, I feel, I deeply feel the 
wounds given:to the cpnftitution. They 
are ftill bleeding, and this Houfe only can 
heal them, as well as reftore the conftitution 
to Hs former ftate of purity, health, and vi- 
gour.; May I be permittey tg point ‘out the 
mode of cure, and the falutary methods, which 
I think you ought to apply ¢ Before I proceed 
tothe semedy, I fhall beg the indulgence of the 
Houfe to ftate the cafe with precifion and accy- 
racy. I hope shey will fargive a dry, but candid 
and fhort, narrative of the principal fagts, be- 
gaufe | mean to argue from them. 1 will give 
them as briefly as pefiible, and with all the im- 
partiality ef a bye-ftander. 

- Mr. Wilkes wae firt cle&ted for the county 
of Middlefex, on the 28th of March 176%, 
He was * expelled the 3d of February +7895 


Tin thar Rebluion of fhe Hout oF Commons 
; the 
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and the fecond time chofen, without oppofi- 
tion, the 16th-day ef the fame month. On 
D 2 the 


the firft article inthe Aggrerate Fundof Mr.Wilkes's 
crimes, -which. were. the pretended caufes of his ex- 
fulfion and incapacity, is the being author of -the 
Prefatory Kemarks on Lord Weymouth’s execrable 
epiftle, relative to the fill unexpiated maffacre in St. 
George's Yields on the roth of May 1768, which the 
prefent Comptroller of His Majefty’s Houlehold, Sir 
William Meredith, thought a very good reafon for Mr. 
Witlkes’s election. In his pamphlet of ‘The Queftion 
*¢ fated,” Sir William fays, “ Was I a freeholder of 
«* Middlefex, fo far am I from thinking, that to 
*¢ make the fevereft animadverfions on /uch a2 letter, 
<< is a ground of incapacity, the more a man arraigns 
‘6 (what I take to be) fuch unconttitutional pofitions, 
** the fitter be is to be entrufted with the rights of 
$¢ the people.” p. 29. No profecution whatever on 
the charge of that infolent, fcandalous, and feditious 
dibel, as the Prefatory Remarks were voted to be by 
both Houfes of Parliament, of which Mr. Wilkes avowed 
fhimfelf the author, has been carried on againft him in 
any court of law. I thall only tran(cribe the famous libel, . 
and fome paflages relative to it, without any obfervations . 
The Prefatory Remarks -were, 
Dec. 30, 1768. - 
I fend you the following authentic fate paper, the 
date - of which, prior by more than three weeks to the 
JSatal 10th of May, frews borw long the horrid maffacre 
in St. George’ 5 Fields bad been planned and deterinined 
upon, before it was carried into execution; and how long 
a bellifh proje% can be brooded over by fome infernal | 
Spirits without one monent’s remorfe, 
| Ex- 
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the day following the election was vacated, 
and he was declared by a majority of the 
Houle 


Extra& from Mr. Wilkes’s Addrefs to the County of 
Middlefex, dated from the King’s Bench Prifon, 
Dec. 37, 1768. 


I hold myfelf accountable to you for every aftion of 
any life, which refpeéts the public. I defire to ftand, 
- wr fall, by your free and unbiafled judgment. J with 
to he dire&ted by your counfel and infiruétion in all 
‘matters af importance.----I take the earlieft opportu- 
nity, gentlemen, of tlating to you the fullowing par- 
ticulars. I caufed to be printed and publifhed in the 
St. James's Chronicle cf December the roth, a letter 
wf the Secretary of State, [Lord Weymouth] written 
‘from St. James's on the 17th of April to Mr. Juttice 
-Ponton, with fome Prefatory Remarks. I avow the 

publication of both. I will go further, and declare, 
that I firft, feveral months -ago, tranfinitted to the 
preis the letter of the Secretary at War { Lord Barring- 
ton] dated May the rxth, returning thanks ix the 
King's name to the officers and: foldiers of the third 
aegiment of Guards, for the rank and foul murders 
committed in thefe fields on the roth of that month, 
My hand trembled, while I copied what I bluthed to 
gead, and I gave it to the public in the only way my 
prefent fituation could admit, wiih the hope of pro- 
mMoting a parliamentary enquiry into that bloody tran{= 
a&tior, which 1 truf this Second publication will now 
accomplith, and becuufe I think this free nation has a 
sight to be fully informed of the condué& of admini- 
ftration in {o important aconcern, as the lofs of the 
Hives of many Subjects. Adminifration complaiss of 

me 
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Houle incapable of being eleéted into that 
Parliament. Notwithftanding this refolutlonm 
D 3 of 


Oe baad 
me for having publiflied the letter of the feretnry off 
State. J complain to the nation that foch a letter hae: 
been written. This is not a letter on any perfonal 
bufinefe oy pleafure. I would have feorned to have: 
publifhed any fuch. This letter was from a Secretary’ 
of State to the Chairman of tho Quarter Seffions nt 
Lambeth, and is written in charaéters of blood, ‘Je 
affetts deeply the conftitution of thie eountry, and 
every man in our ifland. I willat prefent leave it to’ 
the hone indignation of every Englifiman. F thal!’ 
now only adil, that if I have pot given to the public 
a moft accurate and faithful copy, F afl’ pardon of the’ 
Secretany of State. If I have, then E will: fay, thae 
for the innocent bfood of our countrymen fpilt in con- 
fequence of thad letter, the: writer of it ought to alk 
forjivenefs of God and his country, and pais. the re 
mainder of his life in. penitence andsteara, 
Extra& from the Journals of Feb. 3, 17695. vol. 335. 
page 17 9 

Evidence was given to the Houle, by two off their 
members in their places, that the letten printed. in. the 
faid newfpaper ie an exadl copy. of the original letter 
addveffed to, and received by Daniel Ponton, Elquire, 
Chairman. of the Quirten Seffions at Lambeth. 


The Speech of Mr. Wilkco, when a prifoner;. at the: 
Bar of the Houle of Commons, Feb. 3, 1769. 
‘Mir. Speaker, ; 

I acknowledge that I tranfinitted’ to the Prefs the 


Letter of the Secretary of State, Lord Weymouth, and: 
that 
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of the Houfé, he wasa third time, on the 16th 
of March, elected: without. oppofition ; for E 
fup- 


i nee a 
that I wrote and publifhedthe Prefatery. Remarks to it 5 
and, fir, whenever # Secretasy of .Seate. fhall dare to 
write fo bloody a {croll,.I will threugh life dare. to 
write fueh Prefatory Remarks, as weil as to make my 
appeal to the nation on the oecafion. I. afk. pardons 
fir, that F made ufé of too mild and gentle expreffions, 
when I mentioned fo wieked, fo inhuman, fo cowardly 

a maflacre, as that in St. George's Fields on the roth 
' of May. E pledge myfelf to the Houfe, that when- 
ever a day fhall be appointed to go into this important 
inquiry, E will bring evidence here to prove the truth. 
of every word E-have afferted. I hope the Hauk, fir, 
will fend for Mr. Ponton, and examine him, whether 
he did or did not receive that letter from the Secretary . 
of State. If he antwers in the affirmative, | am ure, 
from the virtne of this Houle, that they will immedi- 
ately order‘an impeachment againft the Secretary to be 
eatried up tothe Bar of the Houle of Peers. 


Extra& from the Journals of. Feb. 2, 1759» vel. 325 
page 176. 


Refolved, That the Introdaffiee to the Copy of x 
Letter, addrefied to. Daniel Penton, Efqsire, Chairs 
man.of the Quarter Seffions’ at Eambeth, and’ dated 
St. James" sy thes 17th of: April. 1768; ‘contained in 
certain Newfpaper, inti:uled, ‘*-The St. James's Chro- 
“ nicle, or the Britith Evensing-Pof, from Thuriday 
«© Decembér the 8th, to Saturday, December the roth, 
‘< 1768, printed by Henry Baldwin, at: the Britannix 
‘« Printings Offiee, No. 108, Fleet-Street, of which 
. Iatrodudtiu. * Joh Wilkes, BQeey a Member of this 

‘ ‘Houfe, 
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‘fuppofe the ridiculous attéript of a ¢ Mr. Ding- 
Jey, who had not a fingle fre¢halder to’ pro- 
‘pofe, or vote for Kitty, ¢an hardly be called an 
oppofition. hat ele€tion however was de- 

Dg. .: clared 


Houfe, has now’ at the Bar of this Houfe confefféd 
himfelf to be the author and publither, is an infolent, 
feardalous, and feditious libél, tending to inflame and 
_ ftir up the minds of His Mujefty’s Cubjects to fedition, 
and te atotal fubverfion of all good order and legal 
government. 


Extract from the Journals of Feb. 3s, 1769, vol. 325 
page 378. 


A motion: being made, and the queltion being put, 
That Johh Wilkes, Efquire, a Member of this Houle, 
who hath at the Bar of this Houfe, confeffed himielf 
to he the author and publither of what this Hovft has 
refolved to be an infolent, fcandalous, and feditious 
libel, &c. &e. Sc. be expelled this Houfe. 

The Houfe divided. 


Tellers for the Yeas{ Bord Frederick Campbell, 1, 19 


Tellers for the Noes Me Bosuge 3 137 
Se it was refelved in the Affirmative. 

+ This unfortunate perfon had been per faaded by 
the Duke of Grafton to fet up for Middlefex, his Grace 
being determined to feat him in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, if he had but: a fingle vote. It happened un- 
luckily that he could not prevail upon any one free- 
holder to put him in nomination, 

Junius, vol. s. p. & 
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clared void the next day. Qn the 13¢y 
of April Mr, Wilkes was a fourth time elected, 
by a majority of 1143 votes again Mr. Lut- 
trell, who had only 296, The fame day this 
Houle ¢ voted, * that Mr, Luttrell ought to 
** have been returned.” On the 26th of 
April, a Petition was prefented to the Houfe 
from the freeholders of Middlefex by a worthy 
§ Baronet, who is not only an honour to thie 
Houfe, but to human nature; notwithftand- 
ing which the Houfe on the 8th of May re- 
folved, ** thac Henry Lawes Luttrell, Efquire, 
“¢ is duly.elected a Knight of the Shire to ferve 
** in this prefent Parliament for the county of 
66 Middlefex.” ; 
Thele, fir, are the great outlines, the lead’ 
ing faéts. I will not trouble the Clerk to 
sead all the refolutions, to whiclr I have al- 
luded. They are freth, f am perfuaded, in 
the memories of gentlemen. I only call for 
that 


{ Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was py A to pu~ 
nith the Sheriffs, declared in the Houf ‘Commons, 
that they, in returning Mr. Wilkes, had done no 
more than their duty. 

Junius, vol. s. p. 70+ 

§ Sir George Savile, Baronet, Member for Yorke 
Sure, 
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that of Feb. 17, 1769, refpecting sacapatity a 
the certain confequence of expulfon. 


[The Clerk read the Refolution.]. . 


Now, Sir, I think it fair to ftate to the 
Houfe the whole of what I intend to move it 
confequence of the facts ftated, and the Refo- 
Jution juft read. The. firft motion [ intend is, 
*« that the Refolution of this Houfe of the 
s¢ rath of February, 1769, that Fobn Wilkes, 
“© E/quire, baving been, in this Seffion of Parliar 
© ment, expelled this Howfe, was, and is, tne 
“ capable of being eleéled a'membar to firve in 
* this prefent Parkament, be. expunged from 
* the Journals of this Houle, as being fubver= 
*¢ five of the rights of the whole body of elec- 
*€ tors of this kingdom.” This [ hold of nee 
ceffity to reftore the conftitution, which thae 
Refolution tears up by the roots. I thall then, 
if [ fucceed, if juftice and a reverence for the 
conftitution prevail in this Parliament, pror 
ceed to the other Motion, ** that all the de- 
*S clarations, orders, and refolutions of this 
** Houfe, refpecting the election of John 
** Wilkes, Efquire, fos the County of Mide 
*S dlefex, asa void clection, the due and. ley 

66 gal 
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St gal: election of Henry Lawes Luttrell, Ff 
“¢ fquire, into’ the laft Parliament, for the 
** County of Middlefex, and the incapacity of 
‘¢ John Wilkes, Efquire, to be ele&ted 4 Mem- 
S* ber to-ferve in. the faid Parliament, be ex- 
5 punged from the Journals of this: Houfe, ds 
S$ being febverfive of -thé rights of the whole 
“° bedy of elettors of this kingdom.” 

The words of the Refolutioi of the F7th df 
February 17695. which I-mean mort particu- 
Jarly to combat, are, ‘“ was atid is iricapable,” 
and the explanation: of them the fime’ day in 
the order for'a new wtit, ‘in the room of 
© Jolin Wiikes, Efquire, who is adjudged in- 
S‘:-gapable of being eleCixd a Mentber to férve 
4¢in this prefent Parlidment.” In the firft 
fornsation of this government, in thé original 
fettleient-of our conftitutidn, the people ek- 
prefely réferved to themfelves a very confider- 
able part of the legiflative power, which they 
confented to fhare jointly with’ 4 King and 
Heufe.of Lords. From the great population 
of out ifiand:this'right eould not be claihed 
and exdercifed perforidlly, arid ftherefire the 
many Were dompelted to delegate that power te 
a few, who thus were chofen their deputies and 

ao agents 
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agents only, their reprefentatives, It follows 
from the very idea of a choige, that fueh 
choice muft be free and uncontzouled, ad> 
mitting of norefirictions, but the Hwr of the 
- Jand, to which the King and the Loris: are 
equally fubject, and what muft asife fiem the 
nature of the truft. A Peer of Parbiament, : 
for inftance, cannot be elected a Member of 
the Houfe of Commons, becaufe he already 
forms a part of another branch of the fame le- 
giflative body. A lunatic has a natural incae 
pacity. Other inflances might be mentioned, 
but thefe two are fufficient. The freedom of 
eleftion is then the common right of the peo- 
ple of England, their fair and juft fhare of 
power ;. and I hold it to be the moft glorious 
inheritance of every fubjeét of this realm, the 
nobiefi, and, I truft, the moft folid part of 
that beautiful fabric, the Englith conftitution. 
Here I might lean, fir, on the moft’ refpect- 
able authorities, which can be cited, the fus 
" preme judicature of this kingdom, artd the ve- 
nerable’ judges of former ages as well as of 
our own times. J met them accidentally this 
marning in the'conrfe of my reading, as an old 

: friend 


4 
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‘friend® of Wilkes and Liberty, now alas ! loft ts 
every fenfe of duty to’ his country, frequently 
tells another great affembly, that he accidentally 
meets in this manner all his tirefome quotations. 
The Houfe of Peers, fir, inthe cafe of Athby and 
White in 1704 determined, “ a man has aright 
“* to his freehold by the common: law ; and the 
. 66 lay 


* The Duke of Grafton. Junius in a letter to his 
Grace of May 30, 1769, fays, “ you complained--« 
** that your friend, Mr. Wilkes, who had: fuffered fo: 
** much for the party, had been abandoned to his fate 
‘¢ -.-a3 for Mr. Wilkes, it isy perhaps, the greatet 
** misfortune of his life, that you.fhowld have fo ma- 
** ny compenfations to make in. the clofet for your 
* former friend/bip with him. Your gracious mafter 
** underftands your character, and makes you a‘perfecu- 
** tor, becaufe you have heen a friend.” Vol. 2. ps 79s 

Now, my Lord, let me atk. you, Has it never oc- 
eurred to your Grace, whilé you were withdrawing 
this defperate wretch [Mae Quirk} from that juftice 
which the Jaws had awarded, and which. the whole 
people of “England demanded againft him, that there 
is anothef man, who is the favourite of his country, 
whofe pardon would have heen accepted with gratitude, 
whofe pardon would have healed al] our divifions? 
Have you quite forgotten that this man was once your 
Grace’s friend?‘ or is it to mfurderers only that you 
will extend the mercy.of.the crown? . Vol. 1. p. 59> 

Was he (the Duke of Grafton] not the bofom friend 
of Mr. Wilkes, whom he now puriues to deftruc- 
ticn? Vol. 5. p. 8g. 
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** Yaw having annexed his right of voting to 
*¢ his freehold, it is of the nature of -his free- 
*¢ hold, and muft depend upon it.”. On the 
fame occafion likewife they declared, “ it is 
‘+ abfurd to fay, the electors right of chufing 
‘¢ is founded upon the law and cuftom of par- 
<‘ Jiament. I¢ is an original right, part of the 
$© conflitution of the kingdom, as much as a par 
S* lament 1, and from. whence the perfons 


“¢ eleGied to ferve in parliament do derive their . 


** authority, and can have no other but that 
“¢ which is given to them by thofe, that have 
* the. original right to chufe them.” ‘The 
greateft Jaw authorities, both ancient.and mo- 
dern, agree in the opinion, that every fubje@ of 
the realm, not difqualified by Jaw, is eligible. 
of common right. Lord Coke, Lord Chief 
Juftice Holt, and * Mr. Juftice Blackftone, 


are 

* Daégtor Blackftone is Solicitor to the Queen. The 
Doétor recolleéted that he had a place to preferve, 
though he forgot that he had’a reputation to lofe. We 
have now the good fortune to underftand the Do&or’s 
principles as well as: writings. For the defence of 
truth, of Jaw, of reafon, the Doétor’s book may be 
fafely ‘confulted; but whoever washes te cheat a neigh- 
' bour of his eftate, or to rob a country of its rights, 
need make no {eruple of consulting che Doétor himielf, 
Junius, vol. 3, p. 93, 

Mr 
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are the only authorities, which 1 fhall cite. 1 
ropard not, fir, the flavith, courtly doGrines 
propagated by lawyers in seithor houfe of 
Parliament, a6 to the rights of the fubjedt, 
no more than I do as to what they pro- 
nounce high treafon and sebsdion. Such doc- 
trines are delivered here only to be reported 
elfewhere. Thefe men have ther reward. But 
the venal tongue of a proftitute advocate or 
judge, is beft anfwered by the wife and fober 
pen of the fame man, when in a former cool 
moment, unheated by party rage or faction, 
after the fulleft deliberation, he gave to the 
nation, to the prefent age, and to pofterity, a 
fair and impartial detail of their undoubted 

| rights, 


Mr. Grenville quoted a paffage from the Doétor’s 
excellent Commentaries, which dire&tly contradi&ed the 
dogtrine maintained by the Doétor in the Hoyle of 
Commons. Page 12. 

In the Commentaries, after a long enumeration of 
difgnalificationg, ‘it is added, “ But fubject to thefe 
*¢ reftridtions and difqualifications, ewery fubje& of 
$< thé realm is eligible of comson right.” 

Commentaries on the Laws of England. By 
Wiliam Blaokftone, Efq; Vinerian Prefeffor 
of Law, and Solicitor.General to the Queen, 
ato edition pripted at Oxford in 1768. vol. z. 
page 176. 
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rights, and when he-laid down in elpar and 
exprefs terms the plain haw.of the land. Lord 
Cake fays, ‘‘ Ele which is.eligiple of coraman 
“‘ right, cannot be difabled by the feid ordi. 
“ nance in Pasliamept, ponies at had |heem by 
$a of Parliament.” . Lerd Chief Jubice 
Holt declares, ‘ the election of knights be- 
‘tong to the freeholders of counties, end it 
“* is an original right, ‘vefted ia and infepa- 
“$ rable from the freehold, and can no more be 
“¢ fevered from their freehold, than. their free- 
““ hold itlelf can be taken away.” Mr. Juf- 
tice Blackftone in the firft book of his Com- 
mentarigs on the Laws of England, bas the fol- 
lowing werds, “ fabje&t to thefe reftriGions 
“ and- difqualifications, every fubje& of the 
“realm is eligible of commen right.” This 
commen vight of the fubject, fir, was violated 
by the majority of the Jaft Houle of Came | 
yoons, and { affirm, that they, and in partie 
cular, if -I am rightly informed, the + noble 

Lard 
Deby, declared at that time in the Houle of Cam, 
mong, “ That the worthy magitrate {the Lord Mayor, 


‘© Mr. Wilkes] was miftaken in afcribing to the noble 
“Lord sith the biye sibband that declaration, It wae 


s his 
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Lord with the blue ribband, committed by that 
act high treafon again? Magna Charta. This 
houfe only, without the interference of the 
other parts of the legiflature, took upon them 
to make the law. They adjudged me saca- 
able of being elected a member to fervein that 

Par- 


ee 
** his father, the late Lord Strange, who made ule of 
5* that expreffion.” 
. General Fitzroy, Member for Thetford, and Vice- 
Chamberlain to the Queen, likewife afferted, ** That’ 
“* the magiftrate was alfo mifaken in attributing his 
S* expulfon to the noble Lord with. the blue ribband, 
‘© for it was a juft, and the favourite, meafure of the 
& noble Duke, his brother, who was then Minifter.” 
“The Lord Mayor, Mr.-Wilkes, replied, that what one 
brother had, perhaps with more truth than difcretion, 
confefled of the other, ought to be the fubje& of an 
impeachment from all’ the Commons of England 
againft the Duke of Grafton, on the'véry evidence 
of the Member, who fpoke laf, and he expatiated 
on the infolence, as he termed it, of a Peer’s in- 
terfering in the eleétions and privileges of the Com- 
mons, and of declaring. whe foould ft in that Houfe. 
Such barefaced ufurpations on the rights of, the peo- 
lc were, he faid, the old genuine Stuart maxims, 
which he hoped had taken their flight at the accef- 
fion of the Branfwick lines He conctuded, that the 
Houfe ovght to be alarmed at the open avowal, that 
the expulfion of one of their Members was a favou- 
vite meafure of an arbitrary Minifter, the Member of 
another Houfe, and predetermined ini ariother place, that 
he ‘could not fupprefs his indignation, that any, man 
ould 


.( 49 } 


Parliament, although I was qualified by ‘the 
Yaw of’ the Jand, ard the noble Lord declared 
in this houfe, “if any other candidate had 
“‘-only fix votes,* he would feat him for Mid- 
“< dlefex.” I repeat it, fir, this violence was 
4 direct infringment of Magna Charta, bigh 
ireafon againft the facred charter of our liber- 
ties. The words, to which I allude, ought 
always to be written in letters of gold. ‘* No 
freeman fhall be diffeized of his frecheld, or 
‘ liberties, or free cuftoms, unlefs by the 
“< Jawful judgment of his peers, or by the law 
‘© of the land.” By the condudt ‘of that ma- 
jority, and of the noble Lord, they affumed 
to themfelves the power of making the law, 
and at the fame moment invaded the richrs of 
the people, the King, and the Lords. Whe 
two lat tamely “acquiefced in.the exercife of a 
power, which had been in a great inftance 
fatal to their predeceffors, had put an end to 


“Vor. I. E their 
could entertain the idea of deyiving a kind of imputed 
Samily merit from a violation of the Jaws cf his coun- 
try perpetrated by a brother, and that the approhution 
and voluntary confeflion of a crime committed by ane- 
ther, but almof incapable of proot, argucd a depice 
of folly moft juftly the object cf pity, bu: atotal want 
of principle, which excited hosrar. 
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their very: exiftence ;, but ‘the. people, fir, and 
tn particular’ the fpicieed. freeholders of. this 
county, whofe ruling paffion is the love of li-+ 
erty, have not yet forgiven the attack on 
sheir rights. . So dangerous ‘a precedent of 
ufurped power, which: may in future-times:.be 
cited and adopted in pradtice by a defpotic. mi- 
nifter, of the crown, ought to be expunged from 

the Journals of this Houfe. 
I have heard. and: read much of precederits_to 
juftify, the proceedings of the laft Houfe. of 
Commons. : I » fir, 1 value very little the 
do€trine of + ordeedents. There is fcarcely any 
ee villainy under the fun. A precedent cat. 
"never juftify any action in itfelf wicked, a 
robbery for inftance on the heaths of Houn- 
fiow or Bagthot, of which there are innume- 
rable precedents. The bafelt actions inay be 
_juttified by precedents. drawn from bad times 
and bad men. The fele queftion is, Whether 
this power is not a direct ufurpation on the 
rights of-the people? If tbat .is proved, I care. 
not how. Jong the. afurpation has’ continued, 
- | | how. 
- One precedent creates cnother..'Thoy ‘daon accw 
mnulateand conftiune Law. What: yetterday “was! fab; 


to-day isdottvine, =. 
Junius. Dedication. to. the Englith nation; p. 36 


Coy: 


how often pradtiled, Iti is high time to pur, an 
end to it. It was the cafe of General War- 
rants, One precedent. however, the moft in- 
difted upon, . mutt take notice of, becaufe it 
in fat fully to. ‘come’ up to | the 5 points but, i in 
Thy opinion, in’almott: “every r part i it t proves the 
contrary of what it it has been brought: to, fup» 
port. I mean the’ remarkable cafe of Mr. 


Walpole’ in 19115 a period, | in which the. 


rankeft Tory principles were countenanced 
miore than'in any ‘other of our hiftory priot 
to 1760. The cate, fir, has been fo partially 
quoted, even by a a _Sperfon, whofe fole merit 

E . here 


ar Jeremiah Dylim E4q; . Formerly Clerk of the 
Houfe of Commons, Member in the _prefent Parlia- 
mient for Hortham i in Suffex. 

It is well worth remarking that the compiler | of a 
cqrtain quarto, called The cafe of the laft. election fer 
the county of Middlefex confisered,, has the impudence 


to recite this very vote, in the following terms, vide . 


page sr, f Refolved, ‘that Robert Walpole, E(q; hav 


“f jng. been that fefion of parliament. expelied: the 
ws Houle, was and is incapable of being elected 
*¢ member to ferve in the prefent parliament.” There 
cannot be a ftronger pofitive. proof of the treachery of 
the compiler, ‘nor a ftronger prefumptive proof thithe 
was convinced that the. vote, if truly recited, would 
overturn his whole argument, 
Junius, vol, x. p. 145. 
Afior 


~ 
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here was an aflumed accuracy, which he never 
poffeffed, that.I fhail defire it may be read to 
the Houfe from the Journals. 
{ The Clerk read, ] 

, #6 Refolved, that Robert Walpole, Efquire, 
“< having been, this fefion of Parliament, com= 
“ mitted a prifoner to the Tower of London, 
“ and expelled this Houte, for an high breach 
“ of trufl in the execution of his office, and note- 
“S rious corruption, when Secretary at War, was 
é¢ and is incapable of being elected a Member 
' St to ferve in the prefent Parliament.” _ 

’ Now, fir, I muft obferve, that even that Houfe 
of Commons, at an era fo hoftile ta the liberties 
not only.of England but of Europe, did not 
venture to adjudge Mr. Walpole incapable of 
_ being elected a member to ferve in that Par- 
Jiament only hecaufe he.was expelled, but in 
the body of the Refolution itfelf they added 
_ another teafon, which would be trifling, if 
the former was fufficient and adequate to the: 
point, the bigh- breach of truff in the execution of 
bis | fhe, aud notorious corruption, when Secre- 


cretary 


LN Te 

After conviéting Mr. Dyfon of giving a fale quo-:. 
tation from the Journals, and heving explained the- 
purpofe, whi-h that contemptible fraud, was intended to 
aniwer, &c, P, 146. 
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erefary at War. As truftees for the nation, . 
they affigned a public caufe, which muft in- 7 
tereft every member of the commuhiity. In - 
the cafe of Mr. Wilkes, the laft Houfe of 7 
Commons deélared, ‘* that John Wilkes, Ef- 
$* quire, Baving been, in this Seffion of Par- _ 


** liament,: expelled this Houfe, was and fs in- 


‘© capable of being elected a Member to ferve 
**in this prefent Parliament.” ‘The having 
been expelled, whether juftly or unjuftly, is the 
enly reafon, which they gave to the world, I . 
fhall not yet, fir, difmifs the cafe of Mr. Wal- 
poie. Ie will prove another propofition main- 


tained by me, it will fhew the injuftice of the | 


late Houfe of Commons in feating Mr. Lute 
trel!, as Reprefentative for the County of 
Middlefex. The fact was, that the Hoofe i: 
Queen Anne’s time having expelled Mr. Wal- 
po'e, ordered immediately the ifluing of a new 
writ. At the fubfequent election Mr. Wal- 
pole was again returned. A Mr. Taylor, 
who had a minority of votes, petitioned, but’ 
the eleftion was vacated, Had-the dodtrine 
propagated by the late majority, and by the _ 
noble Lord with the blue ribband, been juft 
and founded, Mr. Taylor ought to have been 

E 3 the 
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the fitting member, the Honfe fhould have re 
folved that he: ought to have been returnedy 
and that the groffett injutliee had adtually | been 
committed againtt him. But’ even that Par- 
Tiament, whofe memory t the nation execrates, 
topped fhory’ in their : career of iniquity, and: | 
did ‘not proceed to ‘fuch enormous wicked~ 
nefs, Tt was referved. for the “prefent xray 
when fhamie ‘has: loft its blufh. Mr. Lutirelh 
was for” fome years permitted to fit here as: 
reprefenting. | the “County” of “Middlefex, al— 
though a great majority of the frecholders abe 
horred and reprobated the idea of bis. reprefent= 
ing them, on every public ‘occafion declared its 
and i in ‘their Petition to this. Houfe'ga gave ‘the ro 


cord of i it under their hands’ to all pofterity. 


i. ‘ "YY be 


Sir, when ‘the throng, unanfwerable rege 
fons,, on, -which any doctrine i is. founded, bear. 
me out, L care, little about precedents. I rex... 
collect however another ‘inftance in more au=, 
fpicious times, when a glorious monarch dew. 
fended the conftitution,. which he had re~ 
flored. Te ds yoy meets the objedtion fo 
much ‘relied | upon, ce that expe Yfion neceflari-. 
sé ly implies incapacity, ” cis the. laft, which . 
1 fall defire. the. Clee. 9 read, I a 
_ im 


aU 
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him to turn to the Journals of Feb. 20, 1696. 


(The Clerk read,] 

“© Refolved, that Richard Woollafton, Ef. 
“‘ quire, being a Member of the Houfe of 
«¢ Commons, and having fince been concern-, 
“ ed, and acted, as a receiver of the duties. 
ad upon houfes, as alfo upon births, marriages. | 
‘‘ and burials, contrary tothe AG, made in the: 
*< fifth and fixth years of his Majefty’s reign, 
‘¢ for granting feveral duties upon falt, beer, 
66 ale, and Mother liquors, be expelled this 
es Houfe.” 

Now, fir, I defy all the fubtlety of the moft 
expert court lawyer among us, all the fo- 
phittry of the bar, to reconcile Mr, Woollaf- 
ton’s cafe with the favourite court tenet, 
** chat expu fox neceffarily implies. incapactty.” 
‘The fact is afcertained, and indeed admit-. 
ted, that a new writ did ifue for the bo. 
yough of Whitchurch in Hampfhire, and that 
Mr. Woollafton was re-elected, and fat in the. 
fame Parliament. Jacapacity therefore in the 
fame Parliament does not neceffarily follow. 
expulfion. | 

- [am ready to admit, that where 2 clear 
heal incapacity exifts, all votes given to a 

, gos perio 
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perfon incapacitated are thrown away, if they 
are knowingly given to him. But, fir, | beg 
leave to affert, that this was not the cafe in 
the Middlefex bufinefs. Mr. Wilkes wag 
qualified by the law of the land, and the free; 
holders, who perfeétly underftood the clear 
point of law, as well as their own rights, ex- 
prefsly declared in the Petition prefented on the 
2yth of April 1769 to the Houfe, ‘* Your 
*¢ Petitioners beg heave to reprefent to thig 
“honourable Houfe, that the faid Henry 
“ Lawes Luttrell had not the majority of le- 
&« sat votes at the faid election, nor did the 
“* majority of the freeholders, when they voted: 
‘© for John Wilkess Efquire, mean thereby to 
“throw away their yates, or ta wave their 
“‘ right of reprefentatica:; -nor would they, 
** by any means, have chofen to be repre- 
“© fented by the faid Henry Lawes Luttrell, 
“ « Efquire, Your Petitioners therefore appre- 
‘éhend he cannot fit as the reprefentative of 
“the faid County in Parliament, without » 
“< manifeft infringement of the rights aad pri- 
“ vileges of the freeholders thereof.” 
This Houfe, fir, is created by the people, 
a: the other.is by the King. What right can 
the 
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the majority have to fay to any county, city, 
or borough, you fhall not have a. particular 
perfon to be your reprefentative, only becaufe 
he is obnoxious to us, when he is qualified by 
Jaw? Every’county, city, or borough has an 
equal right with all other counties, cities, and 
boroughs, to its own choice, to its own diftingt, 
deputy in the great council of the nation. Each 
is free and independent, invefted with precifely 

the fame powers. | 
ldo not mean, fir, now to enter into the 
argument, whether it may not be fit to give 
this Houfe the power of expulfion in the firft 
inftance, for very flagrant and infamous crimes, 
either committed, or of -which the member 
may be convicted, fubfequent to his election. 
“I he fending the member back to his conftitu- 
ents on fuch ground might be confdered as an. 
appeal to the people. If however his conftituents 
fhould diffes in opinion from the majority of this 
Houfe, if they fhould think him fit to be re-elec~ 
ted, he ought to be admitted, becaufe he claims 
his feat under the fame authority, by which 
every member holds the privilege of fitting and 
voting here, a delegation from the people,. 
their free choice. The firft appeal to the con-__ 
| fitucnts 
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flituents might ‘in many cafes appear juft and 
reafonable.- The appeal certainly lies to them, 
_ for they are the fountain of this power. We 
exercife theirsight. By their reprefentation only 
we ate a Houfe of Parliament. They have 
the right of chafing for them(cives, nok a Ma- 
jority bese for them. 

Sir, I will venture to affert, that the law of the 
land, by which all courts of judicature are equal- 
ly bound, is overturned by the power lately ex- 
ercifed by a Majority of a Haufe of Commons. 
The right of ele&ion by law is velted in the 
freehold. It is not placed in you, but in other 
hands, in thofe of the freeholders, or the con- 
ftituents. “Your predeceffors not only robbed 
a particular county of its noblett privileges, 
but they changed the conftitution of a Houfe 
of Commons, | The freeholders of this county 
and the nation abhorred the proceeding, and 
poured their execrations on the treacherous 
authors. From us notonly they, but the law 
and conftitution now expect a full reparation 
of the i injury, by refeinding the Refglution. 

This ufurpation, if acquiefced under, would be 
attended with the moft alarming confequences. 
it you can in veject thofe difagseeable toa majority, 


and 
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and expel whgm you pleafe, the Howe of Con 
mons will be /é/ Uf-created and fe if- eqifting. You 
may expel till you approve, and thes in effect 
you nominate. The original idea of this 
Houfe being the reprefentative of the cpm- 
mons of the realm will be loft. The confe- 
quences of fuch a principle are dangerous in 
the extreme. A more f forcible engine of def- 
potifm cannot be put into the hands of a Mi- 
nifter. B| with gentlemen would attend to the 
plain confequences of fuch proceedings, and 
confider how they may be brought | home te 
them({clves. A member hated, or dreaded, by 
the minifter, is accufed of a crime, f for inftance 
of being | the author of what | he thinks a libel. I 
‘fele& this cafe, as being the crime the leaftlikel y. 
to be committed by any one gentleman of the 
prefent majority of this Houte. No proof what- 
ever is given on oath before you, becaule you 
cannot idminifter an oath, except in the cafeg 
provided for by act of Payli iament. You determi ne 
the ful however, and thys the Minifter begins 
with invading the rights of Furies. . Before 
any ‘trial, he gets the paper voted a libel, and 
the member he withes expelled is voted to be 
Wg author, whic ina fst this one in wok 
' COM ' 
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competent totry and determine. Expu fon means 
always, as itis pretended, incapacity. The mem= — 


- 


ber is accordingly adjudged incapable. He cannot 


in confequence be re-elected, and thus is totally 


| excluded from Parliament. By fuch manceu- 


rd 


vres a minifter may garble a Houfe of Com- 
mons till not a fingle enemy of his own, or 
friend of his country, is left here, and the 
reprefentation of the people in a great degree 
annihilated. Corruption had not lent defpotifm 
wings to fly fo high in the reign of Charles I, or 
the minifter of that day would have been con- 
tented with expelling Hampden, and the four 
other heroes, becaufe they had. immediately 
been adjudged incapable, and thereby incapaci- 
tated from thwarting in parliament the arbitra- 
Ty meafures ofa wicked court, Myexpulfion was. 
an ealy vidory over liberty and the conftitution. 
It went with wonderful expedition through alk - 
the forms of this Houfe, for it was known to be. 
a meafure previoufly adopted in the cabinet, 
whofe members have through the *prefent reign 

fre- 


* One of the firft ats of the prefent reign was to 
difmifs Mr. Legge, becaufe he had fome years before 
retufed to yield his intereft in. Hampshise to a Scotch- 

. man 
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€requently dared to deliberate on the invafion 
Of the deareft rights of their country. 

Upon all thefe confiderations, fir, in order 
to quiet the minds of the people, to reftore 
our violated conftitution to its original purity, 
to vindicate the injured’ rights of this county 
in-particular, and of all the electors of this 
kingdom, and that not the leaft trace of the 
violence and injuftice of the Jaft parliament in 
this important caufe may difgrace our records, 
J humbly move, ‘ that the Refolution of this 
6 ' Houle of the 17th of February 1769, that 

“¢ Joon 


man [Sir Simeon Stuart] recommended by Lord Bute, 


This was the reafon publicly affigned by his Lordthip?” 


, Junius, vol. 2. p. 35- 
The tranfattion, to which Junius alludes, is related 
at large in a 4to pamphlet compiled from: original pa- 


pers, intituled, Some Account of the Charader of the 


late Right Honourable Heary Bilfon Legge. 
Mr. Legge received a verbal meflage from Lord 


Bute by Mr. Martin [Samnel Martis, Efg;] Dec. 12, - 


3759, the purport of which was, as it ftands upon 
Mr. Legge’s paper, ‘that he fhould bid adieu to the 
** County of Southampton at the general ele€tion, and 


. =e 


+ affift as far as lay in his power, the Princeof Wales's « 


<< [now George the Third’s] nomination of two mem- 
* bers” © Page 16, 

Before the talons were grown, fuch things were re- 
marked, that every man of refleétion dreaded the mo- 
ment of ‘maturity. 

t 
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«' Sola’ W; lkes, Efquire, having been, in this 
“7% effin of ‘Parliament, expelled this Houf, WAS, 
‘ and 1s, incapable of Siting i in’ the prefent Par 

« Lament, be expunged from the Journals of 
<¢ ‘this Houle, as being fabvegfive of the rights: 
<t of the whole body of electors of this king- 
all Y dont.” 


Vorts of March 29, 1775: 


Ordered, That the order of the day for the. 
fecond reading of the Bill to incapacitate Wil- 
liam Abraham, James Anderfon junior, &c, 
Sic. from voting at elections for Members to 
ferve in Pacliament; and for the preventing 
Bribery ’ and Corruption in the ele@ion of 
“Members | to ferve in Parliament, for the Bus 
sough of ‘Hindon,' in the county of Wilts, be" 
now read. oe ST, 

Sir Cecil Wray; Member for Eaft ‘Retford, ° 
gave notice iii a very {pirited matiner, ‘that ‘he ' 
would move the Committee to infeit likewife 
in the Bill thenarnes of the Bribets;, the Candi- 
dates themfelves: The Lord Mayor, Mr Wilkes, 
obferved, that the punifliment ought-to extend. 
farther 2% to’. all the parties,’ and imeitioned’a 

great 
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great defeS in: the Statute Law apainft Bribery 
and Corruption ; that at prefenc a'perfon cod- 
widted'of bribery and'corruption' wat indeed ide 
capacitated. from voting for a: Member of Pars 
liament, but not from becoming himfelf a pare 
of the legiflative-body, and actually firting.in 
that Houle; He added; that there was at 
that time'a:tzentieman in a high and lucrative 
office under the Crown,’ beftowed: upon’ hint 
finice he was. peifonally convicted: of bribery 
and: corruption) who was! adthitted'and ac- 
knowledped. tb: be a Member of’ the: Houfe 
of Commons in this very Parliament. He 
appealed tothe Minifter himfelf, who was pre- 
fent, for the truth of the affertion ; but no an- 
{wet was given. He further remarked, that the 
mode propofed by fome géntlemen, of' profe- 
cuting the: electors: of Hindon’ in: a.coutt of 
Jaw, inftead of punifhing then by the prefent 
Bill, would. let half the guilty efcape, even 
{uppofing a lawyer: could be found: public- 
fpirited enough 'td undettake fo many and exe 
. | penfive 


+ The perfon alluded -to is fuppofed to be Bamber 
Grfcoynr, Eq; Mehber for Trutoin'Corhwall, now 
a Lori of Trade,‘ whd- was ‘profecuted ‘to ‘conviction’ 
for bribery at a former election for Malden in Effex, 
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penfive caufes, under the known circumftance 
of the poverty of the parties, and their inabi- 
lity to pay the penalties; for, as the law now 
ftands, any perfon guilty of bribery and corrup- 
"tion, who informs againft another equally guil- 
ty, faveshimfelf, and acquires a perfonal indem- 
nity ; that this would certainly be the cafe of the 
venal wretches at Hindon, and confequently 
94 of them might efcape the punifhment,. 
which all the 188 fo highly merited, whereas 
the mode of a Bill in Parliament dealt out equal 
and exemplary punifhment to all the guilty. 


Votes of O&ober 26, 4775. _ 


Refolved, That an humble Adirefs be pre- 
fented to His Majefty, to return His Majefty 
the thanks of this Houfe, for His moft graci-, 
ous Speech from the Throne. 

To affure His Majetty, that we have. long 
lamented the condition of our unhappy fellows 
fubjets in America, feduced from their alle- 
giance by the groffeft mifreprefentations, and 
the moft wicked and _infidious pretences, &£c. 
to declare, that His Majefty’s faithful Com- 


mons took a fincere part in His Majetty’ $ pa-. 
ternal: 
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ternal defire; rather to reclaim, than to fub- 
due, the moft refra@ory of His Colonies, &c. 
the rebellious war now levied is become more 
general, &c. that we thankfully acknowledge 
the gracious confiderations, which induced His - 
Majetty to fend a part of His Electoral treep; 
to the garrifons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, 
&c. and that we are bound in duty to return 
His Majefty our particular thanks, for point- 
ing out to us, fram the Throne, the confi- 
tutional refource of our well-modelled and - 
well-regulated national Adfiitia, &c. and to 
afflure His Majefty, that we hear with the 
higheft fatisfaction the affectionate declaration 
of the Futher of bis People, &c, &c, &c. 


The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wi Vibes faid, 


Mr, Speaker, 

I entirely agree with the *honourable pen- 
tleman, who feconded the Motion for an Ad- 
drefs to His Majefty, that every man ought now 
to fpeak out, and in a moment fo important as 
the prefent to the whole empire, I think it 

Vor. J." *F if 


* Governor Lyttdton, Member for Bewdley, sow 
Lord Weitcote, a Lord of the Treafury. 
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iif becomés the dignity and duty of Parhamene 
to fofé itl th futh a fullonié, adubttory Ads 
diefg td the throne ag that now ptepofed. We 
bubht rather, tir; to dpprdach our Bovertign 
with {ound wid wholéfume ddvite; and -evert 
With renionftrances againft the conduct of His 
itiitiRers, Who have précipteated the téeion 
ints ain winfuff, rafrous, felorrious and riierverons 
war. 1 cafl the war with out bréthrén in 
Atrittica an unja/t, frlomisus war, becaufe the 
primary caule ahd contfeffed origin vf it is, td 
‘atrémipt to take their nioney from them with- 
out their éotifent, contrary to thé comnich 
sichts of all mankind, and tholt great fuiida- 
mental principlés of the Englith cénftitution, 
for which. Hampcen bled. 1 aflert, fir, that 
it is in confequence a murderous war, becaufe 
it is an effort to deprive men of their lives 
for ftariding up in the jut caulfe of tke defence . 
of theic property, and their clear rights. Te... 
becomes wo lefs a murceroxs war with refpegt 
to many of our fellow fubjeéts of this ifland s . 
for every man, either of, the navy -or army, 
who has been {ent by government to America, 
and fallen a victim in this. unnatural and un- 
jut’ conteft, has, in my opinion, been mur- 
aered 
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| dered by adminiftration, and his blood fies at 
their door. Such a war, I fear, fir, will draw 
down the vengeance of heaven upon this dee 
voted kingdom. 

I think this war, fir, fatal and ruinous to 
our country. It abfolutely annihilates the only 
great fource of our wealth, which we tnjoyéd 
*unrivalled by ether nations, and deprives us of 
the fruits of the Jaborlous Induftry of near 

F2 — : three 


Seema an a a 
© The Speech of the LORD MAYOR, Mr. Wi thes, 
from the. Huftings at Guidhali, eo the COMMON 

HALL, April 4, 1775. 

" Gentlemen of the Livery, 

Tt would ill become me on this important day ta 
take up much of your'time. I very readily complied 
with the requeft of feveral refpe@able Citizens ¢o call 
this Common Hall, from every feeling of juftice and 
humanity td our perfecuted brethren in America, and 
the fatal conicquences 1 forefee of the violent proceed - 
inos now carrying on, which muft fo deeply affect the 
profperity, not only of thie, the fir commercial city 
in the world, but likewile the whole kingdom. I will 
only, gentlemen, beg leave to read to you from your 
own vecords on this ‘firbje&, the words of a petition 
from this Metropolis to hoth Houfts of Parliament, 
Jong before the prefent unhappy contelt-between the 
Mother Country and her American Colonies began, fo 
long ago as the ycar 1739. 

¢¢ ‘The Citizens of London are too decply intereted 
*¢ in whatever affckts the trade of this nution not to ex. 

‘* prefe 


¢ 
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three millions of ‘fubjeéts, which centred here. 
That commerce has already taken its flight, 
and our American merchants are now deplor- 
‘ing the’ confequences of a wretched policy, 


which‘bas been: purfued to their deftruCtion. 
It is, fir, no lefs ruinous with regard to the 


enotmous expence of the fleets and armies ne- 


ceffary for this nefarious undertaking, and of 
‘confequence the tenormous fupplies to beraifed, 
. _ . ‘ , . . , . fo 


*¢ prefs the utmoft anxiety for the welfare of that only 
*© fource of our riches. The petitioners apprehend, that 


** the trade from thefe-His Majefty’s. kingdoms tp, His . 


aS: American mane A8 of the utmofl importance, and 
$¢ ainid,t the onl ly profitable trade this naksogn now CBjOps. 
86 wnrivaled hy ctkers. 

Tf, Gentlemen, the trade to our - American Colonigs 
near forty. years aga wis, accordivg to the declared 
opinion’ of this Metropolis, of fuch, importance, the 
amazing entries for feveral late years made in the bocks 
of ‘the: Cuftom-houfe, which are a moft daily hefore 
your eyes, wil] be& demcnftrate to what an immenfe 
mignitude it is fince.grown, and that fuch an object 
calls for our mof earneft, unwearied aitention and ree 
gird.:.Whatever your detenninations may be, you 
anay be affured of the bearty concurrency. of your 
Chicf Magiftrace. - 

--+ Tn the Speech from the. Plirone on.ths fame day His 
Miijelty declared, “among the many unavoiduble il] cone 
#6 fequences of this Rede lien, none affeds mr more fenfibly 
© than the extraordinary burthen which it mutt create to 
s* my fai.hful fshjefts.” This paflage is a clear demon- 

ftraticn, 


ba} 
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fo that we are waiting our prefent wealth, while 
we are deftroying the fources of all we might 
have in future. An humane mind muft con- 
template with agony the dreadful calamities and 
convulfions,, which are the canfequence of 
every civil war, and efpecially a civil war of 
this magnitude and extent. 

I fpeak, fir, as a firm friend to England and 
America, but ftill more to univerfal liberty, 
and the rights of all mankind. . I truft no part 
of the fubjects of this vaft empire. will ever 
fubmit to be flaves. I am fure the Americans 
are too hivh fpirited to brook the idea. Your 
whole power, and that of your allies, if you 


‘had any, even of all the German troops, of a!l 


F 2 | the 


. sana eteemanatebeeemeramenesmnateet*eamey-aeanetenneen naps eanmmeeeee eneenerre nese 
tration, that tne Speech from te Throne mutt be 


coniideréd as the Speech of the Minifter,: not of the 
Sovereign.” The Minifter, who controlls the finances 
of a fate, would naturally dwell on the great expence 
of a rebellious .war, but a good and humaue King, 
who loved his people, would be mere feafibly affected 
hy the idga of the.cruel effufion of -the blood, and the 

lofs of the lives, of many thoufunds of his fubjeéts. 
En 1744, Meuin ef attiqué pir les Franyois. 
Oa dit a Louis XV, qi’en brufquant une attaque qui 
coutéra quelques homines; on fra quatre jours plu- 
rot dans la ville.. se Eh bien," . dit le Ro’, “e prenons- 
** Ja quatre jours, plus tard; j'aime mieux perdre quatre 

s joure devant wile Place, qu'un seul de mes fujets.” 
- ~  , Jonrnal de Louis XV. 


me 
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the ryfians from the nerth, whom you ean hire, 
cannot effect fo wicked a purpofe. The conduct 
of the prefent adminiftratiosy has already wreft- 
ed the fceptre of America ont of the bands of 
our Sovereign, and he has now fcarcely even a 
poftmafter left in that whole northern contj- 
nent. More than half the empire is‘ alxeady 
Jott, and almoft all che reft inv confufion and 
anarchy. The miniftry have brought our So- 
vereign into a more difgraceful fitwation than 
any crowned head now living. He alone. has 
already. loft, by their fatal counfels, more terri- 
tory than the three great united powers of Ruf- 
tra, Auftria,and Prufiia have together by a wicked 
confederacy robbed Poland ‘of, and by equal acts 
et violence and injuftice from adminiftration. 
England was never engaged in a conreft of 
fuch importance to our moft valuable concerns 
and poflefions. We are fighting for the fub- 
jeGiion, the unconditional Jubmiffion, of a-country 
infinitely moré. exttnded thah our own, of 
which every. day increafes the. wealth, the 

natural ftreneth, the - population. Should 
we not fucceed, it witl be a fofs never | 
enough to be deplored, a bofom frieng {hip 
foured to hate and refentment. . We fall be. 
- De con- 


ws 
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conhdered ap their moft implacable enemies, an 
eternal feparation will fqlow, and the gran- 
ceur of the Britifh empirg pals away. Syccefs, 
foal fuccys, feems. to me Rot equivocal, ngt 
uncertain, but impoffible. However we may 
differ among ousfelves, they are perfectly unis- 
ed. On this fide the Atlantic party-rage uobap- 
pily divides us, byt ene foul animates the vajt 
porthern conunent of America, the general cons 
greft and each provincial aflembly. An appeal’ 
has been. made to the fword, ang at the clofe of 
the Jaft campaign what have we conquered | p 
Bunker’s Hill only, and with the lofs of 1260: 
men. Are we to pay.as dearly for the reft of 
America ?. tT he idea of the conqueft of that | ime 
menfe continent is as romantic 2s unjuft. - 
The honourable. *gentleman, who moyed 
the Addrefs, fays, ‘* the Americans have been 
“© treated with lenity. Will facts joftify 
the alfertion ; ? Was your Boffon port Bilt 
a meafure of lenity ? Was your fiery Bill. 
a@ meafure of lenity? Was your Bill fer. 
tating away the charter of the Maffachufet’s 
Baya meafure of Jenity, or even. juftice? I 
F 4 | omit 


° © John ‘Dyke Acland, EG; Member fos Calfitg-. 
ton in Cornwall. ; 
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omit your many other grofs provocations and 
infults, by which the brave Americans have 
‘been driven into their prefent ftate. He aflerts 
that they avow 2 difpofition to be mdependent. 
On the contrary, fir, all the declarations both 
of the late and the prefent congre/s, uniform= 
ly tend to this one obje&, of being prt on 
the fame. footinz the Americans were m the 
ytar 1763. This has been their only demand, 
from which they have never varied. Their daily 
prayers and - petitions are for liberty, peace, and 
‘fafety. Y ufe the words of the Coxgrefs the 
fa year. They juftly expedt to be put on 
en equal-footing with the other fubjects of the 
empire, and. are willing to come into any fair 
agrcement-with you in commercial concerns. 
If you confine all our trade to yourfelves, 
fay they; if you make a monopoly of our 
commerce; if you fhut all the other ports of 
the world againft us, do not tax us likewife. 
Ifyou tak us, then give us a free trade, fuch as 
you enjoy yourfelves. Let us have equal ad- 
vantages of commerce, all other ports open to 
" us, then-we can, and will, chearfully, volunta- 
* sily pay-taxes. You will have a free will offer- 
ing given with pleafure, not grudgingly. 

It 


ry + 
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Ic muft give, fir, every man who loves thie 
country, the deepeft concern at the naming in 
the Addrefs foreign troops, Hanoverians and 
Heffians, who are now called to interfere in 
our domeftic quarrels, not to dwell this day 


- on. the illegality of the meafure, the danger 
and difgrace, attending foreign mercenaries. 


The wutlitia, indeed, are we are ‘told to be 
now employed, and that noble inftitution is 
at prefent complimented by minifters, but we 
know they hate the very name of a amilitia, 
and that meafure Is adopted only becaufe the 
embodying of thofe forces enables adminiftra- 


.. tion to butcher more of our fellow-fubjects 


in America, _ 

Sir, [ difapprove not only the evil fpirit of 
the whole Addre/s, but likewife the wretched 
adulation of almpft every part of it. My with 
and hope therefore is, that it,will be rejected 
by the Houfe, and that another dutiful, yet 
decent, and manly, Addrefs will be prefented to 
the King, . praying his Majetty to fheathe 
the fword, prevent | the farther effufion of the 


, blood of our fellow-fubjects, adopt fome mode 


of negociation with the general “congrefis 
_in “compliance, with _theig repeated fétitions, 


and | 
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and thereby seftore peace and harmony to this 
diftracted empire. | 
| Vores of November 27, 1775. 
A Motion was, and the Queftion being prov 
Propofed, ‘© That gn humble Adire/i’ be 

| «6 prefented to his Majefty, humbly reqyeft- 
“ing, that his Majefty would he gracioully 
ce pleafed to impart fo this Houfe, who 
4 were the original authors and advifers to 
“ his Majefty. of the following meafures, 
“ before they were propofed in Parliameat— 

6 for taxing America, without the confent 
** of its Affemblies,. for the purpofe of 2 

** Revenue, &c. &c,” 


Mr. Wilkes {aid, 
Mr. Speaker, 

The Aidrefs to tis Majefty, which * the 
honourable gentleman has moved this day, js 
fo effentially different fram al} other late ad- 
dreffes to the throne, that I ‘own it meets with 
my hearty concursence. } think it, fir, of the 

“wtmoft confequence to know the original au- 
thors and advifers of this. ynjuft, pernicious, and 
cal- 


® Mr. Alderman Oliver, Member for Londom 
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calamitous war, which has already deluged witty 
blood a part of America, and (pread horror and 
devaftation through that whole northern con- 
tinent. When fo many provinces of the empire 
are already loft, and the re@ a(tually engaged 
in acrucl, civil war, we ought not to fit down 
in a criminal fupinenefs, Is becomes our duty, 
as the grand inqueft of the nation, to find out 
and punith the delinquents, by whofe fatal 
counfels fuch evils have been brought upon this 
convulfed, and almoft ruined flae We owe 
it to the peaple at large, and feveral of us have 
it in exprefs charge fram our conSituenta. 

., We are, I fear, fir, om the eve of an 
eternal, political feparation from the weftera 
world, unlefs a very fpeady reconciliation 
fhould take place. If the psefent motion bape 
pily meets with fuccefs, 1 am fure it will do 


more towards a fincere, lafting, and hearty _ 


uniog with America, than al] the captious 
and fallacious prapofals of adminiflration. 


The Americans will then believe we indeed . 


defise a reconciliation with them, and they 
will at length begin to bave confidence in our 
counfels, when. they fee the vengeance of Par- 
liament fall on the authors .of ous comman.ca- 

lamiticé. 
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lamities. The principles of violence and-in- 
juftice, which have hitherto prevailed, they 
' will fee, if the Houfe is really in earneft to 
' treat, yield to equity and moderation ;-a ne- 
gociation on fair, equal, and juftterms, may 
enfue, and a general tranquility be re-efta- 
blifhed in an empire, which is now fhaken to 
its very foundations. 
- JT really think, fir, this is almoft the only 
~ method now left of extricating ourfelves with 
honour and dignity from our prefent alarming 
difficulties. You have voted fleets and armies, 
dnd your forces figure greatly in the papers of 
the Secretary at War; and ‘in the ‘expenfive 
eftimates ‘on your ‘table. ~ But thé minifter 
knows very well they -are not’ equal to the 
mad project of fubjugating thé vaft continent 
‘of Arierica, ‘nor do I believe the whole 
‘frength of this kingdom adequate to’ fuch an 
‘attempt. After a very bidody‘¢ampaign you 
‘have conquered only one Mill’ of lefs than a 
'mile’s circumference, for you were fuffered to 
“Yand as friends in the only fea-port town of any. 
*confequence which you poffefs. Would the *no- 
: Le . os ble 


-- © Lord George Sackvutile Germain, one of His M:- 


jefty’s Principal Secretaries of State. [ for America] 
From 
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Ale Jord, whom his Majefty has lately raifed tp 
one of the-higheft civil offices, if he were feng 
on a military fervice, would he venture, even at 
‘the head of the whele Brits{h cavalry, to ade. 
vance ten miles into the country ? He would 
not, I am perfuaded, be.fo rafh, nor do J 
think his {pirit quite daring enough. to. make 
the attempt. And-is any minifter weak enough 
to flatter himfelf with the conqueft of all 

| North 


From the London Gazette of April 26, 1760. 


This Court, [a General Court-Martial} upon the 
‘eonfideration of the whole ‘matter before them, is-of 
opinion, That Lord George Sackville ie guilty of hay- 
ing difobeyed the orders of Prince Ferdinand of Brunf-_ 
wick, whom he was by his Commiffion and Inftruc- 
tions dire&ted to obey, as Commander in Chief,. at- 
cording to the rules of war; and it is the further opj- 
nion of this Court, that the faid Lord George Sackville 
is, and he is hereby adjudged, unfit to ferve His ‘Ma- 
jefy it any MILITARY capacity whatever. 


From the London Gazette, of Nov. 11,1775. ' 


His Majefty having pieafed to appoint the Right 
Honourable Lord George Sackville Germain to be one 
cf His Majetty’s Principal Secretaries of State, his 
Lordthip was this day, by His Majefty’s command, 
fworn one of His Majefty’s Priacipal Sccretaries of 
State accordingly. 
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Woreh Atnerica? The Americans will difpute 
every inch of territory with you, every nar= 
row pafs, every ftrong defite, every ~Ther- 
enopyle, every Bunker’s Hill. A train df 
moft unfortunate events will probably enfué, 
and the power of recruiting, perhaps fubfift- 
ing, your weakened forces, at fuch a diftance, 
be loft. After an unavailing ftruggle of a very 
few years, when the ruined merchant and ma- 
nufadturer befiege your doors, you will perhaps 
think of naming ambafladors to the general. 
congrefs, inftead of the wild and expenfive job 
and farce now in contemplation, of thirty com- | 
miffioners, witha falary of four thoufand pounds 
each, to cry Rare, when there is no Peace. 

Yet, fir, I think Peace abfolutely neceffary 
between Great Britain’ and America, and 
therefore I approve the prefent motion, as 
holding out the olive branch. The Americans 
are rapidly eacreafing in population, and in 
the knowledge of all the ufeful arts of life. Alas! 
fir, they are not.ignorant even in the fafhion- 
able art of murdering our own fpecies, The 
late worthy governor of Penfylvania * declared 

at 


Oelcni hridetir ttn tet nthe inmeedinnatpaniempeaitateimatingtatinathsmeratna pate titiatin tata reana a 
* Richard Penn, Efq; was examined before the 
Houfe of Lords, Nov. 10, 1775. 
Q 
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at the Bat of the other Nout, that zie pio- 
ViAGs How BIEW Hore Cort that was fuficiert 
fo? CHE fupply of its inhaditatits s that they 
exported corfidetably every year; that they 
perfecHy underfised the art of making pturi- 
fiowder, wit had effeGted its that they had 
Eftablithed fevers) works to proture faltpetre ; 
that they had the materials and meaha in prear 
plenty of echfting iron Cantons that the art 
of cafting both brit} and iron. cannon, as well 
as of fabticating fntall atthe, had been car- 
rléd to great perfeétion ; and that they were 
expete in MNip- building beyond the. Europeans. 
He declared likewife, tur fingle province hal 
aétually enrolled 20,000 men, ft arnt, embo- 
Bodied, but not in pay, and had go00 minute 
men rebdy oh the firft notice ef any danger. 
The authentic accounts of the preparations far 
the forming, training, and difciplming.troops 
in thé Maffachuléts Bay and in Virginia are 
equally formidable, nér are: they inconfilerable 
in the other united proviners. Every idea of force 
therefore on out fide.tuft appear infatuation. 
All wife lepiflaters, fir, have calculated the 
Rrenpth of a nation from the nurnber of its 
inhabitantsy the laborious, ftrong, and adtive. 
The 
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The population in. mo. parts of Amrrica is 
doubled in.the. courfe of nineteen or twenty 
years, while, that of this ifland i is known rae 
cher. to have decreafed fince the year 1692. — 
The emigrations of late from the three king- 
doms have been amazing and alarming. Our © 
own people have fled in. multitudes from a 
government, under which they ftarved. It: 
appears fron the niceft calculations, that many 
more of our fellow-fubjects have voluntarily left | 
this kingdom for America—never to return— 
than. I believe adminiftration has hitherto fent 
.in their pay both of fleets and armies—never to 
return—in.any confiderable proportion I mean 
of the force fent, The Americans, fir, are a 
pious. and religious people. With much ar- 
dour and fuecefs they follow the firft great 
command of Heaven, Be fruitful, and multiply. 
. While-they are fervent in thefe devout exer-— 
cifes, while the men continue enterprifing and 
healthy, the women . kind and prolific, all 
your attempts to fubdue them by force will be 
sidiculous and unavailing, will be regarded by 
them with {corn and abhorrence, ‘They, are 
daily ftrengthening, and if you Jofe the pre- 
fent moment of reconciliation, to which this 
motion 
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motion “tends, you lofe all. America may - 
now-be reclaimed or regained, but cannot be. 
 fubdued. 

Gentlemen, fir, do not feem to have con- 
fidered the aftonithing difadvantages, under 
which-we engage in this conteft againft the 
combined. powers of .America,:- not only from 
the diftance and natural ftrength of. the coun- 
try, but tife peculiar and fortunate circum- 
ftances of a young, rifing empire.; The con- 
grefs, fir, have not the monftrous load of a | 
debt of above one hundred and forty millions, 
like our Parliament, to ftruggle with, the’ very 
intereft of which would {wallow % ‘all their 
taxes ; nor’a‘humerous and: hiiagry band of -. 
ulelefs placemen and penfioners to provide for ; 
nor has luxury yet enervated their minds pr 
bodies. Every thilling which they raile, will, gr 
to the man who fizhte the battles of his coun 
try. They fet out like a young heir. with a 
poble landed eftate, unincumbered with enor- 
mous family debts, while we appear the poor, 
old, feeble, exhaufted, and ruined parent 5 
but exhaufted and ruined by our own wicleed: 
nets, Prodigality, and profigacy,, 


‘Von. I. G Sir, 
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v Sir; 1 daily heafsthe Amerjcant, syhe. glow 
with .a- diyince seal. for liherty. in all ise 
branches, mifreprefented in this Houfs,.and 
the oftedfibte minifteris diligent im propagating 
the mot upjut calumnigs againf.them.. Fhe 
jioble lord with ehe blue ribbend told ua, ‘the 
Uberty ofthe prefo-was- loft throughout. Ames 
vica. The:hebdle:tord deucives us in: thie, -as 
fn‘ many other things. From .experionce.we 
know that his intelligence can never be retied 
upon. The Hberty of the. prefs, the dul. 
wark of ajf-eur liberties, .is lait enly in Rof. 
ton, for histerdthip’s aninifiersal troops gavera 
there only; The prefs iis free at Water-Town, 
but %¢8n ‘miles -diftanc:from itolten, at Phitas 
delghia,: Newpert, Witliganburgh, and in ithe 
belt of “North America: +] will pive che donfe 
the demonftraina.. General Gage’s faohiits 
and contempuble -prociaaration againt Sermudf 
Hdoms- and Fels: Caneel, wa -westhy gens 
themen,: and,: I -dare 20°add , eee patrans, sige 
that :proclamaqon,. declaring: Hiem rebels ead 
graiters, while. thé. generals: Miathington,; Pete 
nara and «Lee, ‘with all thewnwal_cowsiandnré 
in arms, were wopoviced dy- bina, .appeargres 
printed in all the American papers. His let- 
fe v2 wt 2°. Bers 
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tice Hleewileto Govamor F denbull and ethers} 
ia -whiok he. matt Herocical by apahogiaed Wor his 
inett nondwit, vas nétefeay for abe rpratedlion of 
dhs i aniyeodie protubiio:, of.au atiay:1=sand:of wn 
asnin, which: wevwese taught an believe woold 
inok all oppoktian: tate ifubjeRiqn, awe the 
fadgious, :and give femunity to the well edited, 
tole fettans.tao wore all faithfolycopiet: - I 
believe all the evrious, futile vonders ‘he ‘hae 
iffued, sil bis wnoxveaning decleratians and-pro- 
olematians, will be-found:as.exadt im: the-Pen-~ 
fydvagia, Waser-Tiown, and other. Americosi 
ers-pepess, #8 in. the ‘Gawette;’ pablithed by 
his authpsity et Baften, which in:otter mio 
petite is as partial and: falfe as chat of the Ages 
sican, Sngrotary eblitied x antity in:this 
capital. a re 

‘Phe *honoursble gentletnan, fir, who oer 
‘el, Mays, the “prefert uddrefs is trifting; for 
% we already:know the author eid advifer of al! 
6¢ che late »meafeves again Aineriea ; thit the 
<<. woble slord with.*the: blue sibband will auow 
S$ them,.and*has done 10.” I-wifh svhedar fuch 

a Serle, Will the aoble. ford arowshimn : 
MG 2 owe " fel 


-: Anthony Storer, Efqs Member for ¢ Carlifle. 
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felf the advifer’ of only one of the late’ flagi- 
tions meafures, that of eftablifhing Popery and 
defpotic power in Canada? The father of that 
monftrous birth I thought had prudently hi- 
therto chofen to remain concealed. He. like- 
wife tells us, ‘* the motion now before us is 
‘© coupled with nothing, and leads to nothing.”” 
I will tell him what it ought to /ead te, what it 
ought to be couphed with. I mean an impeachment, 
fir, which I truft will follow, as the next mo- 
tion of the honourable gentleman, who {poke 
firft in this debate. Whoever did advile the 
‘meafures. lately purfued, which have loft half 
our empire, I confider ‘as a criminal of fo 
deep a-dye, that his head would be a jut fae 
crifice to the honour of Engtand and the peace 
of America. The word snpeachnent, T hope,’ . 
will always ftrike tertor to the ear and heart of 
a wicked and arbitrary minifter, and that the 
nobleft and moft important prerogative of this 

free people, fecured to us by our great deliverer, 
king William IL]; in the “*A& forthe further 
“limitation of the crown, and better fecur-’ 
‘* ing the rights ang liberties of the fubjeét,”® 

will fhortly have its full effect, ** that no par- 
ac don under the great feal of England be 
- & plead- 
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_Spleadable to-an impeachment by the Com- 
“© mions in Parliament.” 


Votes of March 21, 1776. 


A Motion was made, and the Queftion was 
put, ‘© That leave be given to bring in a 
** Bill, for a juft and equal Reprefentation 
“* of the People of England in Parliament.” 


Mr. Wilkes faid; 


Mr. Speaker, 

All wife governments, and well-regulated 
ftates, have been particularly careful to mark 
and correct the various .abufes, which a.con- | 
fiderable Jength of time almoft neceflarily 
creates. Among thele, one of the moft ftri- 
king and: important in our country is,. the 
prefent unfair and inadequate fate of the re- 
prefentation of the peop'e of England in Par- 
Jiament. It is now become fo partial and un- 
equal from the lapfe of time, that I believe 
almoft every gentleman in the Houfe will agree 
with me in the neceffity of its being taken into 
our moft ferious confideration, and of our en- 
deavouring to find.a remedy for this great and 
growing evil. 


G 3 1 with 
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cl-wifts;. fir, wey flendes abilities wert, oqaad 


to a thorough inveftigation o6 this momentqus 
bufinefs. Very diligent and well-meant ene 
deavouss have not been wanting to trace it 
froin the’ fir ofivin. ‘Fhe moft natural and 
perfect idea of & free government: is; ne my 
mind, that of the people them {elves afferbling 
todetermine by what laws they chufe: to ‘be 
governed, and to eftablifh the regulations they 
think neceffary for the proteCtién of their pro- 
perty and liberty againft all violenceand fraud. 
Every member of fuck a community would 
fubart- with alacrity to the obfervance of whats 
had been. enacted bp him, and adit. with 
Spirit in. giving efficacy and vigour to laws and 
ordinancess. witch derived al) thet authority 
from his-ewn approbation and: .coneurrence; 
Jn {mall meonfiderable ftates, this mode of le- 
giflxion has: been happily followed, both in 
ancient and: moderna times. Tbe extent. and 
poputou(nels of a great esmpite feems- fcarcely 
to admic it. without confufion- or tumult ;- and 
therefore,-aut anceflors;. more wif -in this 
than the ancient Romans, adopted the repre- 
fentation of the many by.a few, as anfwering 
more fully the true ends of government.. Rome 

was 
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wit enflaved from. imdtrention tw this very tir- 
eat fated, ‘and by one -ather Fatal act, whith 
tight to be 4 frog warning t6 the people, 
éverni -agdmit. ‘their own reprefentatives; the 
hewvirig power too long in the hands of thd 


farhe perfons, by whith the armies of the re-. 


public became the seniies of SyHa,. Pompey, 
ahd ‘Cesar; When all the burghers of Htaly 
ebtained the freedom of Rome, and voted in 
puiskc affembliesy. their multitudes rendered 
the diftinGion of the citizen: of Rome and the 
alien impoffible. . Their afferhblies and delibe- 
rations became diforderly and tumultuous. Un- 
principled and ambitiows ‘men found out the 
fecret of tarning thertrto.the ruin of the Roe 
maw liberty and common-wealth. Amiong 
us this evil is avoided. by representation, and 
yet.the juftice of the principle is preferved. 
¥very Englifhman is fappofed to be prefent in 
Parliament, either in perfon, or by a deputy 
thofea by himfelf;. and therefore the refolution 
of Parliament is taken to be the tefolution of 
every individual, and to give to the public the 
confent and approbation of every free agent of of 
re  comimeaity. , Lows 


. : 
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According to the firft formation of this ex- . 
cellent confticution,. fo leng and fo: juftly ous 
greateft boaft and beft inheritance, we find 
that the people thus took eare no laws. fhould 
be enaéted, no taxes Jevied, but by sheir con- 
fent, expreffed by their reprefentatives in the © 
great council of the nation. The mode of re- 
prefentation in antient times being tolerably 
adequate and preportionate,' the fenfe of the 
people was known by that of Pasliament, 
theis fhare of power in the Jegiftature being pre- 
ferved, and founded im equal juftice. At prefent 
it is become infufficient, partial, and unjuft 

From fo pleafing 2 view as that of the equal 
power, which our anceftoss had, with great 
wisdom and care, modelled for the commons 
of this realm, the prefent fcene gives us not 
very venerable suins of that majeftic and beau~ 
tiful fabric, the Englifh conftitution. As the 
whole feems in diforder and confufion, all the 
former union and harmony of the parts are loft 
or deftroyed. . It appears, fir, from the writs 
remaining in the King’s remembrancer’s office 
in the exchequer, that no Jefs than 22 towns 
fent members to the Parliament in the 23d, 
asth, and 26th, of Edward I. which have 

long 
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long ceafed to be reprefented. The names 
of fome of them are fcarcely known to 
us, fuch as thofe of Canebrig and Bamburg 
in Northumberland, Perfhore and Brem in 
Worcefterfhire, Jarvall and Tykhul} in York- 
fhire. What a happy fate, fir, has attended 
the boroughs of Gatton and Old Sarum, of 
which, although ipfe pertére ruine, the names 
are familiar to us, the clerk regularly calls 
them over, and four refpectable gentlemen re- 


prefent their departed greatnefs, as the knights | 


at a coronation reprefent Aquitaine and Nor- 
mandy? The little town of Banbury, petite 
ville, grand renom, a3 Rabelais fays of Chinon, 
has, I believe, only 17 electors, yet gives us, 


in its reprefentative,*what is of the utmoft im- 


portance to the majority here, a firft Lord of 
the treafury, and a Chancellor of the exche- 
quer. Its influence and weight on a divifion, 
I have often feen overpower the united force 
of the members for London, Briftol, and fe- 
veral of the moft populous counties, Eaft. 
Grinftead too, I think, has only about 30 
electors, yet gives a feat among us to that 


tbrave, heroic tord at the head of a great civil 


de- 


© Lord North is Member for Banbury. ~ 
t Lord Geosge Germain is Meniber for Eat Grinftead. 
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demitnttht, mow very military, whe lid fully 
determined + tv conqaew Amtaticd-Lat aot ie 
Gorinmap. Weis set, fir, my purpek to weary 
thie pacrende of tee Hdula by the rufdatohes of 
an antiquarkat into: the ancient flats of our re- 
prefentation, and its vaviations at Gifférene pez 
fiods. F fhall only rewmark Promty on what 
paffed! f{the reien:of ‘bMenry. Vi. and fome of 
hie. fueerflors.: In that seign, Sir John For- 
tefcae, his chancellor, obferved tivat the Honfe 
of Conimons confiftedof more diun'.s4o0 chon 
mm; various: alterations: were: made bp fue~ 
weeding Kings till James Ef. | No change ‘has 
happened: frnce that “period. .Gréat abufes; | 
it. mult be- owned, comtrary te the primary 
ideas.of the Enplith confticution, were: com 
mitted by our foriier’ princes, in -gising the 
right’ of repre(éntation: td -fevetal paltry: bo- 
roughs, becaufe the places were poor, and de» 
pendent on thenty or on a favourite ower- 
" grown’ peer, The tand-marks ‘of the- ecovftis 
tution have often been réifioved:. -The marked 
Parhey for Pornwally whith fiagle cointy 

eon fii 
aa nee nr er ue nT 
; -~ This feems to allude to the celebrated Expreffion 


of Mr. Pitt in the Houfé of Commons, that be bad coms 
*hertd Amirica en. Germeny > oy : 
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. ee 
At feridy; WHI one; as marty Hanbers 3 
tie whole Kiagdom of ‘Seodatds “is Miking. 
Te: ad font yikldrig’ te! ke chown th ‘th 
wad: burids’a large? Hereditary reverie thal any 
ether’ Enphth woonty, as: well ‘a¥ from: he 
duchy being in: tle crown, sad giving an 
amazing command and: infivente. By fach 
abufes: of. our: princes: the -ronfitatton wae 
wounded in its mtoft-vital part; - Metiry V EPR 
seftored two members, Edward: Vi. ewentys 
Queen’ Mary fowr;. Queen Elitaterh ewelves 
James 5, fixtern, Churtes 5.. eighteen, in alt 
feventy-two, ‘Fhe-alterattons by. creation. im 
tha fame period were more confiderable;. for 
Henry VIUh created: thirty-three, Edward Vit 
tweuty-cighe, Qnieens. Mary feventeen, Queer 
hhr2abech forty-eight, James I. eleven; in all 
rg7. Chartes F. made to new creation ‘of 
this’ kind. “ Charles FY. added two for the 
county). and two for the city of Durham, and 
two for Newark. on Treat. This Houfe: is 
ar this Hour cumpoted of the fame reprefenta: 
tion it was at his: demife, notwithfanding, the 
‘mary and impartant changes, which have fiace 
frappendd: ° {t'becorties us therefore to enquire, 
whether. the fenle, of Parligment can n be now, 


- on 
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on folid grounds, from the prefent reprefenta- 
tion {aid to be the fenfe of the nation, as in 
ithe time. of our forefathers. JI am fatisfied, 
fir, the fentiments of the people cannot be 
juflly known at this time from the refolutions 
of a Parliament, compofed as the prefent is, 
even though no undue influence was practifed 
after the return of the members to the Houfe, 
even fuppofing fora moment.the influence of 
all the baneful arts of corruption to be 
fufpended, which, for a moment, I believe, 
they have not been, under the prefent profligate 
adminiftration. Let us examine, fir, with ex- 
a€tnefs and candour, if the + reprefentation is 
fair and perfeét, let us confider of what the efhi- 
cient parts of this Houfe are compofed, and what 

proportion 


t+ The reprefentation muft be complete. No ftate, 
a part of which only is reprefented in the legiflature 
that governs it, is felf governed. Had Scotland no re- 
prefentatives in the Parliament of Britaix, it would 
not be free ; nor would it be proper to call Britaizs 
fiee, though Exgland, its other past, were adequately 
reprefented.. The’ like is true, in general, of every 
country fubjeét to’ a legiflature in which /fome of its 
parts, or fome claffes of men in it, are reprefented, 
and others not. 
_ Dr. Price’s Additional Obfervations on Cival 
L.berty, page 6. 
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gtoportion they bear on the large fcale, to the’ 
body of the people.of England, who are fup- 
pofed-to be reprefented. 
The fouthern part of this ifland, to which I 
now confine my ideas, confifts of about five 
millions of people, according to the moft re- 
ceived calculation. I will ftate by what num- 
bers the majority of this Houfe is elected, and 
| fuppofe the largeft number prefent of any re- 
corded in our journals, which was in the fa- 
mous year 1741. In that year the three’ 
largeft divifions appear on our journals. The 
firft is that of the 21 ft of January,’ when the 
numbers were 253 to 250; the fecond on the 
28th of the fame month, 236 to 2353 the 
third on the gth of March, 244 to 242. In 
thefe divifions the members for Scotland are 
included ; but.I'will ftate my calculations only 
for England, becaufe it gives the argument 
more force. The divifion therefore, 1 adopt, 
is that of January 21. The number of mem-" 
bers prefent on that day, were 503. Let me 
however fuppofe the number of (254 to be the: 
majority of members, who will ever be able to 
attend in their places.. 1 ftate it high, from: 
the accidents of -ficknels, -(ervice -in foreign . 
ae | parts, 


e 
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patts, ramping, and nacedary avecaiqns. Brora, 
che. majerity of eledters only, da she Doneng hss) 
which return members tw. this Houfe,, {t-Ras, 
becn demonticated that this number of 254 
members.is aleCed by no. mere than 572.3 BRE, 
fops, genesally.she inhabitants of Comikh, and, 
athatv eny!inignaoant berpugbs,:pechaps bypaks 


_the moft refpeatable past .of the caermanity.. bei 


aus Savescign then to leara-the feade of. Bis’ 
whole peaple denus.thele Sow parlors’. Are thefe 
the men to give Jams to ais val empire, and ax 
tex this wealthy nation ? J.dp.not mention all: 


tha. tedious calenlations, . besanfe.. gentlemen: 


reay ful abem atidengeh in the wonks of them 
incomparable Dr, Price, im Rotklethwaice, artlk 
in Burgh's Political difquilitions.. Figures 26 
ferd the clearctt: demandination, incapable: uf 
ceuil-er Gophitry. Siane :Burghi’s caleaiatione: 
only-ang-alteatinn bas bappened. J alludei 
to..tie boraugh-af. Sheteham ia’ Suflex. > By: 
the a Of 19-742 Al. the, frecbobdas oS forty: 
filling’ per annus inthe indighbouting ape: 
oe. handed -of IBrasbar ase. admatpsd wo vew! 
fer dwt beranghis aut. meny.of thecld eindhers: 
ware disheaachiled.- 1 appease Waowile, thas: 
sh of Qur. cyumbers aye. dlafial dy: anily. gh. 
; perfons. 


’ 
A 
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qarfengs:. Leid ‘cheacelor. Talbot: Luppaled 
‘that she -majority.af this. Houle was alesiad, by 
$9,0900 perions,. aad -he utleimed -agdinft 
she injudtice of that ides... Mee enuoate cale 
culations than bis Lond{hip's, aad xhe unarring 
males of political arithmetic, have fhewn the 
énjuties to be vaftly beypad: mebvat bis hard , 
Ship even fudpeGed. . 

. Wihen we confider, fir, that the mol imi: 
portant powers of ohis houfe, the levying 
taxes on,’ and enacting Jaws for, dive mittions 
of :perfons, is thus ufunped and xiecowRitu- 
tionally exorcifed by the GnaN dumber 4: havé 
sncntioned, vit becomes ouy duty toyeltore (5 
the people. whois etear. vighte; their oviginil 
 faare’in the degiflature.: ‘Fhe anciont sepeefert: 
tatiqn of chis kingdom we. find was foulid: 
ed iby our anceftore .in-ijuftice, ~withom, ‘and 
eqiratity. "Fhe prefene Rute of it- would Be con- 
tinued by us tnifolly, -obftinazy, and injefice: 
*3 Tis “evil thag been. complained of © by 
fame of. che. wi elt -pateiote sur ecoumiy trad 
produced. T:thulio begi feave to give: diet 
dlofe coafoner,;. Mr. Leckets ideas: in ‘ils “ows 
Words; Sel fapi, davthe wemife on: civ go! 
petting] Tinie ns CAbiaye eh 


ae “* equally, 
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# ‘equally, and private intereft often keeping up 
«<< cuftoms and privileges, when the reafons of 
* them are ceafed, it often comes to.pafs, that 
*¢ in goveraments, where part of the legiflative 
<< confifts of reprefentatives chofen by the peo-~ 
s¢ ple, that in traét of time this reprefentation 
*¢ becomes very unequal and difproportionate to 
“¢ the reafons it was at firft eftablifhed upon. 
‘© To what grofs abfurdities, the following of 
© a cuftom, when reafon has left it, may lead, 
** we may be fatisfied, when we-fee the bare 
<¢ name ofa town, of which there remains not 
$6 fo much as the ruins, where {carce fo much 
__§ houfing as a fheep-cote, or more inhabitants 
66 than a fhepherd is to be found, fends as many 
<< reprefentatives to the grand aflembly of law- 
<< makers, as a whole county, numerous in peo- 
6S ple, and powerful in riches. This ftrangers 
< ftand amazed at, and every one muft confeft 
46 needs aremedy.” After fo great an autho- 
rity as that of Mr. Locke, I thall not be 
treated on this occafion as a mere vifionasy, 
and the propriety of the motion I fhall have 
the honour of fubmitting to the, boule, will 
fcascely.be difputed. Even the members for 
fach places: as Old Sarum, ‘and Gatton, who 

fe gt I may 


» 
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‘d-may venture to fay at prefent /funt mominis 
wumbra, will, [ am perfuaded, have too much 
candour to complain of the right of their few 
-conftituents, if indeed they have conftituents, 
Jf they are not felf-created, felf-eleted, felf- 
-exiftent, of this pretended right being transe 
‘ferred to the county, while the rich and popu- 
-lous manufacturing towns of Birmingham, 
Manchefter, Leeds, Sheffield, .and others, 
may have at leaft an equitable fharc in the for- 
‘mation of thofe laws by which they are go- 
werned. My idea, fir, in this cafe, as to the 
‘wretched :and depopulated towns and boroughs 
41) general, I freely own, is amputation. I fay 
with Horace, dnutiles ramos amputans, felictorcs 
inferit. 

This is not, - fir, the Arft attempt of the 
kind to correct, although in an inconfiderable 
degree, this growing evil. Proceedings of a 
fimilar nature were.had among us above acen- 
tury paft.: The clerk will read from our jour- 
nals what pafled on the 26th of March, 1668, 
on a bill to. enable the county palatine of Dur- 
ham. to fend two knights for the county, and 
two citizens for the city of Durham. [Te 
clerk reads.)' Ina book of authority, Anchitell 

Vou. I, H | Grey's 
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Grey’s debates, we have a more particular ac—, 
count of what paffed in the houfe on that oc... 
cafion. He fays, that ‘ Sir Thomas Meres 
*S moved, that ehe fhires may havean inereafe 
“‘ of knights, and that fome of the {mall be- 
*< roughs, where there are but few electors, may | 
“t be taken away, and a bill for that purpofe.” 
We find afterwards, ‘‘on a divifion, the bi]! was 
“rejected, 65 to 50.” This divifton, however, al- 
Judes only to the bil} then before the houfe, re- 
fpeQing the county and city of Durham. I defire. 
to add the few remarkable words of Sir Thomas 
Strickland in this debate, becaufe I have not 
feen them quoted on the late important Ame- 
rican queftions. ‘* The county palatine of Dur- 
ham was never taxed in Parliament by ancient 
privilege before King fames's time, and fo needed 
no reprefentatives, but now being téxed, it is but 
reafonable they foould have.” Such fentiments, 
fir, were promulgated in this houfe even fo 
long ago as the reign of Charles II. 
I am aware, fir, that the power, de jure,+of 
the legiflature to disfranchife 2 number of bo- 
roughs, 


* Junius in 2 letter to Mr. Wilkes dated Sept. 7, 
3771, and printed at the end of his fecond volume fays, 
“As 
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‘woughs, upon the general gtounds of improe 


ving the codftitution, has been doubted; aad 
gentiemen wilt afk, whether a power is lodged 
in the reprefentative to deftroy his immediate 

H 2 con: 


** As to cutting away the rotten horoughs, I am as 
*6 much offended as any man at (eeing fo many of 
“¢ them under the direct influence of she ‘crown, or at 
“¢ the difpofal of private perfons. Yet, I own, I 
“ have both doubts and apprehenfrons, in regard to 
*¢ the remedy you propofe. I thall be charged perhaps 
*¢ with an unufual want of political intrepidity, when 
*¢ T honefly confefs te you, that I am Rartled at the tdca 
** of fo extenfive.an amputation.---In the firtt place, 
*¢ ¥ queftion the power, de jure, of the legiflature to 
 disfranchife a namber of boroughs, upon the gene- 
** ral ground of improving the conftitation. There 
<¢ cannot be 2 doétrine more fatal to the liberty. and 
¢¢ property we are contending for, than that, which 
“* confounds the idea of a fapreme and arbitrary le- 
** piflature. F need not pomt out to you the fatal 
*¢ purpolee, to which it has been, and may be applied. 
*¢ If we are fiacere in the political creed we protefs, 
¢ there are many things, which we ought to affirm, 
®¢ cannot be done by King, Lords and Commons. 
<¢ Among thefe I reckon the disfranchifing of bo« 
*¢ roughs with a general’ view of improvement. I con- 
*¢ fider it a8 equivalent to robbing the parties concern - 
“ed of their frechold, of their birth-right. I fay 
“¢ that, although this birth-right may be forfeited, or 
“* the exercife of it fufpended in particular cafes, it 
“ cmnot be taken away, by a general law, for any 
*¢ real or pretended purpofe of improving the conftitu- 

“Gon, 
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. conftituent? Such a queftion is beft anfwered by 
, another... How osiginated the right, and upoa 
. what ground was jt a¢ firft granted? Old Sarum 
, and Gatfon, for inftance, were populous towns, 

and 


s 


“tion. Suppofing the attempt «nade, I am perfuaded 
' “© you cannot mean that either King, or Lords thould 
' #6 take ‘an. aGive part in it. A bill, which only 
“ touches the .reprefentation of the people, muft ori- 
“f ginate m-the houfe of commons. {n the formation 


1) + Asmat imede of pafhog it, the exchifive right of the 


. 
x 


«: $* commonsaingt be afferted as fcrupuloufly, as in the 


+, “74S cahevobea money-bill. . Now, fiv, I thould be glad 


+e i44 bo Know by what kind of 1eaioning it can be proved, 


-..4¢ thet theresa power yefte:l in, the yeprejentative to 
‘y S deftaoy---his ammedints, conitrruent,. From whence 


<< gould he;poffibly derive it? A cowtier, I know 
' 46 will be seady to maintain the afirmative. The doc- 
** trne {uits him.exnGlhy, becauufe it gives an unlimit- 
&* ed operation.tothe. influence of the.crown. But we, 
“6 Mr. Wilkee, ougbt to hold a different language. Ir 
§° is no-.aniwer to-me to fay, that the bill, when it 
&* pafles the heule ef commons, .is the act of the ma- 
. ‘jority, and not the reprefentatives of the particular 
. *£ boroughs.concerned. If the majority can disfranchife 


. ten boroughs, why not twenty, why not the whole 


‘* kingdom? Why fhould not they, make their own 
** feats in parliament dor life,?---When the feptennial 
“oaé&t p fled, the legiflature did what, apparently and 
. “palpably, they had no right to do; but they did 
‘* more than people in general were aware of: they, 
“in effect, distranchiled the whole kingdom for four 
48 years, . . 
ou 7 “* Tor 
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and therefore the right of reprefentation was firtt « 


of confequence ought not to retain a privilege, 
which they acquired only by their extent and ' 
populoufnefs. We ought in every thing, as 
far. as wé Gan; to make the theory’ and prac- 
tice of the conftitution coincide. “Fhe fu- 
preme legiflative body of ‘a ftate muft furely 
have this power inherent in itlelf. Ie was de facta 
-Sately exercifed to its full extent by parlia—: 

H 3 ment 
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TT me 
« For argument’s f:ke, I will now fuppofe, that the: 
*¢ expediency of the meafure, and the power of par-- 
‘lament are unqueftionab.e. Still you will find an 
** infurmountable difficulty in the execution. ‘When. 
* all your inftruments of amputation ave prepared, 
** when the unhappy patient lies bound at your feet, 
*‘ without the poffibility of refitance, by what infal- 
* libse rule will you direét the operation ?--- When’ 
© you propofe to cut away the rotten parts, can you 
€ tel] us what parts are perfcétly found ?---Are there 
* any certain limits in faét, or theory, to inform you” 
** at what point you muft ftop, at what point the mor- 
*< tificationends. To a man fo eapable ‘of obferva- 
*‘ tion and reflection as you are, it is unneceffary to 
*¢ fay all that might be .faid on the fubje&t. Befides 
“ that I app-ove highly of Lord Chatham's idea of tne. 
« fufing a portion of new health into the conflifation ta” 
© exable it to bear its infirmitics, (a brilliant exdref- - 
© fion, and full of intrinfic wifdom) other’ reafons’ 
*concur in perfiading me to adopt it, I have Bo 
*€ objection, &c.” | 
T he 
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ment in the cafe of Shoreham with univerfGB 
approbation, for near a hundred corrupt voters 
were disfranchifed, and about twice that num- 
ber of freeholders admitted fsom the county of 
‘Suffex. 

It will be obje@ed, I foretee, that a time of 
perfect calm and ‘peace throughout this vaft 
empire, is the moft proper to propefe internal 
regulations of this -importance; and that 
while inteftine difcord rages ia the whole nor- 
thern continent of America, our attention 
ought to be fixed upon that moft alarming ab- 
je&, and all our.efforts. employed to extinguifls 
the devouring fame of a civil war. In my 

_ epinion,, 


The man, who: fairly and complearly anfwers this. 
argument, fhal] have my thanxs and my.applaufe. My 
heast is already with him.- -Iam ready to be convert- 
ed.---I admire hie morality, and would gladly fub- 
fcribe to the articles of his faith --- Grateful, as I am, 
to the GOOD BEING, whofe bounty has imparted to 
we this reafoning intelleé&t, whatever it is, I hold my- 
felf preportionably indchted to him, from whofe en- 
lightened underitanding another ray of knowledge 
‘communicates to mine. But neither fhould I think 
the moft exalted faculties of the human mind, a gf¢ 
worthy of the divinity ; nor any affiftance in the im- 
provement of them,.a fubje&t of gratitude to my fellow 
creature, if [ were not fatisfied, that really to inform 
the underflanding corrects and enlarges the heart. 

_ JUNIUS, 


es ee 
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* inion, Gr, the American war is in this traly 
itical sera one of the frongeft arguments for 
e regulation of our reprefentation, which I 
pw fubmit to the houfe. During the reft, of 
ur lives, likewife, I may venture to pro- 
hecy, America will be the leading feature of 
aig age. In our late difputes with the Ame- 
icans, we have always taken it for granted, 
hat the people of England juftified all the ini- 
juitous, cruel, arbitrary, and mad proceed 
ings of adminiftration, becaufe they had the 
approbation of the majority of this houte, 
The abfurdity of fuch an argument is ap- 
parent, for the majority of this houfe we 
know {peak only the fenfe of 5723 perfons, even 
* fuppofing, according to the laudable, conftitu- 
tional cuftom of our anceftors, that the conili- 
‘tuent had been confulted on this great national 
‘point, as he ought to have beea. We have 
feen in what manner the acquiefcence of a 
majority here is obtained. The people in the 
fouthera part of this iland amount to upwards 
of five millions. The fenle, therefore, 
‘ef five millions cannot be afcertained by 
the opinion of not 6000, even fuppofing it 
rad been colle&ted. The Americans with 
Hg great 
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great reafon infift, that the prefent war is car 


ried on, contrary to the fenfe of the nation, by 


a minifterial junto,.and an arbittary faction,. 
equally hoftile to. the rights of Englifhmeny. 
and the claims: of. Americans. The various 
addrefles to the throne from moft numeroug 
bodies, praying that the fword may- be re- 
turned to the fcabbard, and all hoftilities ceafe,. 
confirm this affertion. The capital of our 
country. has repeatedly declared, by various 
public acts, its abhorrence of the prefent un- 
natural civil war, begun on principles fubver= 
sive of our conftitution. Our hiftory furnithes 
frequent inftances of. the fenfe of -Parliament 
running dite@ly counter .to the fenfe of the 


nation. I¢ was notortoully of late the cafe in | 
the bufinefs of the Middlefex eleétion. I believe 


the fact to be equally. certain in the grand 
American difpute, -at leaft as to-the a€tual hof- 
tilitics now carrying on againft our brethrer 
and felow-fubjeéts. The -propofition before: 
us will bring the cafe to an iffue, and from a 
fair and equal--reprefentation of the peoples. 
America may at‘ length diftinguifh the reaf 
fentiments of freemen and-Englifhmen.. 

I do 
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I do not mean, fir, at this time, to go into 
2 tedious detail- of all the various propofalsy. 
which have been made for redreffing this irre- 
gularity in the reprefentation of the people. I 
will not mtrude on the indulgence of the Houfe, 
which I have always found favourable and'en- 
couraging. When the biflis broughtin, and 
fent to acommittee, it will be the proper time to’ 
examine all the minutia of this great plan, 
and to determine on the propriety of what 
ought now to be done, and to confider what 
formerly was aCtually accomplithed. The jour- 
nals of Cromwell’s Parliaments prove that a 
more equal reprefentation was fettled, andcar- . 
ried by him into execution. That wonderful, 
comprehenfive mind embraced the whole of 
this powerful empire. Ireland twas put on 
a par with Scotland. Fach kingdom fent 
thirty members to a Parliament, which con- 
fifted likewife of four hundred from England 
and Wales. It was to be triennial. Our 
colonies were then a fpeck on the face of the 
globe; now they cover half the new world. 
J will.at this time, fir, only throw ouf ge- 
neral tdeas, that every free agent in this king~ 
dom fhould, in my wilh, be reprefented .in 
Par- 
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Parliament ; that the metropolis, which con- 
tains in itfelf a ninth part of the people, and 
the counties of Middlefex, York, and others, 
which fo greatly abound with inhabitants, 
fhould receive an increafe in their reprefenta- 
tion ; that the mean, and infignificant bo- 
roughs, fo emphatically filed se rotten part 
of our confittution, fhould be lopped off, and 
the ele@ors in them thrown into the counties ; 
and the rich, populous, trading towns, Bir- 
mingham, Manchefter, Sheffield, Leeds, and 
ethers, be permitted to fend deputies to the 
great council of the nation. 
. The disfranchifing of the mean, venal, and 
dependent boroughs would be laying the axe 
to the root of corruption and treafury in- 
fluence, as well as ari/focratical tyranny. We 
ought equally to guard againft thofe, who jd 
themfelves, or whofe, Lords fell them. Bure 
gage tenures, and private property in a fhare 
of the legiflature, ase monftrous abfurdities 
in a free ftate, as well as an infult on common 
fenfe. I wih, fir, an Englifs Paslinment-to 
{peak the free, unbiafled fenfe of tic body of 
the Englith people, and of every man among 
us, of each individual, who may juftly be fup- 
. poled 
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pofed to be comprehended in a fair majotity, 
The meaneft mechanic, the pooseft peafant 
and day-labourer, has important rights refpeQ- 

ing hie perfonal liberty, that of hie wife and 

children, his property, however inconfider~ 
able, his wages, his earnings, the very price 
and value of each day’s hard labour, which are 
in many trades and manufaQures regulated by 

the power of Parliament. Every Jaw relative 
to marriage, to the protection of a wife, fitter, - 
or daughter, again violence and brutal luft, 
to every contract or agreement with a sapa- 
cious or unjult mafter, is of importance to the 
manufacturer, the cottager, the fervant, as 
well as to the rich fubjects of the fate. Some 
fhare therefore in the power of making thofe 
laws, which deeply intereft them, and to 
which they are expected to pay obedience, 
fhould be referved even to this inferior, but 
moft ufeful, fet of men in the community. 
We ought always to remember this impor- 
tant truth, acknowledged by every free fate, 
that all goverament is inftituted for the good of 
the mals of the people to be governed ; that they 

‘are the original fountain of power, and even 
af revenu:, and in all events the laft refource. 

: The 


‘ 


( 108 } 

The various inftances of pattial injuftice 
throughout this kingdom will likewife become 
the proper fubjects of enquiry in the courfe of 
the bill before the commitee. i tris nature are 
the many freeholds ‘in ‘the city oi fondon,.. 
which are not reprefented in this Houfe. Thele: 
freeholds being within the particular juridic- 
tion of the city, are exchuded from giving a 
vote in the county of Middlefex, ‘and by 2@ 
of Parliament only liverymen can vote for the- 
Reprefematives of the City of London. Thefe,, 
and other particulars, I leave. 1 mention. 

them now to fhew the necefiity of anew regu- 
~ lation of the reprefentation of this kingdom. 

My enquiries, fir, are confined to the fou- 
thern part of the ifland. Scotland I leave toe 
the care of its own careful and. prudent fons. 
I hope they will foare a few moments from 
the management of the arduous affairs of Ene- 
Jand and America, which are now folely en- 
trufted to their wifdom, and at prefent fo much: 
engrofs their trme, to attend to the ftate of re- 
prefentation among their own people, if they 


have not all * emigrated to this warmer and 
7 more 

meneame acm a nant 
* Wuhout any abitract realonning ypon caules anct 
effects, we thal] toon be convinced by experience, that 
the Scots, tranfplanted trom their own country, are 
always 
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more fruitful climate. I am almoft afraid the 
forty-five Scottith gentlemen among us reprefent 
themfelves, Perhaps in my plan for the improve- 
ment of the reprefentation of the inhabitants of 
England, almoft all the natives of Scotland may 
_at this time be included. I {hall only remark, that 
the proportion of reprefentation between the two 
countries cannot be changed. Inthe twenty- 
fecond article of the treaty of Union forty- 
five is to be the proportion of the reprefentative 
“body id the Parliament of Great-Britain for 
the northern part of this Ifland. To increafe 
athe members: for England and Wales beyond 
ithe number, of which the Englifh Parliament 
confifted at the period of that treaty in 1706, 
would be a breach of public faith, and a vio- 
lation of a folemn treaty between two inde- 
pendent ftates. My. propofition has for its 
: bafis 

" always a diltin&t and feparate body trom the people 
-who receive them. In other fertlements, they only 
love themfelves ;--in Exgland, they ecrdially love them- 


felves, and as cordially hate their neighbours. 
. ' Junius. Preface, p. 26. 
The weafel Scots are hungry, and want feeding. 
Epiftle to Dr, Shebbeare. 
The eagle England being in prey, 
To her unguarded neft the weaj/el Scct 
Comes fneaking, and fo fucks. her princely eggs. 
° Shakeipeare. 
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balis the prefervation of that compadt, the- 
proportional fhare of each kingdom in the Te- 
giftative body remaining exa@ty according to. 
its prefent eftablifment. 

The monftrous injuftice and glaring partia- 
lity of the prefent reprefentation of the comt- 
mons of England has been fulfy ftated, and iss 
¥ believe, almoft univerfally acknowledged, as 
well as the neceffity of our recurring to the 
great leading principle of our free conftitution, 
which declares this Houfe of Parliament to be 
only a delegated power from the people at 
large. Policy, no lefs than juftice, calls our 
attention to this momentous point. Rea- 
fon, not cuftom, ought to be our guide in a - 
bufinefs of this confequence, where the rights 
of a free people are materially interefted. 
Without a true reprefentation of the Com- 
mons our conftitution is eflentially defeAtive, 
and our Parliament a delufive name, a mere 
phantam. All other remedies-to recover the 
priftine purity of the form of government 
eftablifhed by our anceftars would be ineffec- 
tual, even the fhortening the period of Parlia- 
ments, even. a place and penfiom bill, both 
which I highly approve, and think abfolutely 

| neceflary 


( xr ) 


meceffary. . I therefore flatter myfelf, fir, that 
I fhalt have the concurrence of the Houfe with 
the motion, which I have now the honour of 
making, ‘* That leave be piven to bring in a 
46 bill for a juft and equal reprefentation of the 
< people of England in Parliament.” 


Vores of April 30, 1776. 


A Motion was made, and the Queftion being 
put, ** That the Refolution of this Houfe 
“* of the 47th of February 1769, that Fobn 
© Wilkes, Efquire, hoving been in this Seffian 
“© of Parliament expelled this Houfe, was, and - 
“© is, incapable ef beng elated qg Member to 
<¢ ferve in, this prefent Parliament, be ex- 
“* punged from the Journals of this. Houfe, 

as being fubverfive of the rights of the 
** whole. hody of electors of this kingdom.” 


Mr. Wilkes faid, 


Mr. Speaker, 

The veneration, with which I am deeply 
impreffed for the conftitution of my country, 
the love and affeftion of a native to the noble 
privileges, the laws and hiberties of England, 

as 
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ms. well as ‘duty and gratitude to the much in~ 
gured freeholders of Middlefex, are the power- 
.ful motives of my again troubling the Houfe. 
with a-queftion fo frequently agitated withia 
thefe walls, fo fully difcufled even the laft fef- 
dion, although not hithestc followed with the 
fuccefs, which I hope on the prefent occafion. 
The profligacy, venality, and open at- 

* tempts againft liberty by the laft Houfe of Com- 
wnons, have made their memory odious to the 
people. The annals of our country are difgrac- 
ed with their various violations of the rights of 
“the fubject. I fhall now confine myfelf to a fin- 
gle cafe, but it was of the blackeft nature, of the 
-deepeft dye, and branched out into many enor- 
‘-amities, which ftill demand ample attonement. 
I allude to the iniquitous and daringt re‘olu- 
oe tions 


' Y The Speech of the Speaker, Sir Fletcher Norton, 
when he reprimanded the Returning Officer of Shore- 

dam, Hugh Roberts, on his knees. 
In vain have our anceftors been anxioufly careful to 
fecure the freedom of eleGtions, by al] the means hu- 
man wifdom and forefight could fuggeft ; in vain have 
they particularly guarded againft the partiality of the 
Returning Officer, and obliged him, by every tie, to 
a faithful difcharge of that truft, which the Conftitu- 
tion hath repofed in his hands, if men are to be found 
DARING enough to fend members to this Houfe, wHo 
WERE NEVER CHOSEN BY THE LEGAL ELECTORS. 
Journals. Fed. 14, 1771, vol. 335 pe 342. 
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tions tefpeCiing the elections for ‘the county of 
Middlefex, and the feating Mr. Luttrell in 
the Houfe, although he had confeffedly only a 
minori.y of the fuffrages of the freeholders, in 
whom the conftitution has placed the right of 
election. While thefe refolutions, fir, re- 
main among our records, I confider a prece- 
dent eftablifhed under the fanction of this, 
Houfe to rob not only a whole county, 
but the entire collective body of electors of 
this kingdom, of their birthright, and moft va- 
duable inheritance. [t is a precedent, which 

aay be brought home to every borough, city’, 
and county, to every freeholder, every elector 
in the ifland. 

The facts were fully {tated to the Houfe in’ 
the debate on this fubject the laft year, and I 
am perfuaded they live in the memory of every’ 
“gentleman. I fhall defire the Clerk to read 
only one refolution. It is that of Fehruary 17, 
1769, ** That John Wilkes, Efq; having 
““ been, in this feffion.of Parliament, expelled 
‘© this Houfe, was, and is, incapable of being 
“¢ elected a member to ferve in thisprefent Par- 
<* jiament.” This declaration, in my opinion, 
transfers from the people to this Houfe the 

Vou. L I right 
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sight of election, and by an unbounded, un- 
controuled exercife of the negative power, the 
Houfe in effet aflume the poftive right of ma- 
king whom they pleafe the reprefentatives of 
the people in Parliament. I am very ready to 
admit that there are various natural and legal 
incapacities, and when the party is fubje@ to 
any one of them, he is not eligible. Aliens, 
minors, bifhops, are incapable of being elected 
into a Houfe of Commons. Befides thefe, 
there are other iacapacities arifing from the 
peculiar circumftances of the cafe, and fome 
‘created by particular ftatutes. Where how- 
ever there is ne natural or legal difability, the 
capacity of being elected is the inherent right 
of every freeman of the realm. He cannot 
te divefted of it without an equal injury te 
‘the party, and to the conftituent, in whom 
the power is conftitutionally lodged of de- 
‘termining whom he thinks the ‘moft fit and 
proper perfon to act for him in the great coun. 
cil of the nation. The declaration of the 
Houfe therefore, that any man, duly qualified 
‘by law, fhall not be allowed to fit in Parlia- 
‘ment as a reprefentative of the Commons. of 
the xealm, was afluming to themfeives the 

making. 
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anaking a new law, to which only the three 
ceftates are adequate. It was disfranchifing a 
swhole county, and confequently in effe@ the 
united kingdom, 

The public attention. has been fo long fixed 
ron this important bufinefs, that it would-be 
the weakeft and vaineft prefumption in ‘me to 
-attempt any new arguments ia fupport of a 
right acknowledged by every man, whois not in 
a deteftable league for the fubverfion ‘of all our 
rights, liberties, and franchifes. I-fhal! not en- 
ter on a dull repetition of the debates, which for 
wthe laft feven years have come on every feffion, 
mor repeat a multitude -of cafes and prece- 
dents; -but while I have a feat in this Houle, 
I pledge myfelf to my country, that | will be 
firm and unwearied ja my endeavours, till 
vevery fyllable on our Journals, which -marks 
‘the injuftice done-to the freeholders of Mid- 
rdiefex, and to every elector in the ifland, be 
fully erafed or obliterated. 


Since the -debate, however, -on -this -quef- 
ftion in the laft feffion, almoft -within a fort- 
night after, a cafe refpecting the election at 
Abingdon-was determined here in a manner-dia- 
ametrically oppofite.to one part of this pretend- 

1a a 
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ed law of Parliament, which has been folemn-— 
ly laid down by all the advocates of the miniftry 
in the affair of Mr. Luttrell. They argued, 
that all the votes given to Mr. Wilkes were 
thrown away, becaufe they were given, as they 
afferted, to a perfon labouring under a legal in- 
capacity, and confequently Mr. Luttrell, with 
only 296 freeholders, was entitled to his feat 
in preference to the other candidate with 1143, 
The majority of the electors of Middlefex, 
fir, fully anfwered this argument in that re- | 
markable petition prefented to the Houfe by 
the worthy “baronet near me, on the 29th of 
April, 1769, in which they afferted, ** thag 


se Mr. Luttrell had not the majority of legal - 


*< votes; nor did they, when they voted for 
_S° Mr. Wilkes, mean thereby to throw away 
“‘ their votes, orto wave their right of repre- 
s¢ fentation, nor would they, by any means, 
_ © have chofen to be reprefented by Mr. Lut- 
“<trell.” Notwithftanding this petition, the 
Houfe, on the 8th of May following, declared 

Mr. 
* Sir George Savile, i 

Than whom a better fenator ne’er held 
, The helm of Rome, when gowns not arms repell’d 
" The fierce Epirot, and the African bold. 

MILTON. 


( 17 ) 


Mr, Luttrell duly eleéted. Now let us exa- 
mine the ftill more recent cafe of the Abingdon 
ele&ion, the determination of the fele& com- 
mittee, with all the proceedings of the prefent 
Parliament in that bufinefa, I will ftate them 
briefly, and fhall afterwards defire the clerk to 
,read from the Journals the more important paf- 
fages. Mr. Bayley’s petition was prefented to 
.this Houfe on the 6th of December, 1774. | It 
was confined to one fingle objection, the legal 
difability of the other candidate, no accufa- 
tion of bribery or corruption, riots, unfair 
practifes, or illegal votes, being exhibited. Ie 
ftated, “* that at the place of election, and 
‘S before the taking of the poll, the mayor of 
.*© the faid borough and the other electors were 
46 publicly told, that as the other candidate, 
¢s Mr. John Mayor, was then high theriff of 
“that county, he was incapable of being 
.*© chofen a member to reprefent the faid.bo- 
s rough i in this prefent Parliament, and that all 
*S votes given for the faid high fheriff would be 
** thrown away; notwithftanding which, the 
‘« mayor of the faid borough did himfelf vote, 
.“ and alfo received the votes of divers other 
** perfons for the faid high fheriff; and that the 
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“ faid high fheriff hath returned himfelf as 
‘* duly ele€ted for the: faid borough, in mania 

‘¢ feft prejudice of. the petitioner, who, being” 
‘6 the only candidate capable of being elected, — 
"6 ought te have been. returned.” The facts, 
as ftated in the petition, were admitted, as: 
well as the numbers at the clofe of the poll, 
for Mr. Mayor 146, for Mr. Bayley enly 116. 
The great queftion was, whether, if Mr. 
Mayor was not eligible, the votes for. him were 
thrown away, and Mr. Bayley, who had not 
the majority of electors, fhould be declared 
duly elected? The felect committee, on the 
Oth of March, 1775, reported, that neither 
Mr. Mayor, nor Mr. Bayley,. was duly. elect- 
ed, and that the election was void. . The 
Houle immediately directed a new writ to iffue 
for Abingdon. ‘Fhe minifterial advocates, 
who infift on Mr. Wilkes’s legal incapacity, 
can fcarcely find a eafe more exactly parallel. 
It is equalled only by the well known prece- 
dent of Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Taylor, in 
1711. Yet the burgefics of Lynn were not 
infulted, by having a gentleman declared their 
reprefentative, whom they never eleCled. The 
Abingdon cafe was of the moft public note- 
sicty. 
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riety. The returning officer, and all the elec» 
tors of Abingdon, were publicly: informed of 
Mr. Mayor’s legal incapacity. Mr. Bayley 
polled near half the voters of that borough. 
His oppofition however being not toa friend of 
liberty and the people, but having made the at+ 
tack ona /ubaltern in the miniflerial forces, he had 
Fittle chance of being an adopted child of the — 
Houle, or of a committee feledted from “the 
prefent majority. . : 

The arbitrary refolution on our Journals, 
and the appointment of Mr. Luttrell, 1 con 


fider as an abfolute furrenderof the conftituti-~ © — 


on to the minifter. The laws of the land are 
of no avail, when this Houfe alane can make 
a new law, adapted to-the capsice, violence, ° 
or injuftice of every emergency, and.when. re-_ 
prefentation in Parliament no Jonger depends ~ 
wpon the choice. of the electors. “Fhe peopi¢ 
of England may in. vain aflemble with the 
fond hope of effectually exercifing their no- - 
bleft franchife, if the ebject of their choice is’ * 
really what he ought to be, an independent - 
friend of Jiberty, fuperios to menace or cor-" ° 
ruption, The minifter has found-out a way to — 
baffle them in all their proceedings. He may, 
ly en 
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on any pretence, however frivolous, procure 
an expulfion, and extulfon, we know, means 
ingapacitation; {o that during a long period of 
 feven years, the favourite objec of a country’s 
‘choice may be kept cut, and the nominee of a 
gninifter be declared to reprefent a populous 
county. Canthere be a more folema mock- 
ery of the rights of a free people ? 

While fuch arbitrary refolutions as thofe 
refpecting the Middlefex electiens remain on 
our Journals, I think the minifter holds high 
the rod of vengeance over the head of every 
-member of this Houfe. .He ftands here with 
an-uplifted arm, fublimi flagel.o, to punifh the 
refrattory, and almoft every action of the ma- 
jority feems to betray their being either fwayed 
-by the daftardly pafion of fear, or corrupted 
. by the mean principle of reward. We are go- 
.yerned by Solon’s plan, pramio et pena, as Ci- 
-cero has fummed it up in three words. Isa 
.member obnoxious or unruly ? Accufe him of 
.a libel, or any other crime; then vote away 
_your own privileges to get at him; and before 
. the caufe can come toa trial by a jury of his 
_countrymen on cath, examine two or three 
partial and well-inftructed witnefles under no 

| fuch 


( ar J 


Juch. fanétion, and you may proceed immedi 
ately to expulfion. You then vote him inca- 
pable of being re-elected. The creature of 
thre minifter is received: in his place, and de- 
‘elared a reprefentative of the people. A 
Houfe of Commons may in this manner be fo: 
garbled, asnot tocontain a fingle’ fair and ho- 
neft reprefentative, elected according to the 
law of the Fand.. / 

The motion. of expunging from our records. 
the refolations of which I complain, is | know 
confidered by fome gentlemen: as a violent 
meafure. The cafe, I think, requires the 
moft fpirited mode of redrefs. I with as © 
full atonement to the people as poffible, 
The laft Parliament gave us an. inftance of 
expunging from our Journals what never ought 
to have been moved in this Houfe, the thanks 
to a ftupid ¢ tory parfon, of the rank Oxford 

breed 


+ Journals of Feb. 25, 1772, Vol. 43, p. 509. 
The Houfe was moved, That the Entry inthe Votes 
of the Houfe, of the 31ft day of January Jaft, ‘that 
“¢ the thanks of this Houfe be given to the Reverend 
*¢ Do&tor Nowell, for the Sermon preached by him 
‘¢ yefterday before this Houfe, at St. Margaret’s Weft- 
‘‘ minfter, and that he be detired to print the fame, 
6 &c, &c,” might be read. . 
Re- 
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Breed, fora libel on the Revolution, and’ the 
prefent eftablifhment, in a fermon preached oi» 
the anniverfary of the merited death of the ty- 
yant, CharlesI. If fo trifling a bufinefs as 

3 ‘ foolifh 


Refolved, That the faid Entry be expunged from 
the Votes of this Houfe. 

The sory fame of the wretched’ Dofor Noawell has 
Fately fuffered a total eclipfe by a pedantic fchoolmatter 
of Weftminfter, promoted to the Archbifhoprick of 
York in Dec. +776, a Doctor Wilitam Markbam. He 
preached afermon, all-powe: ful to foothe the foul in flum- 
bers, at Bow Church in the City, Feb. 21, 1777, be- 
fore the Incorporated Sooiety for the Propagation of 
the Gofpel in foreign parts. In whata meck {pirit of 
chriftianity, of geuntlenefs, patience, and forbearance, 
does this Minifter of the gofpel of peace ftate the nature, 
and bewail the wickednels, of the deluded parties among 
us? By what tender bonds of love and charity does this 
High Prief endeavour to: bring over the noblemen ank 
gentlemen in the oppeftica to the court paths cf honouf, 
peace, and: perhaps preferment? His Grace obfervesy 
“ nothing is too mean for the ufes of parties, as they are 
“Now conttituted Parties once hada principle belong- 
* iny tothem, abfurd perhaps, and indefenfible, but {till 
“ carrying a notion of duty, by which honelt minds 
“might eally be caught. But they are Now combi- 
“ nations of individuals, who inftead of being the 
* fons and fervants of the community, make a league 
« for advancing their private interefis. It is theis 
* bufinefs to hold high the notion of political honour. 
** ] believe and truft it is not. injurious to fay, that 
6 fuch a bond isno better than that, by which the lowe 

“ oudh 
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foolifh fermon, neither heard nor read by 2 
fcore perfons, called for fo fpirited a meafure,. 
ean it be deemed improper or violent, wher 
the rights of all the electors of the kingdom 


have been openly invaded, andthe ufurpatiory 
juttified 


* and wickedef. combinations-are beld togetwer ; and that 
“it denotes the laff flage of political depravity.” 

And is-really the union in a great: national caufe of 
fuch men as have compofed the prefent oppoftion, and 
fet their names to the (pirited Protefs of the very lafv 
f&-ffion, the Portlands, Richmonds, Devonthires, Mane-- 
chefters, Rockinghams, Atbingdons,-Chathams, Shel 
burnes, Effinghams, Fitzwilliams, Terringtons, &c,, 
* &c, and of the Saviles, Cavendifhes, Tcownflends,, 
Johnftones, Glynns, Wrays, Burkes, Barrés, &c, &c, 
ss fuch @ combination. of individuals in the two Houles. 
of Parliament to be confidered as a bond no better thar: 
that, by abich the loweff and wickedefl combinations 
are beld together 2 Are they really ae better than the 
lowefi and wickedeft combinationsof pirates and banditti?” 
Are they really zo éetter than gangs of robbers and 
lighwaymen ? : 

Ne fevi, magna facerdos, | 
Virgil. ABn. 6. 1. 54g. 

Surely inftead of this coarfe compliment we mightt 
expect a little favour from his Graee, when he affures: 
us, ‘* the apoftles themfelves, with alk their advan- 
“* tages, were not eakly freed from the entanglement 
“< of popular error.” If the infpired Apofilas did indeek& 
err, we uninfpired private chriftiaas might expe& fome 
indulgence, not inquilitorial feverity on account of ous 
popular errors, not to be confidered as-in a defperate 
cafe, in the laff flage of political depravity. I believe 
and treft it ts injurious to fay thie. ° This 
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juftiied by gentlemen in the higheft offices 


_ under the crown? The circumftance is truly 


:alarming, and demands:the’ utmoft exertions 

of an honeft zeal and generous ardour for the 
public weal.’ eo ; 

I own that I am not fo nice and {crupulous 

about preferving every line of the immenfity of 

the learned lumber int our Journals. . They are 

: , become 


This political fermon tells us, “awhat is afumed upon 
-© the prefent occafon is the glorious nature of LIBERT ¥. 


» © Tt realizes and fecures all the reh; and by thofe, who 


“ are in the enjoyment of it, ought.to be maintatned at 
* all hazards.” Have viot the Americans on this juit 
ground taken up arms? ‘* But it remains to be fettled.” 
Was it not fertled by the Revolution? ‘ Wherein does‘ 
“< it confi?” St. Paul, in the Epiftle to the Romansy 
has anfwered this queftion of the Archbithop of York. 
He makes fiberty, glorious kberty, confit in being de- 
-livered from the bondage of corruption, a prayer, which 
is often made by the people of England for the Hizb’ 
Court of Parkament. The Apoftle fays, “becuufe the 
¢¢ creafure itfelf alfo fhall bedelivered from the bond< 
“€ age of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
"™ children of God.” chap. 8, ver. 21. The Arch- 
bifhop goes on, © I Lave fometimes thought it a 
“* misfortune, that a thing fo valuable and tmpor- 
*< tant, foould have no word in our language to exprefs 
“¢ at, except one which goes to every thing that is wild 
. © and lauilefs.” Does the fignification of the word J- 
, berty really go to every thing that is wild and lawlefs ? 
Has this /earned Prelate, who is fo deep in Latin, Greek, 
He. 


% 
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become the mere regifters of royal edidts, 
of turnpike roads, -enclofures, and mat- 
ters of -private bufinefg. There are many 
whole pages difgracefyl to the natton among 
our - trivial, fond records. My heart bleeds, 
when I read all the unjuft and inhuman refo- 

: lutions 


Hebrew, the Coptic, Perfian, Chaldaic, Arabic, Syriac, ° 
Phoenician, Pa'myrene, Chinefe, Gentoo, &, dc, who 
is. himfelf.a perfect Po/yglott, has he never heard of the . 
Englith words licentioufne/s and licence to exprefs every 
thing that is wild and lawlefs, as dikinguifhed from 
berty, -Peufioner -Johnion'’s .DsStionary would have 
told him that di: entioufne/s is ** boundlets Aberty, a con- 
‘© tempt of juft reftraint.” He might there have found 
the anthority of Savift, who fays, ‘this cuftom has 
-*© been always looked upon, by the wifeft men, as an 
© effeét of licentioufnefs, and not of sberty.” He 
.would in the fame diftionary have found that.‘‘licence”* 
“* is exorbitant Jiberty, coutempt of /egal and neceffary 
© reftraint.” Milton underftood the difference be- 
,tween /iberty and licence, as well as Swift did between 
liberty and licentioufneft, although the Archbifhop of 
York feemsto underftand neither. The Englith Homer 
fays, ‘* Licence they mean, when they cry liberty.” The - 
Englith Janguage is not reproached with poverty, but 
by thofe, who are ignorant of it. 
What a melancholy confideration is-it-for the rifing 
generation, that-an illiberal-Prieft, one of 
The low-born, cell-bred, felfith,: fervile band, 
_although now promoted to be a general officer in 
ithe fable army of the minifterial mercenaries of the 
hburch Militant in the Houfe of Lords, that fuch a 


(r 126. y) 


Jutions againft our fellow fubjeéts ‘in America, 
‘the fleets and armies voted for the vain attempt 
“of fubduing the wxconguerable fpirit of liber- 
ty among the defcendants of Englifhmen. 
When I reflect on the fubfequent proceed- 
‘ings, the barbarous and favage manner in 
«which you have carried on the war, by at- 
-tempting to ftarve thoufands of jnduftrious 
fithermen, and labouring poor, with their fa- 
-milies, as well.as-the burning apen and de- 
fencelefs towns and -villages, I wifh, for the 
mational humanity and honour, avhich former- 

- ly 


See 
-man fhould,. have: been -Preceptor: to .the children of 
England, to the Prince of Wales, and Bithop of 
Ofmabrugh? ‘Was a mere bookworm, who does not 
-yet know the meaning of the. moft important word 
‘jn the language of this free country, who is equal- 
_ly ignorant of the. ting, and is ound ftumbling 
at the very threfhold of dberty, was fuch a perfon 
fit for fuch a.charge? The child that .is unbors 
may rue the fatal miftake. ‘Is the next age likewife 
_to deplore the mifchievous errors of the bad education 
of their prince? 

I was reallysforeed to remind his Grace of the Apoftle 
Paul. May I foftly. whifper.in his ear a few words of Se 
Peter, becaufe they are a good receipt tocure magifieria 
pride and petulance? As free, azd not ufing your L1- 
-BERTY for a cloke of MALICIOUSNESS---honour all 


amen, love the brotherhood. 
The Firft Epiftie General of Peter, 


ch. HM, Vo. 165°87 
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Ay ftood fo high, that thefe black pages of owe 
Journals, and every trace of the cruelties and 
‘horrors which followed, were obliterated from 
the records of this Houfe, of this kingdom, 
of the human-race. 

In juftice to the ufurped and violated rights 
“of this county, in a full fenfe of duty to all 
ny brother electors at large, and to prevent the 
‘moft fatal and pernicious precedent being ever 
sufed by a wicked and ill. defigning-minifter ta 
the deftruction of the facred right.of election, 
of national freedom, and independency, I.:move, 
‘6 that the refulution of the Hloufe of the i7th 
4° of February, 1769, that John Wilkes, E/gs 
“6 having been in this feffion of Parliament ex- 
86 pelled this Heufe, vas and it, incapable of fit- 
“© ting in the prefent Parliament, be expunged 
“from the journals ef ‘this Houfe, as being 
** fubverlive of the rights of the whole body 
6 of the electors of this kingdom.” 


Vorss of Odtober 31, 1776. 
Refolved, ** That an humble addrefs be pres 
“6 fented to His Majefty, to return His Ma~ 
46 jefty the thanks of this Houfe, for His moft 
* gracious Speech from the Throne: | 
Ta 
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‘To aflure His Majefty, **that while we 
-¢lament the.continuance of the troubles 
-“¢ which ‘have fo long diftraéted His Colonies in 
.S© North America, and of the calamities and 
. 6 oppreffions which our unhappy Fellow Sub- 
“jects are ftill fuffering under the arbitrary 
* tyranny of -their leaders, .we.cannot. forbear 
.“ to exprefs our deteffation and abhorrence of 
.“ the audacious and defperate fpirit of .ambi- 
-§§ tion, which has at laft carried thofe Leaders 
-8¢ fo'far, as openly to. renounce all allegiance 
‘© to the Crown, and.all political conneGion 
*¢ with this country; and in direct terms to 
-6© prefume to fet up their rebellious confederacies 
-$* for Independent States,” -&c. &c. 


‘Mr. Wilkes faid, | 
“Mr. Speaker, 
 The+ honourable gentleman, .who:fpoke 


" ¢Jaft, endeavours. to miflead the Houfe. It is 


, certain that no preffing has at this time“been 


‘carried on in the city of London, or its liber- 


_ties. No prefs-gangs have dared to make their 
appearancein that.jurifdittion. “Thofe lawlefs 
. ‘bands 
$$ 
+t. George Wombwell, Eq; Memberfor, Hunting- 
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‘bands of cruel banditti very prudently chofe 
other fcenes of horror and bloodfhed, of lefs 
danger to themfelves. ‘The city has hitherto . 
remained in perfect fafety and tranquility, ina 
moft happy ftate of fecurity, by the vigilance, 
intrepidity, and noble love of liberty, which 
are confpicuous in its prefent worthy { chief 
magiftrate. 

The conduct of Adminiftration, Sir, in the 
Jate iffuing of prefs-warrants, before they had 
tried the operation of the high bounty, is te- 
tally unjuftifiable. The Speech new in your 
hand, Sir; is fo very pacific, that the large . 
bounty of five pounds for every able, and fifty 
hhillings for every ordinary, feaman, promifed 
in laft Saturday’s Gazette, might fafely, for a 
fhort ,time at leaft, have been trufted to, the 
emergency not being thought by adminiftration 
very critical. From the minifter’s own ftate of 
public affairs in the Speech there was no danger 
in the experiment. Much cruelty and bloodfhed 
had been avoided, many valuable lives preferved. 

The affair of Long Ifland has been mifre- 
prefented, and greatly magnified. The fu- 

Vou. I. K _ —periority 


t Mr. Sawbridge, Member for London, then Lord 
Mayas. 
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periozity of numbers was very confiderable. 
General Howe landed 22,000 men. The pro- 
vincials had only 6,000 effective men on that 
iland. They were ordered to retreat, and 
4,000 did according] y, without being attack- 
ed, embark for the ifland of New-York. 
. There was a real miftake of orders asto the 
other 2,000, butthey acted as brave men al- 
ways will act under a mzflake of orders; they 
fought. They faw the énemy, left their en- 
trenchments, and attacked with fpirit. From 
the fuperiority of numbers, and their flanks 
being neglected and unguarded, they were ta- 
tally defeated. ‘They did not however remain 
inactive, like cowgrds, on an important day of 
battle. No fuch imputation can be fixed on 
them. Nothing decifive can follow from the 
late fucce(sful affair againft the Americans on 
Long Ifland, no more than from the defcat of 
the Britifh troops at Sullivan’s ifland. New 
York will probably fall into your hands, but 
your fituation will in that cafe be fcarcely 
mended fince the laft year, for you then pof- 
feffed the capital of North America, Bofton. 
Is that great and important town advan- 
tageoufly exchanged for New York? I forgot 

that 
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that we ftill Jikewife pofiefs the fifhing tramlet 
of Halifax.—But, Sir, we ought to take a 
much larger and more comprehenfive view of 
this interefting {cene, which is now fully dif- 
clofed. 

The important difpute of Great Britain with 
her colonies has for 2 confiderable time fixed 
the attention, not only of this nation, but of 
almoft all Euroge. The moft effential interefts 
of this country, and indeed of the greater 
part of the powers on the continent, are deep- 
ly interefted in the evens. The facrifice of fu 
much blood and treafure is to every flate 
an object of high importance, but to us, 
whofe empire feems mouldering away, of the 
neareft concern. I much fear we are now 
brought by inextricable difficulties to the very 
verge of deftruction. 

Since our laft meeting, Sir, the fcene, with 
refpect to. America, has totally changed. Ine” 
ftead of negociations with various provincial 
alfemblies, inftead of deliberating on the.moft 
effetual mode of enforcing the parchment de- 
claration of ourt conffitutional fuperiority over 

K 2 our 

t The late adminiftration came into employment 

under the mediation of the Duke of Cumberiant 
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eur Colonics, of our right to bind them tn all cafes 
whatfoever, we muft confider if we have power 


to bind them én any cafe, for we have now a 
war tocarry on againft the Free and Independent 


fates 


July 10, 1765, and was removed, upon a plan fettled 
by the Earl of Chatham, on July 30, 1766, having 
Jafted one year and 25 days. 
In that {pace of time 
The diftragtions of the Britith Empire were compofed by 
“‘The Repeal of the American Stamp-Aé,” 
But the confitnticnal fuperiority of Great Britain 
was preferved by 
“The A& for fecuring the dependance of the Colonies," 
&e, &e. 
\ A foort Account of a late Adminiftration. 
{publithed in Auguft 1766.] 

The A&, commonly called the Declaratory AR, is 
fo much the fubjeé& of political difpute, that i thall 
give it entire from the Statutes at large. 

Anno Sexto Georgii III. A. D. 1766. 
' An A&t for the better fecuring the Dependency of 
His Majefty’s Dominions in America upon the Crown 
~and Parliament of Great Britain. 

Whereas feveral of the Houfes of Reprefentatives 
in His Majefty’s Colonies and Plantations in America, 
have of late, againft Law, claimed to themfelves, or 
to the General Afiemblies of the fame, the fole and 
exclufive right of impoting Duties and Taxes upon 
His Majefty’s lubjects i in the faid Colonies and Plan- 
tations ; and have, in purfuance of fuch claim, paffed 
ecrtain votes, refolutions, and orders, derogatory ta 


the 
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ates of America; a wicked war, which has 
been occafioned folely by a fpirit of violence, 
injuftice, and obftinacy in our minifters, un- 
paralelled in hiftory. In the beginning of 


K 3 Sep= 


the legiflative authority of Parliament, and inconfiftent 
with the dependency of the faid Colonies and Plants- 


tions upon the Crown of Great Britain: May it there- - 


fore pleafe your mok excellent Majefty, that it may be 
declared ; and be it declared by the King’s molt ex- 
celleat,Majefty, by and with the advice and confent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the fame, that the faid Colonies and Planta- 
tions in America have been, are, and of right ought 
to be, fubordinate unto, and dependent upun, the in 
perial Crown and Parliament of Great Britain ; and 
that the King’s Majefty, by and with the advice and 
confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled, 
had, bath, and of right ought to bave, full power gnd 
authority to make Laws and Statutes of sufficient force 
and validity to bind the Colonies and People of America, 
fubje&s of the Crown of Great Britain, in all cafes 
whatfoever. 

II, And be it further declared and enaéted by the 
authority aforefaid, That all Refolutions, Votes,: Or- 
ders, and Proceedings, in any of the faid Colonies or 
Plantations, whereby the power and cuthority of the 
Parliament of Great Britain, to make Laws and Sta- 
tutes as aforefaid is denied or drawn into queftion, are, 


and are hereby declared to be, utterly null and-voidt . 


to all intents and purpofes whatloever. . a) 
"6 Fhe 


® 
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September, in the left year,¢ 2 very humble and 


dutiful Pewtion was fert from the congrefs to. 
bis Majefty, in which his Mayefty was fupplt- 
cated *‘to dirett fome mode, by which the 
*< united applications of his faithful colonifts 
‘to the throne, in purfuance of their com- 
*‘ mon councils, may be improved into a hap- 
* py and permanent reconciliation.” There 
was nat a word in the petitton which did not 
breathe fubmidion and loyalty, and yet the 
official anfwer of Lord Dartmouth, fecreta- 
ry at that thne for the American department, 
after a long deliberation, was to the laft degree 
irritating. It was, that no anfwer wonld be 
given, 

. | ; 

‘The Declaratory AG, and the Repeal of -the Ameri- 
tan Stamp-Ad, received the Royal Affent on the fame 
day, March 18, 1766, in the Admuniftration of the 
Marquis of Rockingham. 

t+ The ftrong defire of peace and reconciliation in the 
inhabitants of Maffachutet’s Bay, which has been al- 
way’ confidered zs the mott violent as well as powerfull 
of all the American colonies, even immediately afte: the 
" weurilers by the Kimg’s troops at Lexmgton and -Con- 
cord,.on thergth of April, 1775, is confptcuous in their 
«s A dds to the iwhabitants of Great Britain.” 

$n, Provincia] Congre(s. Watertown, 
April 26, 1775. 

F rierds, ond Fellow Subje&s, 

Hoftibaies are at length commenced in this colony 


he troops under commend ef Geueral-Gage, dc. -See. 
Thee, 
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given, that i iss we will not treat, we fcorn to 
negociate with you, we exact unconditional fub- 
miffion. This anfwer, Sir, in my opinion, 
might juftly be called indignity and infult, and in 
a much higher degree than what the Speech 
fays the Americans have offered to England, 
after all. the provocations on our part. It 
drove the Americans to defpair, and with the 
violation of the perfidious promifes in Lord 

K 4 Hillfborough’s 


Thefe, brethren, are marks of miniflerial vengeznce 
againft this colony, for refuling, with her fifter colo- 
nies, a fubmiffion to flavery; but they ave not yet 
detached.us from our royal forvereign; we profe/s to be 
bus Loyal and dutiful fubjedis; and fo hardly deah wah 
as we have been, are fill ready with our lives and for- 
tunes to defend his perfan, family, crown, and dig- 
@ity; newerthelefe te the perfccutian and tyranny of 
his cruel miniftry, we will-net tamely fubmit; appeal- 
ing to Haaven for the juice of our caufe, awe deter - 
ausue to die or be free. 

We cannot think that the honour, wildom and vwa- 
dour of Britans will fuffer them to be longer inactive 
{pectators of meafures.in which they themfelves are fo 
deeply interefied ; meafures purfued in oppofition to 
ahe falamn Pratefis of many noble Lords, and expreffed 
fenfe of confpicuous Commons, vehofe knowledge and 
virtue have long characterised them ae fome of the 
greatelt men tn the nation; mea/fures executing con- 
grary to the intereft, petitions and refolves ot many 
Jarge refpsétable counties, osties, and boroughs in 
Gerat Britain; meafures highly incompatible with 


jurtice 
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Hillfborough’s famous official ¢ circular letter, 
laid the real foundation of their Declaration. of 
Independency. 

Much has been faid, Sir,. of the prophecy 
of the minifters, that the Americans would. 
in the end declare themfelves independent. 
I give the minifters no credit for fuch a: 
prophecy. They went on the fureft grounds.* 
They might very fafely promulgate fuch 
a prediion, when they knew that the 
unjuft and fanguinary meafures, which they 
intended to purfue, muft bring about the 
| event. 


juitice, but ftill puriued with a fpecious pretence of 
eafing the nation of. its burthens; sreafures which, if 
fuceefsful, muft end in the ruin and flavery of Britain, 
as well as the perfecuted American colonies. 

We fincerely hope that the great. Sovereign of the 
Univerfe, who hath fo often appeared for the Englith. 
nation, will {upport you in every rational and manly 
exertion with thefe colonies for faving it from ruin, 
and that is @ conflitutional conne@ion with our mether 
country, we foall foon be altogether a free and happy 
people. §  ° ~—-‘ Signed by Ocder, 

JOS. WARREN, Prefident, 

t The Circular Letter of the Earl of Hillfborough, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, to all the Gover- 
nots on the Continent and Iilands. 

Whitehall, May 13, 1769. 

Inclofed I fend you the gracious Speech made by the 
King to his Parliament at the clofe of ‘the Seffion on 
Tuefday lak, What 
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event. They drove the Americans into their 
prefent flate of independeny. ‘The Jefuits in 
France rifqued nothing when they prophefied 
in 1610 the death of the beft prince that ever 
reigned in Europe, within that year. Theis’s 
was the fure word of prophecy. ‘They employ- 
ed. Ravaillac to aflaffinate their fovereign. 

An 


What His Majefty is pleafed to fay in relation to- 
- the meafures which have been purfued in North Ame- 
rica will not efcape your notice, as the fatisfaion His 
Majelty exprefles in the approbation his Parliament 
has given to them, and the affurances of their firm. 
fupport in the profecution ef them, together with his 
royal opinion of the great advantages that will proba- 
bly accrue fron. the concurrence of every branch of 
the legiflature in the refolution of maintaining a due 
execution of the laws, cannot fail to produce the moft 
falutary effeéts. 

From hence it will be underftood, that the whole 
legiflature concur in the opinion adopted by His Ma- 
jefty’s fervants, that no meafure ought to be taken. 
which can any way derogate from the legiflative autho- 
rity of Great Britain over the Colonies; but I take 
upon me to affure you, notwithftanding infinuations :. 
to the contrary from men with faStious and:feditious 
views, that His Majefty’s prefent adminiftration have 
at no time entertained a defign to propofe to Parlia- 
ment to lay any further taxes upon America for the 
purpofe of raifing a revenue. and that it is at prefent.: 
their intention to propofe in the next Seffion of Parlia- 
ment to take off the duties upon glafs, paper and cp- 

lours 
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An ‘honourable + gentleman near me, fir,-at- 
tacks the American Declaration of Independeney 
in a yery peculiar manner. He pronounces it a 
wretched compofition, very ill written, drawn ap 
only with the view to captivate the people. That, 
fir, is the vory reafon why I approve it moft as a 
compofition, as well 93 a wife, political mea- 
fure, for the people are to decide this great con- 
troverfy. If they are captivated by it, the end 
is attained. The polifhed periods, the har- 
monious, happy expreffions, the grace, tafe, 
and elegance of a beautiful diction, which 
we chiefly admire, very little captivete the 
people of America. Manly, nervous: fenfe 
they relifh, even in the moft awkward and un- 

ceuth 


lours upon confideration of fuch duties having been 
laid contrary to the true principles of commerce. 
Thefe thave dlways been, and ftill are, the fenti- 
ments of His Majefty’s prefent fervants, and the prin- 
ciples by which their conduct with refpect to America 
has ‘been governed, and Fis Moajefty relies upon your 
prudence and ‘fidelity fur fuch an explananation of His 
speafures; as may tend té remove the prejudices which 
Pave been excited by the mifreprefentations of thofe 
who are enemies to the peace and proiperity of Great 
Britain and her Colonies, and to re-eftablith that mru- 
tnal confidence and affcétion upon which the glory and 
fafety. of the Britith empire depend. ° 


+ Governor Johnftone, Member for Appleby. 
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couth drefs of language. Whatever ‘campo- 
fitian produces the effect which is intended 
in the moft forcible manner, is, in my opi- 
nion, the beft, and the moft to be approved. 
That mode fhould always be purfued. It has 
the moft merit, as well as fuccefs, on the 
great theatre of the world no Jefs than on the 
ftage, whether you mean to infpire pity, ter= 
rer, or any other paffion. 

‘The thosrourable + gentleman, Sir, who fe- 
conded the addrofs, fays, the American 'De 
claration of dndependency was no furpriue to bimam 
nor I believe, Sir, to any man of common 
refietion, after our ‘hoftilities and cruelties, 
after the frantic and extravagant career, which 
adminiftration purfued, with a full chorus of 
approbation ftom the majority of this Houfe. 

The f{pcech tn your hand, Sir, which ant 
honourable gentleman near-me has well catled 
n fpeech of bypocrify, mentions the “‘ aflurances 
** of amity, which this Majefty continues to 
‘* yeceive from the feveral courts of Europe.” 
At the beginning of the daft feffion, the mi 
mifter pave us ia the King’s fpeech more ex- 

plicit 
+ George Finch Hatton, Efq; Member for Rochefter. 
¢ Governor Johnftone. 
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plicit affurances. It-was faid, ‘I am happy 
©€ to add, as well from the aflurances [ have 
“¢ received, as from the general: appearance of 
“ affairs in Europe, I fee no probability that 
*° the meafures, which you may adopt, will be 
“interrupted by difputes with any foreign 
“© power.” We have no fuch affurances held 
out to us this year, that our meafures will not 
be interrupted by difputes with any foreign 
power; but we have fill aflurances of amity, 
which are daily contradicted by the immenfe 
preparations of the neighbouring foreign pow- 
ers of France and Spain, and indeed of the 
whole houfe of Bourbon. The accounts from 
Naples contain little but the vaf preparations 
making by the king of the two Sictlies. Are 
we indeed fimple and eredulous enough to 
truft to general vague expreffions of politenefs, 
againft the clear evidence of facts? Our mi- 
niftry know very well that an American pri- 
vateer being lately topped at Bilboa in Bifcay, 
an exprefs was immediately difpatched to Ma~ 
drid, which returned with the fulleft dire€tions 
for the releafe of the privateer, and permiffior 
to furnifh him with provifions, ftores, ammu- 
nition, in fhort, with whatever he wanted. This 

fact 
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fa& will not be denied. Is Spain then ‘ore of 
the foreign powers, which again foothes us 
with thefe honied affurances of amity? Has 
fate ordained, that we are neither to poflefs 
capacity enough to profit by the example of 
others, nor even by our. own experience? In 
the very firft year of the prefent reign, in Sep- 
tember 1761, the Gazette told us, that “the 
“< Catholic king had, at no time, been more 
<< intent upon cultivating a good correfpon- 
© dence with England, than in the prefent con- 
¢ juncture.” This declaration was received feri- 
oufly here, held out as part of the court creed 
among us, and laughed at by all the reft of 
Europe. In the beginning of the following 
January, without any one new fact having oc- 
curred of any moment, war was declared by 
England againft Spain. Will the plaufible, 
{mooth-tongued French likewife be able to 
lull us into a fatal fecurity againft the evidence 
of all hiftory.? Can we expect to be treated by 
them in any other manner than the Spaniards 
were at the time of the famous revolt of Por- 
tugal? The French fent whole regiments, 
completely officered, into the fervice of the 
thoufe of Braganza, They paid them under- 
hand 
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fand: the fame as their national troops, yet 
all the. while declared: their abhorrence. of re- 
bellions and of rebels, iffuing proclamation 
after preclamation, and: recalling their deferters 
under the moft fevera penalties. Sir, there ig 
mot a power in Europe, unfubfidized by Great- 
Britein, which does not wifh fuccefs to the 
Americans. We are confidered almoft every 
where on the continent, in the odious lighe 


of + tyrants and. oppreflars, 
Fhe 


+ A French gentleman, whofe univerfal genius is 
no lefs.admired at Peterfburg than at Puris, after _ 
mentioning fame /peeches in the Englifh Houfe of 
Commons on American Affairs, writes to his friend 
at London. 

Jen ai auffi fait un, et Te voici. ‘* Meffieurs, je 
4¢ ne vous parlerai point de. la juftice ou do Pinjuftice 
4¢ de votre conduite. Je fens bien que ce mot n‘eft 
4 que du bruit, quand il s’agit de linterét général. 
4¢ Je pourrois vous parler de vos moyens.de réuffir ; ct 
** vous demander fi vous étes affez forts pour jouer le 
4‘ role d’oppreffeurs. Cela toucheroit un peu de plus 
4¢ prés 4 la queftions; cependant je n’en ferai. ren. 
«¢ Mais je- m'entendrai 4 vous fupplier de jetter les 
*¢ yeux fur les nations qui vous haiffent. Interrogez 
*¢ les ; voyez ce qu’elles peafent de vaus, et dites moi 
s¢ jufques 4 quand vous avez refolu de faire rire vos 
4° enemit.” 

Il paroit ici un papier qu'on dit étre d'un hamme 
Amportant de votre natien., I] paroit parce papier que 

le 


4 
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_ The fpeech, Sir, ftates, that <if-treafon 
S“ be fuifered. to take reat, much mifehief mult 
‘6 grow from it to the fafety. of my loyal cele- 
“$ nies.” Alas! Sis, what we call treafen and 
rebellion, and they juft refiftance and a glo- 
rious. revolution, has taken root, avery deep 
rect indeed, and.has fpread aver almoft ail the 
American colonies. In this very fpeech, we 
are told: of their mumbers, their weal, their 
Sir ength by fea and land. ‘The laal colonies are 
three, the free provinces thirteen. In laying 
on tue embargo, the exceptian to the rule is 
ridiculqus enough. It is as thirteen to three. 
_ The Gazette fays, “‘any of my colonies in 
“¢ North America, except the colonies of New- 
‘« Hampfhire, Maflachufet’s-Bay, Rhode-If- 
‘¢ Jand, Connecticut, New-York, New- Jerfey, 
‘© Pennfylvania, the three lower countries on: 

Dew 


le projet fecret de la mere patrie, oft de faire Egorger 
la moitié des colona, et de redyire Jo rofte a la condi- 
tion des negres. 


Nothing furely could be more lamentable to thofe 
who remember the flourifhing days of this kingdom, 
than to fee the infane joy of feveral unhappy people, 
amidft the fad fpectacle which our affairs and condu& 
exhibit to the feorn of Europe. , 

Burke's Letter to the Sheriffs of Briftol. 
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*¢Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Ca- 
“© rolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia.” Of 
what other colonies was his Majefty in pof- 
feffion at his acceffion 19 the throne? 1 think the 
- permiffion extends only to the three provinces, 
which we have not yet loft, to the Roman 
Catholic provinces of Canada and Florida, and 

to Nova Scotia. 
| We have now been carrying on for two 
years a favage and piratical, as well as an un- 
juft, war. Every demand of government has 
been complied with, and yet the great force 
‘employed both by fea and land has not hither- 
to recovered a fingle province of all the con- 
federated colonies. On the contrary, the evil 
grows more defperate.¢ The laft ‘year only 
twelve 


* 


+ The wife Archbifhop of York tell us, ‘ that 
“we muft rely on the wifdom of ovr governors, 
4©in confidence that NECESSITY will at laf provide 
‘© thofe remedies, which forefght did not. {This feems 
6 quite a new application of the doGrine of NECES= 
“* siTY.” 

Sermon. preached in the City before the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gofpel in foreign parts. 


America is not fubdued. Not one unattacked vil- 
lage, which was originally adverfe throughout that 
waft continent, has yet fubmitted from love or terror. 

' You 
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ttwelve colonies humbly petitioned the throne. 
This year, by the acceffion of Georgia, we 
shave feen a foederal union of thirteen free and 
powerful provinces afferting their independency 
as high and mighty lates, and fetting our pow. 
er at defiance. This was done with circum- 
ftances of fpirit and courage in thefe revolted 
colonies, to which pofterity will do juftice, for 
it was directly after the fafe landing of your 
whole force. -In return you have plundered 
their coafts, -and fet fire to their open towns 
and defencelefs villages with a barbarity, 
which difgraces the Englifh name. In the 
midft of all the cruelties, terrors, and deva/fa- 
tions, which follow your arms, for befone them 
as as the garden of Eden, and behind them as the 
defolate wilernefs, the fpirit of the Americans 
is ftill unfubdued. hope, and firmly believe, 
you never will conquer the free fpirit of the 
defcendants of Englifhmen, thus exerted in an 
honeft caufe. They honour and value the blef- 
Vou. I, L fings 


aa ae eel 
‘You have the ground you encamp on; and you have no 
more. The cantorments of your troops and your domi- 
nions are exactly.of the fame catent. You fpread dewa/- 
tation, but you do-not enlarge the {phere of authority, 
Letter from Edmund Burke, Eig; to the Sheriffs of 
Britol, dated April 53,3777. Brifaled, p. 25. 
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fings of liberty, and are determined te we and 
ate freemen,® notwiteflanding the vaia «forts .. 
of every arbitrary power in Europe, Et ig a... 
foolifh attempt to think of conquering. and 
holding the itanienss territory of Nah Ame: 
niens ‘When thé whole country-is united again€ - 
The Minifter argues in, a trifing mapaer 
in the Speech on: the decifive good confequances 
from events only in the. province of New York, 
They do not prove that we -thail fubdue.Vire 
ginia; Or either of the Carolinas. |. Succefs.it - 
two or three battles or fieges cannot conclude 
for the final. fuccefs.of a war, . fo extenfiye aly 
ready, fo greatly complicated.» . 2.0. yg 
As to the tunanimity at Lame prophecied of 
an the © Speech, the very idea is ablurd, becaulg 
ae im- 


3 , ‘head 


i 
* If there be one fadt.in the world perfectly, clear, 
itis this, $4 Fhat the difpofition : of the people o of Ame- 
4° rica is wholly averfe to [ from) any’ other than’a free 
6 government.” Page 55. Gee, 
{ They are continually ‘boating of unanimity, Of 
calling for it. But before this wzantmity can be -mat- 
ter either of wifh or congratulation, we ought to be 
pretty fore, that we are engaged In a rational purfuit. 
Phrenzy does not become a flighter diftemper on‘ac~ 
count of the number of thofe who may’ be ‘infetted’ 
with it. . Delufion and weaknefs produce not oné mif- 

chief the lefs becaufe they are usiverfal. 
Letter from Edmund Burke, Efqj to the Sheriffs 

of Briftul. P. 38. 
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:impoMible, while the prefent fyftem of injuf- 


‘tice and opprefiion i is purfued. The American 


-war-has been declared’ by feveral gentlenien ‘in 
‘this Houfe te be unjuft, and unconftitutional 
‘in its firft principle, and, if perfifted in, -nc- 
-ceflarily to bring on our ruin.’ We have’ 
neither force to conquer, .-nor ftrength ‘to’ 
‘maintain fuch extenfive conquetts, if we could’ 
‘at prefent fucceed, if we could conti nue, by every 
‘Bale compliance ‘and facrifice of national ho-- 
nour, to perfuade our ancient open enemy, and 
-prefent falfe + friend, ‘France, to wear the po- 
Titicak mafk of amity, ‘and prefervé a ‘precarious 
.peacé. France fecretly exults,’ when fhe fees - 
“our brave countrymen turning their vidtorious 
‘fwords itito their own ‘bowels. 

Our fituation,” fir, is become truly critical. 
The conttitution of this cauntry’ is-at home 
fapped by bribery and corruption. ‘On the 

‘La "" other 


rer 
+ The great- Duke of -Mar borough, im a letter to 
‘Queen Anne, fays, ¥* It isnot-my opinion ‘only, but 
‘46 the.opinioa of all ‘mankind, . that the /riend/bip: of 
<*.Kraneg muft needs be -deftpuctive to your Majefty + 
*¢ there being é# that court a root of enmity irxecote 
“€© cileable to your Majefty" 5 government, and the religion. 

“66 of thofe langdoms. 
-An-Account of the Condugt of ‘the Dowager 
‘Duchels of Maslborough, Page 263, 
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other fide the Atlantic it is affailed by 
vialence and force of arms. “The too fa- 
tal fuccefs in this devoted nation is very 
evident, but in the new world, I truft, asa 
friend to mankind, that all the defpotic mea- 
fures of a ‘tyrannical. adminiftration will prove 
ineffeGtual. ‘It cannot be too often held 
out to minifterial felly and obftinacy, that it 
is impoffible for this ifland to conquer and 
hold America, They are determined and 
united. Your fleets may indeed every year 
‘ earry horror through all their coafts. Your 
armies may poflefs fome fea-port towns, but 
the numerous, and greatly increafing, people 
of the provinces will retire into the interior 
parts, of which you have already had fome 
experience. Peaceful towns and villages will 
cover their fruitful’ plains, and Jiberty fix her 
bieft abode among them, the unmolefted, happy 
inhabitants’ rejoicing that they are procul ¢ 
Five, procul g fulmine, 

' £ heartily agree, fir, with the §noble Lord 
in the amendment propofed; but I go farther, 
_and my opinion is, that if we expect to fave the 
empire, to preferve even for a fhort period, 
Canada or the Weft-Indian iflands, or to reco- 

ve 

4 Lord John Cavend:th, Member for York. 
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ver any part of the immenfe territory we have 
Jately loft, we muft recall our fleets and ar- 
mies, immediately repeal all the acts injuri- 
ous to the Americans pafled fince 1763, and re~ 
ftore their charters. We may then, if they 
will forgive, and can truft us, treat with thent 
on juft, fair, and equal terms, without the 
-idea of compulfion. In this way only can a 
foundation be laid for the reftoration of peace, 


internal tranquillity, and unity to this com 


vu'fed+ and difmembered empire. 
: 3 VoTEs 


+ Sir William Draper fays, “ that this. country is. 
“* con-vulfed in every part by anonymous, wicked, and 
“€ incendiary writers.’ Locke ts of opinion, that 


“* opprefion is the yreat canle of csv! commotion,” and 


furely rank, foul aéts of opprefion have been frequent 
for many years throughout this empire. The Kuight 
of the Bath being himfelf a fine, a very fine wyiter, 
attributes, in my opinion, too much tothe influence of 
fine writing, perhaps even of his own very fine writ~ 
ing, for the body of the pesple are more ufefully em- 


ployed than in the perufal of polite, elegant authors. . 


The people do not read very, much, nor reafon clofely 
on every ottafion, but they always feel jultly. Sir 
William, having theathed the bloody ford, aad bid 

Farewel the neighing Reed, and the fhrill trump, 
. The fpirit-ftirring drum, the ear-pierciag fifc, 

The royal banner, and alk quality, 

Pride, pomp, and ciscunftance of glorious evar, 

| Shakefpeare. 
brandithes the peaceful pen, {pills oczans of ink, and 
_ amutr 


e , ft 


fey 
‘ Vorts of February 47,1797; - 

The Bill to empower His Majefty to fccure~ 
and detain Perfons charged with, or‘fofpedted - 
of, the Crime of High Treafon; cammuitted 
in North America, ot on thé High: Seas, or: 
the Crime of Piracy, was" read: the + third: time 5: 

and: 


amufes himfelf in tuning to a delicate ear: fmooth and ‘ 
melodious periods. He never ‘was the miles gloriofus,- 
but a fal/e mode/ty does not' make him now conceal the: 
obligation he confers on mankind by his writings, nor” 
content -himfelf with axgonymous literary applaufe. 
Locke, sobly peafue, regardiefs of claffieal praife, intent 
only on ferving mankind, paffed his life in deep re- 
fearches concerning the “Haman Underftanding,” and 
“+ Civil Goveriment."” He does not quite agree with: 
Ser William. He tells us, ‘people are not fo eafily. 
*¢ got out of their old forms, as fome are apt to fug- 
*€ get. They are hardly to be prevailed with, to- 
“< amend the acknowledged faults, in the frame they 
6 have heen accuftumed to. Great miftakesin the ru- 
4‘ jing parts, many wrong and inconvenient laws, amd 
+ att the flips of human frailty, will be borne by the 
ec people withowt mutiny or mugmur. But, if a long 
“erain of abufes, prevarications, and artifices, alf 
** tending the fame way, make the defign vifible to the 
“46 people, ‘and they cannot but feel, what they lie under, 
‘s and fee whither they are going; it is not to be won- 
«¢ dered that they fhouldthen roufe themfelves, and en- 
‘* deavour to put the rule into fuck bands, which may 
“¢ fecure to them the ends, for which government was 
< at firft ere@ed.” 
Locke of Civil Government, book II. cb. 39° 
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and an ingroffed Claufe was added, by the 
Heute, to the Bill, by. way. of Ryder. 


Mr. Wilkes Laid, 
Mr, Speaker, . 

I cannot continue filent while-the fate of fo 
_ important a Bill as the prefent is depending 
_ before this Houle. Adminiftration at firlt 
brought in this Bill in a form,. which gave a 
. very general and juft alarm to the city, to the 
nation. If it bad paffed in that form, in my 
@pinion the whole kingdom would have been 
" put under an interdié? of law, The perfonak 
liberty of every man ia-this ifland had been 
ptecarious and infecure, depending folely on 
the will of the minifter.: ; The’ fpitie of the 
Bill in its original {tate was oppreffion and ty- 
yanny threugh every part of the empire. In 
this ftate the Bill hae continued ‘ill this day. 
By the patriatic zeal of an + honoutable gen- 
tleman of the law, a claufe has jult been of- 
' fered, and adopted by way of Ryder, as it is 
cabled in this age of the Bill, which gives 
peace of mind, and. fecurity ia fome degree, 
“to every fabje& refident in this- kingdom, for 
perfons under this defcription are at length de- 

L, 4 _ cl arcd 
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clarcd not to be the objefs of this Bill.¢ F 


fpeak of the claufe, Sir, evén as pretended ta 
‘be 


+ In Mr. Burke's Letter to the Sheriffs of Briftol it 
is faid, * the main operative regulation of the act is to 
** fufpend the common law, and the ttatute, Habeas 
“6 Corpus, (the fole fecurities either for libesty-or juftice): 
‘swith regard to all thofe who. have been out of the . 
‘'yealm, or on the hivh feas, within a given time. 
“6 The reft of the people,. as:I underftand,. are to con- 
‘ einue as they flood before. 

“ I confefs, gentiemen,. that this appeare to me, as: 
‘6 bad in the principle, and far worfe in its confe-- 
“ fequence, than an ‘univerfal fofpenfion of the Habeas. 
“ Corpus aét; and the limiting qualification, initead of. 
“ taking out the fling, does in my humble opiniow 
ss Parpen and envenom it to a greater degree. Liber-- 
“ty, if I underftand i at all, is a general principle, 
‘and the clear right of all the fubjeéts within the 
“4 gealm, or of none. Partial freedom feems to me 2. 
* mottinvidiens mode of flavery.” p. 3% , 

. When Mr Danning moved the claule of limitation, 
he faid that he meant to take the fing out of the Bill as 
to all the people of Great Britain, whom he juftly repre- 
fented as exceedingly alarmed at the fulpeafion.of the 
Common Law and the Habzas Corpur, at the temporaty, 
lofs of thofe bulwarks of the conftitution, which Mr, 
Burke admits to be the fole fecurities either for liberty or . 
juftice. The city of London had petitioned the Houfe of 
Commons on the 24th of February, and declared, that if 
the Bill theuld pats into a law, it would create the 
greatefi uneafine/s in the miads of many ef His Ma- 
jily’s good fubjec?s, and tend to excite the moft alarming 
difiurbances, &c, &c, therefore earnefily befeeching the 
Houfe, that the faid Bill may not pafs inte a Law; or 

at 
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be amended by an} honourable gentleman o# 
the treafury bench. His words However, Sir, 
out of the realm, are too loofe and ambiguous, 
by. no means defcriptive enough of the per- 
fons, 
at leaft to take fueb cave as in their wifdom may feem 
meet, to prevent it front being extended, in its eperation 
or confiruction, to any of His Majefly’s fubjeds refident 
in thefe kingdoms. The great with and effort of thole 
gentlemen in oppofition, who ateended their duty in Par- 
Hiament, was to have thrown out the Bill, and thereby 
freed every fubje&t of the empire from the terrors of the 
arbitrary power propofed to he veited in the prefent ad- 
miniftration. When that was found impracticable after 
yepeated trials in every ftage of the Bill, they exerted 
themfelves, and happily fucceeded in delivering molt of 
. the inhabitants of Great Britain, His Majefty’s fubjedts 
stfident in thefe kingdoms, from the tangs of a cruel nfi- 
_njftry. Tothem the nation is indebted tor the prejent 
peace and fecurity. of its capital, of this great feat of em- 
pire, of this whole ifland. Are they now, inftead of being. 
thanked, to beharfhly told by thote, who did not attend 
their duty in Parliament, that they have done milchiets 
that, fo far from taking out the fling, they have sharp- 
ened ant envenomed it to a greater decree, that they 
‘ cught to have futfered fo wicked an-A& to have beem 
univerfal, and to have extended to Great Britain as well 
as America? Are they now to be reproached by thole, 
who would not join in the minifterial attack, that the 
Aa is far worfe in its confequence, when by their ge- 
nerous ftruggles, and glorious vietory, it can have no. 
confeyuence whatever to the mott important part of the 
empire ? 
t Charles Wolf: an Cornwall, Efq; Member for 
Winchellea, a Lord of the Treafury. 


‘ 
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fons, who are. declared by adminiftration not 


- defigned ro be the abjecks of the Bill. The 
«Bik 


nnn 
empire? .Werg they to have facrificed the fole fecuritter 
either for liberty or juftice for themfelves, for the whole 
Mland, toa fpecutation, that partial freedom was 2 
moft invidious mode of favery? ' Mr’ ‘Butke judges. 
better for his friends, the two Sheriffs of Briftol' He tells: 
them in this letter, “I never ventured to put ‘your Jolidin- 
derefis upon fpeculative groterds.” p. 48. Lhave'rot heard 
of any anfwer to this letter from either of the Sheriffs of 
Briftol, “ that boneff, well-ordered, virttots city, a 

“ people who preferve. more of the original Englifhs 
“ fimplicity; and purity of manners than perhaps any’ 
. ® other.” p. 69. As to the Brikol Sheriffs’ ideas of 
their folid intewefts, I take it for granted that they ex- 
a&thy coincide with thofe of the Sheriffs of London, the 
Aidermen Plumbe and Thomas. They well know 
their own /elid isterefis, and certainty proceed: upom 
Ppecalative grounds effentinlly cdiffereht, both in nature. 
and extent, from thole of Mr. Burke. Their /pecu~ 
dations do not extend beyond Exchange- Aliey. Mz. 
Burke's angel genius takes in 

‘Phe hemifphere of earth 'i in clearelt ken. 
MILTON. 

I will anfwer for mot City Sheriffs, whether of Lon= 
dou ot Brifiel, at leat for the prefent London Sheriffs, 
hat they attend to their own folid interefls; ‘and “have 
“ never troubled their underftandings with /pecala~ 
“ tions concerning the unity of empire, and the identity 
* or diftingtion of legifldtive powers.” p. 54. Their 
Speculations however aye neither partial; nor narrow. 
Theyypeculate on every thing, on the-Omntum with 
wonderful intelligehce and fagacity. Jf they do not 
Pomel Jooralize on this. frail and fever ida being, 

they 


Cis J 
Bil) is profefied to relate-only to treafons comis- 
mitted is North America: by perfons attually. 


re-- 


they calculate with amazing exaéthefs the great uncer- 
teinty of Auwas Hife,-and the mok minute degrees of 
the probability of its continuance in every: object of 
their fpeculations, Nor are their /pecubstions confined: 
to any fad&ion, or influenced by the blind zeal of party. 
Whigs and Tories, courtiers atni‘patriots, are indif- 
ferent to them, as'to life annuities, and'‘reverfonary pay- 
ments. They even with to unite them--in a joint fecurity.: 
- But to return to the argument of the partial fufpen- 
fion of the Habens Corpus. Ye a man voluntarily" 
to fubmit.to the conflagration. of his. own dwelling: 
houfe,; becaufe fome: diftant. buildings of his are in‘ 
denger of being burnt?) Ts-a phyfician to give up- 
every idea of preferving the head or the heart, from a: 
belief that fuch extremities as the hands or the feet are in: 
an alarming -ftate ?’ Is he ta endeavour ro cure, becaufe 
Ke cannot faveall his patients? If we cannot beftow the 
godlike gift of univer/al, we ought {urely to give partial, 
freedom. When the minority found it impoffible to redeent™ 
JSrom flaverythe whole empire, they faved the mof valua- 
ble part. They nobly ftruggled, and fircceeded for ue 
on this fide the Atlantic. I will tru& the fons of Ame- 
rica to their own: virtue and prowels, by which] have 
no daubt of their being fxalty faved. 

« What mode of ‘favvery, however, partial freedom can: 
jeem to-any man; | freely own I do not guels. How partial. 
freedom to fome can be the moft inusdious mode of flavery 

to ethers, is Beyond: my comprehenfion. Yet I can con- 
ceive partial freedom in fome may make the lofs of liberty 
more regretted, more fharply felt, hy others. Among 
all-the different {pecies of flavery, under which the 

infuised 
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refident in that quarter of the globe. Gentle- . 
men, however, on-a-tour of bufinefs to Ire- 
Jand, or of pleafure to France or Flanders, 
or even on a fifhing party on our own coatts 
beyond low-water mark, are acknowledged to 
be out of the realm, and may be brought with- 
in the act, even as it now ftands. An open- 
ing is ftill left for public, or private, revenge and 
Oppreffion to operate. The expreffion there- 
‘fore 


infulted race of man has fuffered, partial freedom has 
not hitherto been claffed, nor did they ever before 
accord in fuch friendly, hasmonions unifon as they are 
now found by tne Sheriffs of Briftol. 

Mr. Burke fays, “I have not debated againft this 
“¢ Bill in its progrefs through the Houfe; becaufe it 
S* would have been vain to oppofe, and impofible te 
“6 corre it.” Page 18. The Bill, and the Minifter, 
-were both well correfed by Mr. Dunning. “I cannot 
*€ confcientioufly fupport what, is again my opinion, 
“‘ nor prudently contend with what I ksow is srreffi- 
‘‘ ble. Preferving my principles unfhaken, I referve 
‘6 my a&ivity for rational endeavours.” Pagerg. Was 
the Court faction more determined to carry the Ame 
rican High Treason, than the Civil Lif, Bill? Was 
the firlt known by Mr. Burke to be more irrefftible than 
the afi? Yet his efforts againit the laft Bill were great 
and laudable, although not fuccefsful. He did, ac- 
cording tothe words of the Preacher, Ecclefiaftes, ch. 6. 
v.10. nobly contend with him that was mightier than be 
---the Lord North. It was a rational endeavour. Why 
was not the fame rational endeavour exerted againi the 

American 
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fore ought rather to have been eut ef Europe,. 
‘than out of the realm, if the former words, 
moved by my honourable friend, in fame or one ) 
of His Mayefty’s colonies before-mentioned, or on. 
the High Seas, were rejected. But why, Sir, . 
are words fo clear and explicit to be changed,. 
unlefs for fome dark purpofe, which dares not. 
be avowed ? ; 
This new claufe, Sir, has happily narrow- 
ed the object of the Bill, but in no degree 
narrowed the proofs, or the nature of the evi- 
dence neceffary. I fhall therefore give the 
Bill my hearty negative, for I will never cone 
fent to encreafe the enormous power of the 
<rown at the expence of the freedom of the 
fub- 


American High Treafox Bill? Mr. Dunning’s rational 
endeavour fucceeded, and be need not blufo for his poli- 
tical company. p.yo. The prefervation of property.in the 
Civil Lif Bill was furely not a canfideratiqn of equal 
importance with the prefervation of perfonal liberty in 
ahe American High Treafon Bil. There can be but one 
rule of conduét on thefe occafions. Watch every op» 
,portunity of being ufeful, at no moment defert the pub, 
lic caufe, and of thofe evils, which you cannot pre- 
vent, ftrive to leffen the magnitude, and correc the 
malignity; *‘not that I think it fit-for.any one to rely toe 
“© much on hie own underftanding, or to be filled with 
€ a prefumption, not becoming a chrifiian man, in hig - 
4*.own perfongl fability and reétitude.”* Page 69, 
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fabjeG. Twill not arm minifters with arvuns 
rcomftitutional power, dangerous to the people. 
In the Preamble to the Bill-it is faid, “* Many . 
'€© perfons have been feized’ and taken, whe 
“66 are exprefsly charged, or rongly fufpected - 
““ of fach ‘Freafons and Felonies, and many | 
«6 more fach.perfons may be hereafter /o feized. 
-S¢ and taken:” In the firft-enadting claufe of 
‘the Bill, and chroughout, the word /frongly is 
somitted, and the flighteft fufpicion may war- 
-yant the commitment. The words are, ‘°° All 
-S¢ and every perfon or perfons, who have been, 
‘$6 or fhall hereafter be feized or taken in the 
‘ att of High Freafon, committed in any of 
“$¢ His’ Majefty’s colonies or. plantations in 
-$¢ America, or on the high feas, or in the act 
‘66 of Piracy, or who are, or fhall be charged 
“SS with, or /u/pected of, the csime of. High 
**¢ Treafon, committed in any of the: faid-co-: 
‘66 Tories, or on the High feas.” It is ‘thefe-’ 
fore’ apparent that @ mere pretended fu fu ufpicion, or 
-foolifh credulity, or determined. villainy, in s 
wretehed, ignorant, mercenary tool of a mihi- 
‘fterial. magiftrate, may ftill render the objects-of 
-this Bill, who are the inhabitants'of above halt: 
‘the empire; liable. to jmprifonment. This im- 
a, -prifonment : 


( t39 
prifonment ikewileis to. be without Dail ér'matrn | 
prize, for that cruelty was ftill determined tobe 
exercifed by the committee, notwithftanding the 
humane motion of my worthy + colleague te 
Jeave-eut thefe obnoxious words. There i tg not 
a fyllable-in the Bill-of the degree of prébabitity 
attending the fafpicion. The Bill, greatly 
amended as it has been, does not-even riow res _ 
‘quire an oath, nor that the parties fhould: be 
heard-in their owt. juflificatton, nor confroht- 
.ed with the witnefles, nor does it memtidn: that 


two witneffes Orould be:deemed: néeeflary for” 


the coloucable ground of. a commitment for fo 


high a crime as Treafon in America, as: the -_ 


law isin other cafee within, the kingdom. Is: it | 
pofttble, Sir, te give more defpotic powers to 
a bathaw-ofthe. Turkifh-empire? What fecuri=" 
ty. is left for the devoted abjedts of this Bat 
againit the. malice of a-prejudiced ‘individual, 
a wicked magiftrate, whioy iffRe is profecuted'af. | 
terwarda for fo flagrant an abufeof'f power, will 
certainly be indemnified, probably rewarded iby 
a moft arbitrary adminiffration 7 AGions may | 
indeed be brought agaimft the offender, but we 
: now 


° 
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‘y Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Member for. Middlefex, 
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“iow all damages recovered, however preat, 
are paid by the people, not by the party. Even 
gn the cafe of Petit Treafen,. by an exprefs aQ 
af Edward the Sixth, no. perfon can be con- 
wicted, but onthe oath of two fufficient and 
law/ul witneffes, or confeflion, wilingly, with- 
out violence; fo careful, Sir, were our wife an- 
ceftors of protecting the liberty of the mean- 
eft fubject. | 

This cafe, fir, demands our ftridten attenti- 
-on and. vigilance from what we daily experi- 
cence of the conduét of thofe underling officers 
of every minifter, who traffick and deal out 
jeftice, under the colour of legal. magiftracy. 
There is now, fir, actually in Newgate an 
American merchant, named Ebenezer Smith 
Plat, who ftands committed fo lately as the 
23d of laft January, charged with High Treafon 
at Savannah in the colony of Georgia in North 
America. He is committed by the well known 
Juftice Addington, and, as 1 am informed, 
was not allowed to fee any of the witnefles 
againft him, nor even to hear their affidavits 
aead. He had before been tried on the fame 
‘Gharge at Kingfton in Jamaica, and acquitted. 
J never faw him, but I have read an attefted 


copy 
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wopy t+ of the warrant of his commitment. 
‘He is charged generally with High Treafon, 
which I take to be an illegal commitment. If 
do not pretend, Sir, to a deep knowledge ‘of 
‘the law. I have only the attentive reading of 
‘a private gentleman. I build my legal faith on 
fome known and approved authorities, a Black- 
ftene, a Burne, and a very few others. Thofe 
authors agree, that every warrant of com- 
mitment ought to fet forth the caufe /pecially, 
that is to fay, not for treafon or felony in ge- 


meral, but for treafon in compaifing the death 
Vou. I. M of 


t To the Keeper of His Majefty’s:Gaol 
of Newgate, or his Depaty. 


Middleton. Thele are in His Majefty’s name te _ 


authorize and require you to reccive inte 
your cuftody the hody of Ebenezer Smith 
Plat herewith fent you, charged before me 
upon the oaths of Richard Seriven and 
Samuel Burnet with High Treafon at Sa- 
vannab in the Colony of Georgiain North 
America, and you are to keep him fafe 

_ untill he fhall ‘be delivered by due courfe 
of law, and for fo doing this fhall be 
your Warrant. 


Given under my hand and feal this 23d 
, day of January 1777. 
W. ADDINGTON.. 
7 L. $ 


to wit. 
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of the king, or levying war againft His Mg- 
jefty in the realm, or counterfeiting the king’ s 
coin, or felony for ftealing the goods of fuch 
a one to fych a value, and the like. A court 
may ‘then judge, whether the offence Is fuch, 
for which a prifoner ought to be admitted to 
bail. If then a juftice living in the capital, 
under the immediate eye and direétion of mi- 
nifters, is guilty of fuch an illegal commit- 
ment, what is not to be dreaded from the bafe 
engines, and Slavith tools, of power in the moré 
remote counties ? Is it poflible, fir, for too ) great 
caution to be ufed by enforcing in the body ofa 
Bill, which is to fufpend the Habeas Corpus ak, 
the necetity of + an nail of two qwitneffesto the 
charge, 
F The abufe of power ‘in the legal treatiieht, which 
Mr. Wilkes experienced in his own pérfon in April 
3763, gave additional energy to his reafoning, and 
pointed every argument. There was no accufation 
on oath again him, either before the firft warrant of 
apprehenfion, or the commitment to the Tower. He 
avas not admitted to Jee any oné of bis accufers, or wite 
‘wees. Wiis Speech in the Houfé of Commons on the 
firtt day of the fubleqient Seffion, Nov. 15, 1763, 
Stites the énormity of the proceedings againit him f@ 
fully, that I fhall give it ént.re, 
Ar. Spasker, 
I think it my duty to, jay before the Houte a few 


falts, which have eccuged fince our laft meeting, be- 
cate, 
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etharpe, ‘atid of their being confronted with tle 


| Prafoner. ? Oo 
Me The 


ecaufe, in-my humble opinion, which I thall always 
.fubmit to this Houfe, the rights of all the Commons 
. of England, and the privileges of Parliament, have 
in my perfon been highly violated. I thall at prefent 
- content myfelf with’barely ftating the facts, and icave 
rthe mode of proceeding to the wiidem of the Houle. 
Qn the 30th of April in the moming I was made 
a prifaner in my own houyfe by fome of the King’s 
+meflengers. .I demanded hy what authovity . they 
‘forced their way into.my xqom, and was fhewn a 
‘warrant dled, wztheut oath, ‘by Lord-Halifax, -Secre- 
etary of State, in which ne perlon was-named in parti-. 
cular, but gengralty the“ authors, printers, and pub- 
46 lifers, of.a feditious and treafonatle paper, entitled 
«6 the Nerth.Britoa, -No.g5." ‘The-meffengers infied 
-on my geing before Lord Halifax, which I abfotutety 
-sefuted, becaufe I-knew the warrant-wes illegal. I 
applied by :my friends.to the Court of Contmon Pleas 
for a Habeas Corpus, whieh was granted, but as “the 
~proper office was -not then open, it could not iminedi- 
.ately iffue. I-+was afterwards carried by violente be- 
fore the Earls of Egremiont and.Halifax, whom I in- 
formed of the orders given by the Court of Cornmon 
Pleas. for a- Habeas. Corpus, and when I was ordered 
into another apastment, Ienlargecd on -this fubje&t a 
confiderable time te Mr. Webb, the Solicitor of the 
‘Treafury. I eas confronted with no witnefs, nor did 
A fee any aceufer. 1-was carried to the Tower ty 
, wirtue ef another warrant, iffued likewife withcut 
eath, which declared me “the auther, and publifher 
“84 of a. mok infamous and fediticus libel, entitled the 
“Nor 
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The cafe of Plar, Sir, gives us an inftance 
-of another violation of the law, an evafion of 
the Habeas Corpus act, that holy ftatute, which 
| minifters hold in abhorrence, and are now al- 

: jowed 


_ 46 North Briton, No. 45." The word trea fonable was 
dropped. I was however with great ftriétnefs detain- 
-ed a clofe prifoner, and no perfon fuffered to come near 
.me for almoft three days, although my counfel and 
deveral friends demanded adinittance, 1n order to con- 
cert the means of recovering my liberty. My hovfe 
swas plundered, my bureaus broke open, hy order of 
two of your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb, 
and all my papers carried away. After fix days im- 
prifonment, I was difcharged by the unanimous judge 
ment of the Court cf Common Pleas, that the privi- 
lege of this Houfe extended te my cafe. Notwithftand- 
ing this folemn dccifion of one of the King’s fuperiog 
courts of juftice, a few days after I was ferved with 
_a Subpaena upon an Information exhibited againit me 
‘ inthe King’s Bench. 1 loft no time m coniulting the 
beft books as weil‘as the greateft living authorities, 
and from the tsucft judgment I could form, I thought 
the ferving me with 4 Subpaena was another violation 
of the privilege of ‘Parliament, which I will neither 
defert nor betray, and therefore I have not yet entered 
‘an appearance. 
_ I now ftand in the judgment of the Houfe, fubmits 
‘ ting with the utmoft deference the whole cafe to their 
juice and wifdom, and beg leave to add, that if, after 
‘ this important bufineis has in its full extent been ma- 
- turely weighed, you thall be of opinion that I am ene 
** titled to privilege, I fhall then -be not only-ready, bug 
' eagerly defirous to wave that privilege, and to 3 
qmylelf upon a Fury of my countrymen, | 
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lowed in England to evade with impunity, 
in America, I-fear, to fufpend for very near a 
twelvemonth. The hittory of it is this. Plat was 
firft confined to the Antelope for three months, 
then removed to the Boréas for four weeks, 
then carried on board the Pallas, and in her 
brought in irons to England. On her arrival 
at Portfmouth he was removed on board the 
Centaur for three weeks, then to the. Barfleur. 
On the 4th of January: laft, an Habeas Corpus 
was obtained, directed to the captain of the 
Barfleur; but. before it could be ferved, an ex- 
prefs was fent from the treafury by their folici- 
tor, and P/at was removed again to the Centaur 
‘before the Habeas Corpus could arrive at-Portf- 
mouth. Thereturn to that Hizbeas Corpus was 
thus eluded; buton his friends declaring that 
they were determined to fue out another, Plat 
was at laft fent to the capital, and in the illegat 
mode, which I have ftated, committed to New= 
gate. + I fpeak, Sir, in the bearing of many 
M 3 gen- 

+ Mr. Plat was returned to the Judges at the Old 
Bailey, July 2, 3777, 23 ome of the ‘“‘ Middlefex 
** Prifoners upon orders,” in the cuftody of the 
Keeper of Newgate. ‘* No. 22. Ebemexer Smith Plat, 


** committed Jan. 23, 1777, by W. Addingten, El; 
* charged, 
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gentlemer;- who ought: ta-contradidt me; if F 
have advanced. a fingle civeumftance not found-- 
ed'in truth. Can minifters, Sir, who are ca- 
pable of thus tranypling or our’ moft. facred: 
laws, -be too narrowly watched, too deeply fuf-- 
pected, too flrengly. guarded againft?’ Do we: 
not owe it to the people to demand every fe- 
eurity from the fan&tion of anroath, the nam-- 
ber of witneffes, the confronting of them with’ 
the prifaner, the hearing him in his own jafti-- - 
fication, asd other circumftances, of which: . 
mot the leaft trace is to be foundin this crimi- 
nal, arbitrary Bill?” Is the perfonal liberty of’ 
the fubject to reft on the mere pretended fuefpectan® 
of a man, who as probably underthe erders af: 
a-profefied minifteriat agent, ever ready to make: . 
his court ta power by the facrifice of public’ 
virtue and innocence, whofe incapacity per- 
haps can only be equalled by his meannefs> 
and fordid luft of gain?” 
: “Tree: 


! 


* charged, on oath of Richard Seriven and Samuek 
* Burnet, with- High Treafon at Savannah im the Co- 
“ lony of Georgia in Nerth America ;-ordered to re- 
“* main. on his commitment. Was on the r2th day’ 

“ of May taken by Habeas-Corpus into His Majefty's _ 
“ Court of. King’s Bench,. and remanded.” 
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T regret, fir, the indecent rage, the extra 
vagant madnels, with which every meafure, 
and in particular the Bill in queftion, has been 
carried on againft the Americans. It precludes: 
every pofiibility of a reconciliation, fo ardent- 
ly to be wifhed. All the meafures refpecting 
America, and this Bill in particular, as it 
was at firft brought in, bear the ftrongeft marks 
of a regular fyftem of defpotifm among our . 
rulers. They originate from the Jatent, dark, 
all-controuling power of the + man, whe 

M4 . wants 


+ Mr. Pitt made ufe of this expreffion in the Hou 
of Commons, fpeaking of the ‘Earl of Bute. Junius 
fays, ‘° Lord Bute was not of a. temper to relinqui/o 
“© power, though he retired from employment. Sripus 
** Jations were certainly made between your Grace [the 
* Duke of Bedford} and him, and certainly violated. 
** After two yeass fubmiffion, yeu theught you had 
*¢ coileéted a ftrength fufficient tu contsoul his influ- 
“ence, and that it was your turn to be a tyrant, be- 
** caufe you had been a flave. Wheu you found youre 
* felf miftaken in your opinion ef your gracious maf- 
* ter’s firmnefs, difappointment got the better of all 
*¢ your humble difcretion, and carried you to an 
** excels of outrage to bis perfox, as diftant from. true 
** fpirit, as from all decency and refpeé."” 
Ina note Junius adds, ‘* the Miniftry having en - 
*« deavoured to exclude the Dowager out: of the Re~ 
*6 gency Bill, the EanL OF EUTE CeTERMINED TO 
DISMISS 
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wants wifdem, and holds: principles incompatible 
with freedom. Let us. advert; fir, ‘for a 
moment. to the difference of two cafes in 
point, the /u/picion only. of high: treafon in. 
America, and the aétual charge of it here.. 
A man only /u/peéled of higli treafon in Ame- ; 
Tica, for inftance, the giving aid’ or affiftance. 
to the Congrefs, or to any of thie King’s ene- 
mies, may on coming over to England be- 
committed to prifon, and ‘by this Bill continue: 
there without:bail or mainprize, or. being able- 
‘to bring on- his trial’ for near‘a year, till Ja-. 
nuary 1, #778, to: which time this bill is to- 
continue in force. In this kingdom a man 
[ujpeGied, or even: actually charged: with. High: 
Treafon in confpiring the death of the King,. 
or levying war in the realm,.may have an Hae 

beass 


“ pismiss THEM. Upon this the Dake of Bedford! 
*@ demanded an audience of the ---------- » reproached: 
“him in plain terms, with his duplicity, bafeneds,. 
“ falthood, treachery, and hypocrify,--- “repeatedly gave: 
“ him the lie, and left him in convulfions.”” 

Junius, vol. L. p. 1716. 


When the King came out of the clofet, His Majefty: 
appeared in very great agitation, and faid to one of ‘his: 
feivants, “(THE FELLOW bas done every thing. but: 
“ firike mf. 29 


* 


( 
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Beas Corpus, and be bailed by the Court of 
King’s Bench. The /w/picton therefore of 
American.treafon feems a deeper crime in the 
judgment of our prefent minifters, than an 
overt att of Englith, or more probably Scottifi, 
treafon, or rebellion againft his Majefty’s. 
perfon, title, crown, or dignity, It muft be: 
thought, fir, a deeper crime, becaufe it is 
more grievoufly punifhed. Do we imagine 
the Americans will not retaliate, or do we 
vainly hope to intimidate them? Their caufe 
is good, and after all the idle tales of our late 
vifionary fucceffes, the juftice of it muft in the 
end prevail. They are now nobly ftruggling 
under the fharpeft fufferings, but I truft they: 
have fteady zeal and unwearied perfeverance. In 
all events,the firft moment of a foreign war ne- 
ecflarily obliges us to withdraw our fleets and 
armies, Every part of North America muft then 
be free and independent. This Biil can only: 


‘irritate, and will not intimidate. It will pro- 


bably be anfwered by a fpirited refolution of 
the Congrefs—W ould to God, fir, the Britifh: 
Parliament equalled that Congrefs of Heroes,, 
tliat more than Roman fenate, in wifdom, in 
: - me fortitude, 
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fortitude, in love of their.country, ifr uncor 
yuptednefs,. in: publie virtue ! } 

The fecond enacting claufe of the Bill, fir, - 
ympowers * his’ Majefty, by warrant under 
*‘ his fign manual, to appoint one or more” 
*© places of confinement, within the réalm, for 
“the cuftody of fuch prifoners, and aif and 
“ every magiftrate or magiftrates, having com- 
“ petent authority in that behalf, are hereby 
* authorifed to commit fuch perfons as afore- 
“ faid to fuch place or places of confinement,. 
* fo to be appointed, inftead of the common: 
“ gaol.””. This claufe may operate in a man 
ner more to be dreaded than any banifhiment, 
or confinement out of the realm. A power, which: 
may be thus grofsly abufed, ought notto be truft- 
ed without reftriction to any man. A perfor 
only fufpected, or pretended to be fo, may be 
doomed to a damp and noxious dungeon, in 
the midft of putrid marfhes, or on the moft 
fwampy coaft. He may be ftifled in a vault, 
to whofe foul mauth no healthfome atr’ breathes 
in. I, fir, perhaps may at laff be fu ifpetted, 
and poffibly it will not be a flight fufpici- 
en. I have : formerly experienced an illegal, — 


slofey 
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*la/e, and rigorous imprifenmient tn the Towers; 
but by this Bill F may be fent te the gloomy: 
Waftes and deferte of: the North, te the barbarous: 
Highlands of Scotlend, er among’ the favages 
in the dreary Tle ef Buta, from whole bexrn FE 
am fure I fhauld never return, aven' as 2 tra~ 
weller, much lefs'as a prifoner. Is thie claute: 
Ingenioufly meant, fir, a8 ¢ new mode of: re+ 
peopling that ancient, chendoned kingdam ? 
Much: has been faid, fir, both in the Com-- 
thittes and in the Houfe about a Didtater, and 
his extenfive powers. Many periods ef the 
Reman Hiftory bave been retailed out to us 
minutely enough, and they have furnifhed ma- 
ny patallels. Comparifons between that virtuous 
republic, and this corrupt monarchy, are gene- 
rally, im my opinion, more brilliant than folid,. 
more beausiful than juft. A Right +Honorabie: 
Gentleman under the gallery has juft obferved 
that our glorious Deliverer, William 1iI,- 
7 was: 
* The law of England appoints imprifonment fr 
euflodiam not in panaim, acknowledges no clofe impri-: 
fonment, whereas [ was kept with the molt extreme. 
rigour. 
Algernon Sydney's apelogy in the day of hie: 
death. Page 173. 


+ Recht Hon. Henry Seymour Conways Member foe 
Midhurit. 
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was a Di@ater here after the /u/penfion of the 
Habeas Corpus A& inhis reign. Should the 
prefent Bill for the /u/penjion of that a& pafs 
into a law, I fhall regard the noble Lord with 
the blue ribband as the modern Diéater of 
this great empire, as pofleffed of the moft ample 
and defpotic powers. The fisft important act 
of public bufinefs in the Roman Di&ater was 
to name his coadjutor in office, the Magiffer 
Equitum, or General of Herfe. If public gra- 
titude has any weight with the Difator bere, I 
am fure for fuch an office he will immediately 
hx his eyes on the § noble Lord at ‘his right 
hand, who, to his immortal honour, with great 
and invincible courage, advanced and charged 
the enemies of our country af the bead of tie 
Britifb horfe. In one particular refpeQing the 
Diéator of ancient times, I defire to fet right 
‘a very {high Law-Officer amongus. All the 
Roman magiftrates were not, as he fays, fu- 
perfeded by thatcreation, The fribunes of the 
Peopie, but they alone, preferved their autho- 
rity, even under a DiGiator. I 
t 


ce 
§ Lord George Germaine, in 1759 Lord George 
Sackville. 
T Attorney-General, Edward Thuslow, ES Mens! 
ber for Tamworth, 
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_ It has been faid, fir, by another gentleman, 
_ who is likewife in a | great Law-Office, that 
in this Houfe a difcontented party have ridi- 
culoufly given into a tone of Prophecy, which 
as never been accomplifhed, and that parti- 
cularly about a year ago it wae the cafe of 
the Right Honorable Gentleman, who fpoke 
dately under che gallery. It is not I believe 
wery parliamentary to quote words fpoken in a 
former debate, But if that member’s memo. 
sy goes to a prophecy of one year, which bas 
gut deen fulfilled, he will permi¢ mine a fair. 
excurfion to another Prophecy of his own, 
fix years ago, which has been exa&tly veri- 
fied. His Proplecy in this Houfe was, that 
if the violent meafures againft the Ameri- 
gans were perfifted in, the colonies, which 
formed fo great a ftrength to this kingdom in 
the reign of George IJ, would be difevered 
from the Britifh empire in the reign of George 
III. No Prophecy, fir, ever received a more 
perfect accomplifhment. This gentleman won- 

won- 


:- |] Solicitor-General, Alexander Wgsderburne, Efgs 
Member for Okchamptan. 
As for Mr. Wedderburne, there. is fomething about 
him, svbich even treachery cannot truft. | 
Junius, vol. 2. p. 38s. 


(174°) 
Perfully poffedies the fecond firbt of ‘his native 
country. How deeply. criminal he-and. others 
thave been in the bringing his Prophecy to pals, 
lL hope:this Houfe will one day enquire, 

A vory extraordinary abfervation of the: fame 
gentleman in che prefent debate, amidft a va~- 
-riety of .heterepericous matter, itis impofiible 
for me not to mention. He -has laughed at 
unverfal beuevelence, and endeavoured to de- 
“waonftrate the impofiibility of its exiftence. 
But, fir, he has only given--us the narrow, 
-contragted, felfifb sdéas of his own heart, and 
his own *country. His. fentiments and his 
feelings are corifined to a-very fill -infignifi- 
cant cirele indeed. They are-merely Claanif 
and Scottifh. Hie remarks I -faw.excited a gene- _ 
tal indignation in this Houfe. An Englifirman 
‘has ideas Infinitely more liberal and enlarged. 
Fis heart expands irlelf, and takes in the pe- 
moral pood and profperity of mankind. . ft 

; a feels 


@ We muft be converfant with the Scots in private 
life, and obferve their principles of aGing to us, and 
‘te each other ;--- the charatteriftic prudence, the /e//i/b 
nationality, the indefatigable: fmile, the perfevering 
‘wiiduity, the everlsftixg profeffion of a difcreet and 

_paoderate refentmenty 
Junius, Preface, p. 25 
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‘feels not the rancour, and difdains the injuf- 
tice, of fuch a cruel, perfecuting Bill, as the 
object of this day’s debate. It forms the warmett 
withes for the liberty and happinefs of every in- 
dividual of this ‘late fourifhing empire. Univer- 
fal benevolince, and a generous fpirit of huma- 
mity, have been no lefs the characteriftics of 
the inhabitants of the Southern parts of this 
éfland, than that poodsneture, for which fo- 
reigners have not even a name. I will only 
add, fir, that I think the moft beautiful fen- 
tence of all antiquity ig chat, which was re- 
ceived with fuch applaufe by the generous and 
free Roman people, and an Englifh. fenate 
will furely adopt againft every meature of 
oppreffion and cruelty, homo fum, humani nihil 
Ame alenum puta. 


THE 


wHr PROTEST oF 
THE EARL OF ABINGDON, 


Entered February 245 WU» 


> b 


On the Jouniazs of the Houle oft Lords. 
Diffentient, - 


Ff, RST, Becaufe I look upon this Bill, 
mot only as a part of that fyftem of Colony- 
Government, {0 inimical to Civil Liberty, fo . 
repugnant to the firft and fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Conftitution, fo ruinous in its 
meafures, fo fhocking to humanity, and fo 
: averfe from that now exploded virtue of uni- 
werfal benevolence, but becaufe I fee herein that 
' fyftem coming home to OURSELVES, and with 
hafty 
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hafty fteps pointing its dangers, even to~ 
wards the heart of the kingdom. 


Secondly, Becaufe the Bill itfelf is attended 
with powers fubverfive of and unknown to 
the laws of the land, by apprehending perfons, 
it may be, on groundlefs suspicion, by #m- 
prifoning perhaps the innocent, withSut” the 
ufual and .neceflary form of a fingle oath; 
and not too in the common gaol of the county, 
but in whatever, part of-the realm, be it ever 
fo diftant, that perfecution fhall think fit to 
adopt. 


Thirdly, Becaufe, although the Ryder, 
which has been added by the other Houfe, 
does in fome degree abate the rigour of this 
harfh and alarming Bill, yet it does not fuffi- 


ciently provide for the fecurity of his Majefty’s 


loyal fubjects, the inhabitants of the Weft- 


‘India Ilands under its baneful operation; nay, 
even any individual of this country, who 


fhall venture on the High Seas, if only to 
make the tour of the Hebrides, may become 


the object of fufpicion, and the victim of 


vengeance, 
Wane T a+ e ay 
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Laftly, Becaufe the beur is come, if front 
motives of policy only, that coercion to enity 
fhould give way. 

(Signed) 
ABINGDON, * 


' © This noble Earl has been one of the mot fnady 
and intrepid affertors of liberty in this age. England 
has effential obligations to the fashily of the Earl of 
Abingdon. When the Prince of Orange was at Exeter 
in great difficulties fopn after his lamdiag, when, 
€* both the clergy and magiftrates of. Exetey were very 
« fearful, and very backward, when the Bithop and 
**the Dean ran away, and the Clergy fteod off,” as 
Bithop Burnet fays, Lord Abingdon came in and: joised 
our glorious Deliverer. The {fame ardour for free- 
dom glows in the breaft of his noble defcendant, with 
an almof unexampled fpirit and attvity. ‘Phe citizens 
of Geneva, as well as the people of England, dwell 
with pleafure on the praife of a peer, who has made 
the moft generous efforts for them in the cdufe of public 
liberty, and oftess fagrificed the pleafures and ¢njoy- 
nients of focial life to their interefts. No gentleman 
was ever more formed to pleafe and captivate in private 
jife than the prefent Lord .féingdon, or. has been more 
defervedly, more generally efteemed and beloved. He 
poffeffes true honour in the higheft degree, has generous 
fentiments of friendfhip, and to fuperior manly fenfe 
joins the moft eafy wit, with a gaiety of temper, 
which diffufes univerfal chearfulnefs. It is iunpoflible 
not to be charmed with the happy prodigality of nature 
in his favour, but every eonfideration yields with bim 
to a warm attachment to the laws and conftitution f° 

| ) onftitation of 
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